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PREFACE. 



The Editor of the following Work con- 
ceives that it possesses three separate sources 
of interest ;— the authenticity of the narra- 
tive ; the importance of the scenes wherein 
the journalist was engaged ; and their sin- 
gular variety ; — ^to these advantages, it 
is scarcely too much to add, a pleasant 
naivet^ of style and of remark, particu- 
larly on the author's first visit to this 
countryi when his mind was,, of course, ex- 
cited, and his attention fixed» by the striking 
novelty of the manners and customs whereby 
he was surrounded. But his story, like a 
moving panorama, is constantly making 
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way ; and thus, even were his " observations 
on men and things" oppressed with dulness^ 
like Sindbad with the Old Man of the Sea, 
the "gentle reader" has little opportunity 
given of voting him a bore. 

In addition, it may be necdssary to state, 
for the clear understanding of some portions 
of the work, that the Author was attached 
to the medical staff of the German Legion^ 
a circumstance which enabled him to take a 
more comprehensive view of the scenes act* 
ing around him. 

The following is the Author's own account 
of his motives in writing his Journal. 

" When the period had arrived at which 
I was enabled to carry into execution my 
purpose of entering military service in the 
King of England's German Legion, I gave 
a promise to one of my relations that I would 
forward intelligence to him, from time to 
time, of every thing interesting which might 
occur to me personally, and of whatever I 
might find around me worthy of remark. 
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" This promise, so far as time and circum- 
stances would allowj i faithfully kept ; and, 
consequently, on, returning to Germany, I 
found that a regular memoir of my twelve 
years' service had been thus collected. 

^* Hence it will appear that this Journal 
was not originally destined to undergo public 
scrutiny, but merely designed for the amuse- 
ment and information of my private circle ; 
and altiiough, from the time of its com- 
pletion, I have received the strongest en- 
couragement to commit it to the press, yet 
I have suffered ten years to intervene, in the 
idea that, probably, some more accom- 
plished pen might be exercised in erecting 
a literary monument to the honour of that 
distinguished Corps, in which I was proud 
to be enrolled, and which, in foreign lands 
and at sm epoch pregnant with fate, upheld 
so courageously and happily the military 
fame of my native Hanover. 

** But since, to the general surprise, no 
work of this kind has hitherto appeared, I 
have again taken up my own Narrative, 
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which I now present to the Public, pretty 
much in the same state as when, often amidst 
the very uproar of battle, it issued from 
my pen. 

" I beg to be understood as not proposing 
to give a regular history of the German 
Legion ; and far less a complete, scientific, 
military Work. The title of the book it- 
self, in fact, sufficiently explains its nature ; 
and I have only further to observe that, in 
its composition, neither the wish to shine as 
an author, nor the consideration of pecu- 
niary benefit, has predominated/' 
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Introductory AcCoxtxt 

6V THIS FOttIf ATION OF 

THE GERMAN LEGION^ 



As, since the first embodying of this corps (styled^ 
in the official acts, the ** King's German Legion'') 
upwards of twenty years have now elapsed, it may 
not be uninteresting to many, in the absence of a 
more circumstantial history, to be furnished, at any 
rate, with some account, however incomplete, of 
its rise, progress, and disbandment* 

I shall refrain here from making more than a 
bare allusion to those painful events which origi- 
nally gave birth to this corps — the rather as their 
harassing effects may be in some measure traced 
in the opening of my narrative* The idea was 
undoubtedly a happy one : — for, in the first place, 
it ensured to the officers and soldiers of the exist- 
ing Hanoverian army means of carrying, on their 
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profession in an hononrable manner ; and secondly, 
opportunity was hereby given to the brave and 
spirited youth of that kingdom to enlist their ex- 
ertions in the common European cause, and thus 
assist in working out eventually the redemption of 
their native country. A noble purpose, and nobly 
was it sustained ! 

The fbrmadoa df the Kbg^i €rerman Legion 
took place in the summer of 1803. In that year, 
the Emperor Napoleon, (then First Consul,) slight- 
ing the consideration that Hanover had one com- 
mon Prince with England, despatched a French 
army to the frontiers of the land^ and sent instrue* 
tions to its General (Moctier, afterwards Duke of 
Treviso,) in a style ito laeoAie as to be almost ludi<^ 
crous%* Out of these meastures sfurang the Con^o 
vention of Sulingenf bettreen the Hanoterfati 
Deputietk and Genera) Mortier, the ehief ibrticte 
whereof provided that the Hatioverian troops were 
to feu back behind the Elbe, and not to serve 
against France until they should be eiohanged for 
IVench soldiers imprisoned in England. 

His Britannic Majesty, however, declined rati* 
fjrlog this Convefilion, ttndet the plea tiiat the 

* <* Je voiui Of donne de coii^erlr le Pftys d' Aaiiott« !^ 
t On the Sd «f Joae, leoi^ 
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eiiemy% peBsessmi of fiaQoirer was^ not jnstjifiied 
bj the laws of w^Bt. Ia conseqoeiiGe of Hm n- 
final, a eapitnlatioB was entorod into between Itfer- 
tier and the 6enefaI4n-CUffif of the HoM^emn 
forces, (Ildld-MarBhal V« Wdinoden-G«ibon>) 
by virtue wheodof die Hanorefian aimy was broken 
op and clisttisBedy with passpofts for theur respec- 
tive homes, for one year. 

Ilie Doke of Caadbridge had setomed ta Eng- 
land befcwe the entry of tiia French troops, asd 
shortly after tile ei^itolation OKMit ci oar offieers 
feBowed lAm. The attachment of :die Baydi Pa^ 
tafly tewwrds their 44d heredJtary dewMMens proba- 
bly instigated, in ^ fimt plaee, the forautian of 
a regiment ci xianovenaDS i— 4o the Dnke of Clam- 
bridge was eomsnitted the oarryiDg ttifa idea into 
execaticm; and it ia hnt £vr taoward-his Aoyal 
SSi^ess the gxeatesl praise for his oood^rt is the 
buaness. 

But na sooner was iiie new atandaid raised than 
my feHow-countrymen flodted aroimd it im snob 
numbers as to occasion (in the aatamn of Ihe same 
year) the exteasien^of the proposed v^^imentinto 
a Boyal German L^on, the Doke of Cambridge 
being appointed Colonel-in-Chief thereof; as well 
as Colonel of the First Battalion of the line. 
Tnistworthy agents, both miUtary and civil, were 
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empowered to recruit privately, in Haoover, as also 
m the adjacent countries. Tbey procured passports 
for such men as enlisted^ apd provided for their 
maintenance as far as the coast,* when they i^ei^ 
received on ship-board, and treated as ^oldiers.f 
The oflScers bad to defray the expenses of their 
passage, and on their arrival ix^ England received 
an allowance, until placed on service. 

At the commencement the liOgion was weak ; 
but in September, 1805, when the war with Austria 
drew the French troops from Hanover, it departed, 
such as it then was, fox Germany, under the com* 
•mand of General Don, who called the Hanoverians 
to arms ; and within three months, the corps hud 
increased to nearly 10,000 men, who, after the 
unhappy termination of hostilities, re^embarked for 
England in the January of the following year. The 
oflScers^were nearly all Hanoverians ; but the pri- 
vates, (allowing for those removed by death or in- 
ability to serve, whose places were ag^in filled pp,) 
at length, consisted one half of the natives of va- 
rious German states. 

The military spirit and fame in arms of the old 

* 'fke asnal points of embarkation were Hxisum, Tonninj^n, 
and at the mouth of the Weser. 

t They were iengaged for seven years, or until six months 
after the signing of peace. 
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HaDoverians were, if possible, ndaed to a still 
higher pitch of glory by this Legion in many bat< 
ties, sieges, and expeditions in Grermany, Ireland^ 
Sweden, Denmark, Portugal, Gibraltar, Spain, 
Italy, Sicily, Brabant, Flanders, Malta, md 
France. It was at Salamanca that its brilliant 
services obtained for the officers permanent rank 
in the English army, as was subsequently confirmed 
by Act of Parliament, in 1812* 

After the first Paris peace, many of the veterans 
were dismissed ; but on Napoleon's return from 
Elba, they were again called to service. The part 
which the Legion bore in the battle of Waterloo-*- 
so happy an event for the whole world — is yet fresh 
in the memoiy of every military man, and is of a 
character never to be forgotten. 

The final dissolution of the corps in the year 1816, 
was effected by its being incorporated into the 
Hanoverian army. Such warriors as were still 
serviceable, and desirous of pursuing their calling, 
were immediately grafted into these ranks. Those 
who preferred returning to their homes were al- 
lowed threepence a mile (if not wounded) for tra- 
velling expenses thither. The wounded, or such 
as had become unfit for service, received appro-* 
priate pensions, according to the degree of their 
mutilation or other suffering in the service. The 
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officms were pot ufion half-pay, anil eaeh <tisablad 
^kfficer had a pensioii assigned Um according to his 
.rank, and vbieh was contiaiied to hia wife, and 
.ohildsen. In this .troly paterpid way did his Ma- 
jesty and the noble English nation dipw their 
oare of and respect for a corps, so distingnisbed by 
its martial achievements. 

It may hese be remarked that, during Ibe Hm^ 
the enemy was in. possession of Hanover, a so- 
slyled French Grnman JUgiom was formed, which, 
aa fer as I can nttderstand, con^sted of a pretty 
mmerous body of men, and served princkpaUjr in 
Italy and Spain, distingniriiiog itself partieularly 
before Gaeta. It was cUefly cQ9Bf>osed of iadivl- 
duals collected from the Hanse Tow^s ; and, I be- 
lieve, had few Hanoverians in its sank^, and np 
qfie$r of that nation* 
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CHAPTER I. 

Departure -from Home — French Discipline in Hanover— Arri- 
val at Oottingen— -A German Diligence— Continuance of the 
Journey— The Jewess and the Widow— The Black Mountain 
^-Hamburgh in 1804 — Accommodations of Schobstiidt*— The 
Prize-Sermon— Arrival at Husum. 

It was in the early part of August, 1804, that 
the course of events which then agitated Europe 
summoned the flower of the youth of Hanover, my 
native country, across the ocean, to rally around 
the throne of their sovereign. I was obliged, among 
the rest, to relinquish my dear Minden, the Tempe 
of Germany, to breathe in England a freer poli- 

B 
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tical atmosphere, and to work out for the future 
a more desirable state of things than I could anti- 
cipate from the clouded condition of my native 
land. The severe restrictions laid by the French 
upon freedom of action rendered it necessary for 
me to conceal my purpose, which, indeed, I could 
scarcely venture to disclose even to my nearest 
connexions and tried friends, from the fear of in- 
curring, somehow or other, if not actual pr^ention 
or imprisonment, at least temporary hindrance. 
Many of my acquaintances, it is true, despite the 
excess of my precaution, guessed at the motive 
which actuated me in leaving Mmden ; but, under 
our unfortunate circumstances, they could not but 
pardon my apparent want of confidence. Such a 
departure, it may readily be inferred, was, in its re- 
serve and secrecy, doubly sorrowful. Those whom 
I left behind were near and dear to me ; and 
whether I should ever again behold them, cxr mider 
what auspices, were questions wrapped in the im- 
penetrable gloom (tf the fiiture, more particularly 
88 I was about to tempt my fate in a fore^ 
hmd. 

I was accompamed by a friend to GottingM, 
which town, ako^ contained friends, — a separation 
from whom was still more painftd than from thoie 
at Minden ; for here I bad to bid fareweU to my 
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mother aiid family. After I had undergone this 
scene, I ^taew myself hastily into the diligence, 
and proceeded towards my ulterior destination. 
My fellow-passengers were quite various in their 
appearance; — consbting of a gay young trades- 
man, a melancholy widow, and a eountry-sohool- 
master, with hb wife and child, the latter of whom 
was perpetually screaming. This medley, com- 
billed with the jolting of the abominable carriage, 
(at that period constructed far more disagreeably 
fhaB now !) did not a little inorease the comfordess 
tone of my mind, ah?eady rddced with painful 
images, although it gave to those images another 
disBCttOD. I therefore, after awhile forced my 
thoughts into a prospective course, seeking, in 
^ontemplatioB of the future, an escape from the 
misery of the immediate past and the present. 

We arrived, about the middle et a very hot day, 
1^ Nordheim, where, as it was the first point at 
which I enoouatered French, troops, I had to dread 
a strict examioatimi oi my passport. My alarm 
WEas needless, however, as yet; and, owing to a 
loiig deU^y at the coach^offiee, I wa3 enabled to 
oafl <^ a few intknate friends, to whom I commu- 
nicated the secret of my expedition. At length we 
started again, and crawled on to Einbesck, where 
we am?ed at sunset, having thus expended « 

b8 



4 . JOURNAL OF- 

whole day in making a journey of aboat twenty 
miles, — ^a distance, now accomplished in half the 
time. Whilst we were changing horses the fol- 
lowing night at Briiggen, a Frenchman came 
running upland began abasing the conductenr for 
not having waited for him, through which negli- 
gence, he said, he had been obliged to travel all 
the distance from Einbeck on foot, although it was 
agreed between him and the proprietor of the 
vehicle, that it should stop for him at a certain spot.. 
The conducteur excused himself, on the plea of 
ignorance as to this arrangement; and we all made 
merry with the idea, that this arrogant foreigner 
had not succeeded in putting us to inconvenience 
for his, perhaps, whimsical accommodation. 

After a tedious journey, we at length entered, 
with joyous feelings, the gates of Hanover. Here 
I found a point of rest, although for a brief time 
— the diligence not going further until after the 
lapse of twelve hours, by which means I gained 
time to procure certain letters of recommendation, 
necessary to my appointment in the King's Ger* 
man Legion, — a matter wherein the good offices 
of my brother, who resided here, proved highly 
serviceable. Late in the evening I quitted the 
capital in a sufficiently mournful mood, which was 
aggravated by the gathering dust and the oppres- 



AN OFFICfilU «5 

siye sultriness of the atmosphere, announcing a 
«torm. Midnight had passed before the insufferahle 
heat relaxed ; bnt^. about that period, the friendly 
stars rushed forth, and a fresh, beautiful morning 
ushered us into Celle^ M; fellow-passengers had 
been gradually dropped at diifferent points of the 
road ; and thus my thoughts were left in freer liberty 
td' recur to the sad circumstances attending my 
departure from home. . Yet it frequently happens 
upon a journey, that lio sooner has one fairly 
started than a multitude of little occurrences takes 
place which tend effectaally to divert the channel 
of one's ideas, — and, in the present instance, such 
were not wanting ; for, towards mid-day, one of 
Job's comforters arrived, bringing news that the 
conveyance which was following with our luggage 
had upset, and that several trunks, &c. were either 
missing or fairly soaked through with wet; and, 
to mend matters as far as regarded myself, it 
subsequently appeared that I was the greatest, if 
not the only, sufferer. This intelligence was the 
more embarrassing, since one of my trunks con- 
tained, besides cash, certain papers which, in case 
of discovery, would involve not only myself but 
others, in considerable difficulties, — the slightest 
connexion with England being then visited as a 
^ime. I could not accurately learn the fate of 
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thb trunk ; and my only vesource was, to confixte 
in the post-master, whom it was £ur to presame was 
no admirer of the French, and, consequently, not 
inclined to play me fake. I was not deceived ; for 
this honest man pledged himself, in the most 
hearty manner, to spare no trouble in endeavouring 
to re-possess me of my lost treasure, and forward 
it to an appointed address in Haarburg. Nothing, 
however, is more tormenting than a state <^ uiir 
certainty ; and the. 4esert heath across which we 
now journeyed, togeilier with a Jewess who hap* 
pened to sit next me, and, contrary to the habits 
of her caste, ]Nreserved perfect silence, did not 
serve to alleviate my chagrin* I, therefore, tried 
a change of position, and setded myself next a 
smart-looking young female, whom I hoped would 
compensate, by her volubility, for the reserve of 
my former neighbour : but alas ! I reckoned witk> 
out my host ; for this fair lady, having just lost her 
spouse, entertained me with lucubratioBs moire 
fitted for the kingdom of the dead ! In thb hope- 
less condition, I was delighted to arrive, at mid- 
day, at Haarburg. 

According to my agreement with the post* 
master, I was obliged to remain here, and await 
the arrival of my trunk, which delayed me four 
tedio.8 days ; wJlst, to render m; Joation more 
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ittgteeabley tfus frontier-town was completely 
ArQnged wkh Fvencb onlitaiy^ who kept a snspi*- 
•iooa eye open all ti«¥eHef8» a ciroiilfiistaiice whiok 
coanpeUed me to lioffl my daily promenades about 
tlie. iowttt and harbous. 

One day> an excnisioB of this kind led me to 
the Black Momtaio, as it is cidled^ aad t found a 
battalion of the enemy's troops exercising there^ 
to whick I felt HO inclination to approach partiba* 
larly near. But the exquisite prospect which this 
hill commands^ including the cky of Hamburgby 
witti its six lofty and gilded towers, and the oity of 
Altona close by it ;-^tiie town of Ldneborg oi| tiie 
right ; and, to the leit^ Stade, half deyeloped and 
half retiring firom view, was sufficient to quiet my 
pertorbation, and smooth my indignant brow finr 
aeveral hours after. 

The day following, to my great satisfaction, I 
perceived^ whilst still some way ofE^ the object of 
my anxiety safely stowed at top of the advanciag 
diligence, and had now nothing further to do in 
Haaiburg but get my trunk to the inn, settle my 
aecoont, hurry towards, the vessdl which was to 
convey me to Hambui^h, and tbus escape, as 
quickly as possible, from the French inquisition 
with which the inbalntants of the place were nighdj 
visited* 
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No sooner had I got on board, (where several 
other passengers were assembled^ than a post 
arrived in the town which had been kept back a 
day owing to the French blockade of Bremen ; 
this circomstance occasioned a delay in onr sailing, 
whereby the gen d'arme gained an opportunity 
of examining more scrupulously our several pass- 
ports. With many he expressed himself dissatis- 
fied; and hence my fears were aroused as to the 
fate of my own, though I had every reason to 
believe it correct ; so that, when be at last fell to 
scrutinizing it, and was in the act of comparing 
the personal description, my heart began to palpi- 
tate a Utile, and with no small delight did I receive 
the document back, unaccompanied by any ob- 
servation. I was now happy again ; and the more 
so, as, in that very moment, the vessel got under 
weigh. 

Although the wind was not the most favourable, 
yet in three hours we found ourselves alongside 
the Baumhause, of Hamburgh. The passage, 
however, was rendered unpleasant by a heavy 
side wind, which threw the vessel upon her beam- 
ends, and thoroughly unsettled the passengers; 
indeed, at times, when the sails were not short- 
ened with sufficient promptitude, it appeared as if 
the ship would actually upsot. 
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How glad, nay, bow happy did I now feel^ 
myself at the consciousness that I had secured my 
liberty, and that I ran no^ further risk of being 
deterred from prosecuting my voyage. I lost no 
time in ascertaining the period *of the coach's de- 
parture for Hnsum, which, however, it appeared, 
would not take place for some days, and thus I 
had time enough to get a view of the most remark- 
able objects in this celebrated mart of commerce. 
TJie forest of masts by which Hamburgh had been 
usually distinguished had now, owing to the vicis- 
situdes and tempests of war, completely vanished ; 
its quays no longer exhibited a mass of busy 
labourers^ and hence the place wore the air of 
desertion, silence reigning in those haunts which 
had formerly been crowded with merchants and 
mariners. At the Altona gate I observed several 
hundred persons who had, in former times, per- 
haps, gained a livelihood by the loading or un- 
loading different vesisels, employed in razing the 
city walls, and filling up the moats. Nothing could 
more strongly illustrate the change of time and 
circumstances than witnessing the demolition of 
these formidable barriers ! The days had passed 
wherein the brave citizens were enabled to defend 
themselves against foreign assault by help of their 
municipal bulwarks, in lieu of which a small force, 

B a 
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jscarcely sufficient for defence^ was now snbstitated^ 
Walls and ramparts could no longer preserve them! 
They were already threatened by the approach of 
the enemy; and, in short, Hamburgh presented^ 
at that time, no single point itpon which the eye 
could rest with pleasure. How speedily, thank 
God ! has a revolution of events again taken 
place. 

After I had received a fresh passport from the 
Danish ambassador, I travelled on by way of 
Altona, but found, to my cost, that the Holstein 
diligences were far from accommodating. They 
consisted^ at that period, of open carriages shaped 
not unlike baskets, each of which was drawn by 
three horses abreast, who pranced along with suf-* 
ficient rapidity, but kicked and plunged diaboli* 
cally; and it happened, fortunately for the passen* 
gers, that the vehicle bad to pass over numerous 
sandy tracks. On the other hand, a very praise- 
worthy arrangement exists in that part of the 
country, namely that, at every half-post, the 
publicans are ready prepared with refreshments 
for the expected travellers. ^ The postilions, how« 
ever, at present, dare not stop at will. 

We passed through Pinneberg, and, towards 
evening, reached Elmshom, where the road 
proceeded through a large inn; but the pos« 
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fiBonSy not being in the pay of mine host» 
made straight on to the coach-office. Our de^ 
]»arture from this place was gloomy enough, fof 
night was coming on, the sky looked threatening, 
and I, sitting in this uncovered vehicle, was ex- 
posed to all its angry humours; in fact, after 
awfaite, the rain descended in torrents, and I was, 
of course, completely drenched. By daybreak 
we arrived at Itzehoe, and had still five miles to 
travel across a most desert heath to Schobstadt, 
which formed the next post. 

In this village we found it difficult to procure 
either *^ entertainment for man or beast,'' as it 
was merely a by-road, frequented only on account 
of the Elbe blockade, then in existence. The 
relay of horses was necessarily fetched from the 
plough, and the postilion, a young lad first freed 
from the domination of his schoolmaster. A 
village pastor, who entered the diligence with me, 
stated that he was now on his way to preach a 
trial-sermon, for the prize attached to which no 
less than thirty candidates were striving. 

In the afternoon we entered the pretty little 
town of Haide, which) at the spacious market^ 
place, contains a church smaller even than either 
of the houses adjoining it. This town being, on 
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account of its cross-roads, a famous rendezvous 
for different vehicles, I had an opportunity of 
getting a little rest, and it was late in the evening 
before the signal was given for our further pro- 
gress. We now soon found ourselves in the 
Holstein- Marsh country, and, towards morning, 
were on the banks of the Eyder, which we crossed 
by means of a flying-bridge, the constructionr 
whereof appeared to be most firm and ingenious, 
and well calculated to resist the strong flood and 
heavy torrent of that impetuous river. 

In Frederickstadt, which we speedily reached, 
the inhabitants, notwithstanding the morning was 
now advanced, all seemed, without exception, 
bound in the silken fetters of sleep. It was the 
sabbath, and, perhaps, they imagined this to be 
one method of keeping it holy. Hence some 
delay arose in the operations necessary to enable 
us to pursue our journey. 

The most-frequented road from Frederickstadt 
is that by Toningen — the least-frequented that by 
Husum.. My fellow-passengers agreed in taking 
the former, and accordingly I got a whole coach 
to myself, which, however, to the no small delight 
of the postilion, I soon shared with a blind gen- 
tleman. We continued our course along dyke- 



AN OFFICER. 18 

roads, between deep marsh-lands filled witb the 
finest sheep and oxen; and still, as we passed 
along, I remarked that the air became more bleak 
and severe, which I attributed to our approaching 
the shore of the North Sea* From the fiat nature 
of the country, Husnm became visible long before 
we reached it; indeed, at times, it appeared to 
lie almost within a bow-shot^ but the numerous 
windings of the road greatly increases the dis- 
tance. 

Upon arriving at Husam, I lost no time in 
transacting various little matters connected with 
my voyage ; and, towards evening, received intel- 
ligence that, should the wind prove favourable, 
the packet-boat wherein I had secured a place 
would sail on the morrow. The wind, however, 
was unaccommodating, and, therefore, I had no 
choice but to remain on shore. 

It is not easy to describe the sensations with which 
one regards the broad ocean for the first time. A 
feeling of exalted admiration is strangely mixed 
and mingled with an emotion of shuddering fear. 
The town wherein I was now awaiting a prosperous 
gale, although situated upon an eminence, so 
closely overhangs the sea that, in flood-tide, the 
billows dash their foam upon the very fronts of 
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tke buildings. The town is long rather than hroad ; 
and, to a stranger, the innnmeraUe nests of 
storks, absolutely formed upon the house-tops, 
present a very curious appearance; the noise, 
however, of these birds, is sufficient to drive an 
invalid to distraction. The inhabitants of Husum 
wear the aspect of robust strength and health. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Departure from my native Country — Conyeniences of a Packet* 
boat— Sea-sickness — A Landman's Sensations in a Storm— 
HeKgoland — Comforts of lying at Anchor*-- The Coast of 
Suffolk— -ArriTai in the Month of the Thames* 

On the morning of Tuesday, the 14th of August, 
the captain of the packet-boat came, about six 
o'clock, into my room, and awoke me, saying that 
I must be on board within an hour, as the wind 
Uew favourably from the east, whereby he should 
be enabled immediately to set sail. I hastily 
dressed myself, had my luggage conveyed to the 
harboar, and went, meanwhile, to take leave of 

Capt. N , who was staying at Husum for the 

purpose of forwarding to England the recruits for 
the Grerman legion, and from whom I had received 
many marks of kindness. He was even polite 
enough to accompany me to the harbour; and, 
on my arrival there, I saw a little boat, scarcely 
twelve feet in length and six in breadth^ into which 
I was stowed, together with eleven other indivi- 
duals and their, moveables, so that I had enough 
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to do to preserve my personal equilibrium, and was 
quite disqualified from sentimentalizing (as I might, 
perhaps, otherwise have done) upon the occasion 
of quitting, possibly for ever, my maternal earth. 
The wind blew fresh, and, in half an hour, we 
reached the packet wherein our voyage was to be 
made, being each obliged to pay a dollar for our 
passage thus far I It was certainly a high charge, 
but is not a solitary instance of the advantage 
taken, by knavish persons, of peculiar circum- 
stances. Immediately after us arrived another of 
these small craft, with fifty recruits for the legion ; 
and, subsequently, the captain himself, with a 
stock of fresh provisions. At first, I could not 
imagine how it was possible to accommodate in 
ibis vessel, infinitely smaller than I had expected 
to find it, so many men and so much luggage. 
By degrees, however, all got tolerably well 
stowed. 

Hardly had another packet-boat, which had 
been lying near us, got under weigh, and our own 
sails been unfurled, and anchor weighed, before 
the wind changed to the north-west, and the 
heavens, which had previously been beautifully 
clear, became obscured by heavy clouds. Not- 
withstanding, as the wind was not directly contrary, 
we sailed on, between two rather awkward sand- 
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banks, on account of which oar vessel heeled ft 
good deal. It soon, however, blew ^ gale, which 
had the effect of tossing our bark to that degree, 
that few of the passengers could keep their legs : 
—in fact, several of the recruits, who had been 
piously drinking, until they could scarcely see, 
to the success of their native land, stood no small 
chance of tumbling overboard. Having proceeded 
in this manner some hours, the wind veered again, 
and, unfortunately, still more to our disadvantage. 
The flood-tide was also opposed to us, whilst the 
neighbouring sand-banks did not permit us to 
tack. In this dilemma it became necessary to 
cast anchor at the distance of little more than 
seven miles from Husum, which was still plainly 
in sight ; and the motion of the ship having ac- 
quired a new impetus, we swung from one side 
to the other in much the same manner as if in a 
cradle. Whilst lying here at anchor, the captain 
divided the recruits into parties of eight men each, 
distributing to every party a wooden dish filled 
with yellow pease and meal for dinner. I was at 
a loss, at first, to comprehend how, in so narrow 
a space, these provisions could be cooked ; but 
soon had an opportunity of clearing my doubts by 
the sight of the huge saucepan, and by discover^ 
ing that the English method of dressing meat is 
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more iqpeedy than oms, as they do not ISte it 
l»oiled near so much : the great beat arising feoiB 
the coal«fire, likewise, expedited the process^ 
For the cabtn-pasaengera, who conasted (exclusive 
of the oaptaio) of a lady, an ofiScer, and myself^ 
il was yet too early an hour, and, acowdingly, a 
sort of lunch was placed before us, for which the 
keen sea-air had given us a considerable appetite. 
In the afternoon the atmosphere deared up and 
grew more pleasant, biai the wind still continued 
in our teeth. The heaving of the vessel, however, 
gradually subsided, and at four o'clock, pan. we 
were able to take our first dinner on board in 
tolerable comfort. In order, I suppose, that the 
meal might be characteristic of his country, the 
certain regaled us with roast hee£ and its usual 
appurtenances : and as the recruits were now con* 
sidered in the light of English military, they re- 
ceived, towards evenings the customary allowance 
of breads butter, and rmnu Although in the 
directions of north, south, and east, land was 
still visible, I had the satisfaction, for the first 
time, of witnessing the splendid effect of the sun 
setting over the ocean. Our ship, as I have 
already observed^ was of narrow dimensions when 
viewed in reference to a company of seventy-four 
persons; and hence, particularly during night. 
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our room iras necessarily curcMmscribed. My orib 
was situated in the third range in the cabin ; and 
being almost blocked np by chests and other impe- 
dimentsy and not aboTe a yard in heigth, I had con- 
siderable difficulty in getting into it 

On the foUowing morning, the wind chopped 
about towards the souths whereby we were extrir 
cated firom our vexatious retardment. Although 
not able to make much way by means of this side- 
current yet about noon we had lost sight of 
landy a sensation very peculiar when experienced 
for the first time« Bat another species of sensar 
tion now attacked our raw recruits, produced by 
Uie increased motion of liie packet. They grew, 
in fact, for the most part, dreadfully qualmish ; 
and I soon found it necessary to go upon deck, 
in order to free myself from the witnessing of 
certain consequences, which might have been ix^ 
Btrumental in reducing me to a similar condition. 

The succeeding night we proceeded 'without 
jcrftslruction, although slowly, and before morning 
I was aroused by indications of an approaching 
tempest. As day broke the clouds divided ; and 
the air felt purer, and, at the same tin;ie, colder, 
the. further we got out. This afternoon our pilot 
left us^ as we had now plenty of sea-room.^ We 
should, by right, have reached Heligoland the 
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same eyeniDg, but could not get beyond the last 
red tun, which mark, placed in order to point out 
unsafe water, is shaped like a sugar-loaf, and 
varies in size only from several others which we 
had passed. I observed, by means of my glass, 
a number of seals upon some adjoining sand- 
banks. 

As evening advanced, the weather once more 
lotted suspicious, and the storm with which we 
had been repeatedly threatened came on in good 
earnest about midnight. The lightning was vivid 
and incessant; the thunder broke overhead in 
frightful peals ; whilst, to aid the uproar, the side- 
wind screeched and howled amongst the tackling, 
and the seamen answered it with loud exclamations, 
not always of the most delicate kind. Nor were 
either the women or the recruits backward in con- 
tributing their share to the harmony ; and, for my 
own part, I was tossed to and fro in my hammock 
like a ball. We shipped several very heavy seas, 
and the crew were anidously employed in taking 
in sail : shortly after, the pumps were all in action, 
as the water had penetrated almost every part of 
the vessel. All this, being quite a novel thing to 
me, excited feelings of no enviable description ; 
and, indeed, to say the truth, I was in a state of 
very undignified alarm. 
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There was, however, as it proved, no great oc* 
casion for my terror. The gale subsided with the 
rctam of day, and, to my unspeakable satisfaction, 
I. heard the captain announce, from the upper 
deck, that Heligoland was in sight, before which 
place it was his intention to anchor. I hastened 
up from below, and beheld, to my astonishment,- 
waves running, moratains high, npon whose snowy 
crest the island before me absohitely appeared to 
be dancing, whilst our little bark was hurled about 
like a shuttlecock, and seemed as if every instant 
it would be sucked in by the greedy and insatiate 
billows. The cold, cutting air did not permit me 
to gaze long upon ihi» curious fdthough somewhat 
fearful spectacle, especially as the deck was fre- 
quently washed by the waves, and, consequently, 
dl those individuals thoroughly drenched whom 
curiosity had attracted from their hammocks. 
About seven o'clock we cast anchor as near to 
Heligoland as the adjacent shoab would allow us 
to do, and found some shelter even from this 
neighbourhood to its rocky coast. The two English 
frigates which were blockading the passage of the 
Elbe likewise lay here. A few hours later, our 
jaded company found great satisfaction in the re« 
freshment of coffee and its accompaniments. 

We were compelled to remain here seven long 
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days — a period whidi seemed tnconoeivablytedions, 
Ae More so as the motion of die vessel, vhile at 
aiiobor, is «veD worse than when at* sea ; in ad- 
dkion to which the chfitl, damp sea air struck us 
most idhospitabfyy and we were not witiiout fears 
^t we might be driven from our anchorage. Oar 
pl%>TisioBs, also» began to grow Bcanty, and tlieae 
tnipleasant oircumstances altogether, joined to the 
iftflneiice of the sea-sickness, which had not yet 
wholly quitted 'uSy tendered our sitnatioasuflkientfy 
iiksome. By good lock, on the fifth day a 
(^cket-boat passed us firom England, by whose 
help we were furnished with a fresh supply of 
biscuit, had it not been for which we should^ in* 
fallibly, have found it necessary to go back to 
Husum. This packet-boat anchored here for tbe 
pmrpose of procuring a pilot; and it was witb 
considerable difficulty our captain got on boan) 
her, in order to solicit tibe supply which the con- 
turned rough fTtate of the sea prevented our getting 
from Heligoland. Water, it is trae, we had for 
four weeks in advance, bat it was becoming daily 
less and less drinkable, owing to tibe violent action 
df the ship: our master assured us, however, 
meanwhile, that, in case of urgency, our wants 
would be relieved by the frigates formerly alluded 
to* The number of vessels at anchor here, in fact, 



hud gradually increased^ tiotil, one morniDg, % 
eould count sevanteen. 

It is a Tiery interestmg speetacle to view a dup 
in full saily bome on, as is so frequently the case 
in these parts, by a istrong carretit. To a beholder 
at some Uttle distance, she seems as if lying com- 
pletefy on her side, — her keel being often dis- 
tinotly visible for several nunutes together. On 
tiie sirth day arrived, tinder convoy of a cotter, 
a 8tore*>ship destined for tfae use of the two 
frigates. 

At length the hour of liberation i^proacbed, 
and it was high time! We had grown so tho^ 
roughly tired of our confinement that we had 
scarce spirits to go through &e comt&oa duties of 
the day, and began to grow apprehensive Ihat we 
should weary even of taking our regular meals. 
Indeed the personal appearance of the cook, who 
was miserably deicient in cleanliness, as well aa 
&e look of the eatables themselves, presented 
no extraordinaory stimulus to the appetite* Car^ 
lessness and listlessness had seemingly crept up<]to 
every individual, and we were enabled to estimate 
die misery of a becalmed state at sea. Tlie cabm« 
provender consisted, generally, of roast fowls ; to 
vary which, we had occasionally a basin of soup: 
it was incumbent on us, however, to indulge in 
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these yiandsy particularly the latter, with caution ; 
since it was by no means unusual for the table to 
make a sudden lurch, and not only upset the 
quietly*seated expectants, but empty into their 
laps the confections which had been destined for 
their stomachs. 

On the morning of the 22d of August, at six 
o'clock, the wind having changed to the north, 
we once more weighed anchor, and were off: we 
now sailed so near to the island, that the people 
on shore could be distinguished without difficulty. 
The inhabited north- western part consists of a sort 
ol red sand-stone, and towards the eastern part 
the earth is soft and yielding, but influenced in a 
singular degree by the ebb and flood of the tide. 
That portion of the island which is built upon 
includes a space about a mile in length and one- 
third of a mile in breadth ; but, notwithstanding, 
it is said that upwards of fifteen hundred persons 
dwell within this circumference, obtaining their 
living chiefly by catching fish and acting as pilots. 
It had, as every body knows, its most productive 
season in the last war, during which it became 
known to many who had previously no acquain* 
tance with the spot. We lost sight of this naked 
rock in the course of an hour, and again had no 
object around us but sea and sky, on the former 
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of wUck several vessels were daticiiig about at 
different distances. I remarked that the ocean, 
according as its immense surface was ^tated by 
the windy presented the form of mountains and 
valleys ahnost as clearly defined as those of dry 
land, buty unlike them, invested with never* 
ceasing changes. The deep green of the water, 
as one gets fmrther out, also attracts the attention 
of the young voyager : it is owing doubtless to the 
mass not being so much mixed up with land- 
streams more or less impregnated with earth. 
Whole flocks of sea-birds formed our true and 
constant followers ; and when tired of continuing 
on the wing, they did not hesitate to skim upon 
the very surface of the highest billows. We pur- 
sued our voyage for two days and two nights 
without any accident worthy notice ; and on the 
24th in the afternoon, the captain announced from 
the mast-head that land was in sight, — information 
which operated upon us all like magic. Even our 
invaUds. as if bj miracle, sprang up from their 
sick couches, and those whom the protracted pas- 
sage had rendered splenetic, recovered their good- 
humour with equally surprising celerity. On the 
succeeding morning we encountered numerous 

• 

ships, and the air appeared to grow much milder 
as we gradually neared the coast of Suffolk. To- 
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wards mid-day we coald discern objects upon land, 
such as towers and trees; and in the evening. sun- 
dry lighthouses displayed themselves. 

I now lay down with the agreeable anticipation 
that it was for the last time on board this tiresome 
packet-boat; nor did my presentiment turn out .to 
be unfounded; for, upon waking in the morning, 
the long-wished-for intelligence was communicated 
that we were actually lying at anchor at the mouth 
of the Thames. I hurried immediately upon deck, 
and shall never forget the delightful sensations 
I at that moment experienced. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

Arrhral in England — Delights of Landing^Castom-Hoiise and 
its Ofllcers— A London Inn— St. Paul's Cathedral — ^The 
Mansion-Honse — Story of a German Gentleman— London 
Mendicants — English Prejudices respecting the Military — 
Hyde-Park on a Sunday. 

The morning was most serene, and the sun, 
gradually ascending from the depths of ocean, 
gilded the houses of the town of Wakering, which 
lies upon tKe left bank of the Thames, and contains 
• sea-bathing establishment upon rather a large 
scale. The wind, however, uprose with the sun; 
and chopping right into our teeth, combined with 
the ebb*tide in keeping us for a while stationary. 

On the Nore, to the left of us, were lyiug nu- 
merous ships of war of various sizes, and the shore 
was completely lined with batteries* Advantage 
was taken of the ebb-tide by a prodigious number 
of coal-vessels, which were dropping down the 
river towards their several destinations in the pro- 
vinces. Altogether^ a principle of busy life was 

c 2 
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apparent, calculated to arouse even the uncon- 
cerned spectator to increased energy and spirit. - 

On the setting-in of the flood, we got under 
weigh again and sailed up the river, being still 
obliged (the wind reinaining contrary) to tack a 
good deal. Hence, we often ran close along- 
shore; and passing in succession several pretty 
towns, arrived in the vicinity of Gravesend, where 
lay six frigates, to cover the passage. In compa- 
rison with these, our little packet cut but a sorry 
figure, — its masts dwindling, as it were, into 
walking-sticks^ wUlst theirs were decorated with 
Tarioufi colours, and the order and cleanliness 
which appeared to prevail could not but strike a 
foreigner with amasement. At the return of ebb- 
tide, we were once more compelled to cast anchor* 
and our master went ashore to announce his. 
arrival and make preparations for our disembar- 
kation. He brought back with him some fresh 
bread; milk, cheese^ &e. which, after our living 
so loDg upon sea-bisGuit, were real comforts. 

The ensuing flood carried us up as far as Dart- 
ford, and we could now distinguish the grand 
Arienal at Woolwich and the cupola of St; Paul's, 
and finally, in the aeighbidurhood of the celebrated 
Greenwich Hospital, cast andior for the last 
time. 
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On that same evening, (namely, the 26th of 
August,) we went ashpre, mod ihns ended ray fint 
iroyage, — the discomfort attending the early part 
of which was amply rerann«nted by the* interest 
and pleasure of the two or three last days. 

A cnstom-honse officer superintended the dis- 
embarkation ; but, so lax was his scrutiny, that I 
might earily have smuggled on land many ecmilra* 
band articles, had I been inclined to mark my first 
steps on the hospitable British shore by an illegal 
aad unjust action. The . case,, however, is very 
diffier^it at the Custom-;HQttse in London, whither 
all the trunks and packages were conyeyed in the 
vesseK The examination here is most strict, and' 
cannot be eluded; and, upoti a foreigner, it falls 
with peculiar severity* 

. But how singular was the sensation vriiich I ex- 
perienced on setting my foot once more upon land! 
Heaven and eartfi seemed to be all iii motion,^— 
whilst my head reeled in harmony, and my rebel- 
lious heels threatened every moment to trip me. 
Nevertheless, I «ti^gered along, until I found 
myself upon a by-^road leading fr6m Greenlricb 
to London. I had, at first, intended to make this 
little journey on foot, but the advice of a friend, 
added to the unsteady condition of Aiy legs, led 
me to avail myself of a passing eoaob^ wbereapon 
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iinagioatiiAi hadsufficiently tortured itself with tiu^ 
gloomy ideas, I was agreeably surprised by the 
entrance of a weli-dressed person and fellow-cow* 
tryman, who told me he had been requested by 
the mistress of the house to come and assist in 
procuting me any comfort I might stand in need 
of. By thb timely aid, I soon found^ my terrors 
▼anish and my conveniences increase. 
< Having passed a sufficiently disagreeable nighta 
I arose at a very esurly hour, but discovered thati 
according to English domestic habits, this would 
never do, for nothing was going forward in the 
house but scouring and dewiing, so that I scmx^y 
found a place to sit down in. 

This morning J took my first journey — for so I 
may fairly call it — in- London, in company with 
my before*mentioned German friend. I had to go 
to the Custom-house, in order to get. my ttiinga 
examined, in doing- which, without reckonii^ the 
delay at that place .itself^ several hours were ex- 
pended. Our road led us through St. James's 
Pmrk, which is of considerable extent, but pos- 
sesses no feature either of elegance or grandeur. 
Its principal ornaments consist of two or three 
straight rows of trees, an enclosed grass-plot, and 
a dirty pond. A few spattered benches proclaim 



it to be a public proioraade* which is, at tip^es, 
liFely eiioiigb. Of the yarioas bfuldiogS which 
idkirt this celebrated lounge, mfi^y are more dift» 
tbg^ished by the purposes to which they are de- 
voted than by an imposing extmor; and.otht^^ 
are altogether wretched and amnterestingt 

I visited, in tium, Westminster Abbey and 
•Bridge ; and, in the former venerable stracture, 
look great pteasnre in exaiK^iaing the royal tombs 
which are erected in the chapel of King Heaiy 
ihe Seventh. Passing from hence along the 
crowded Strmid, one of the gneatest thoroughfares 
in London, and fall of shops wherein is piled 
every variety of traffic, we shot through the gloomy 
arch of Temple^Bar, and, ascending I^udgate*- 
Hill, stood before the magnificent Cathedral of 
St. Paul's. This huge church, the building q( 
which occupied just a century less tjban that Qf St» 
Peter^s, namely, thirty-five years, is composed of a 
peculiar species of stone, extracted frqm the quar* 
lies of Portland-Isle. The immense dome produces 
an efiect superior to aay thing of tb^ kind J^ever 
befidre witnessed. It is matter of deep regret ijimt 
4his fine structure, the greatest architectural (nma* 
ment of the British capital, should be hidden by 
the numerous insignificant-looking houses where- 
with it is closely surrounded. In £act, though 

g3 
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situated upon an eminence, there is no getting 
any point of yiew by which its proportions can be 
fiilly seen and estimated. The interior has little 
decoration : no great painter has lent bis aid to 
render illustrious the walls or altars ; nor has the 
exercise of the sister-art of sculpture been by any 
means lavished upon its ornaments. With a lau- 
dable spirit of amsistencyf the interior circumfe- 
rence of the dome is decorated with flags captured 
by the English in their several engagements ; the 
trophies of war being thus introduced to compose 
and harmonise the spirits of those who enter the 
temple of peace. 

It is curious enough to observe that^ amidst all 
the vast press of people and throng of carriages 
perpetually passing to and fro in the streets of 
London, very seldom does any accident whatever 
occur ; in fact, I soon became convinced (although 
at first scarcely inclined to credit the thing) that 
nobody can possibly walk about in greater safety 
than here: the foot-passengers, with a kind of 
natural tact, make way for one another, as they 
proceed along the broad, beautiful pavement, 
which is kept in admirable order.* The wall is 

* The Aothor seems to be in a rery Qomplimentary mood 
jast here : his praise of the good order in which the pavements 
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mvariably given to the women; and there is no 
fear, if moderate caution is used, of being run 
down by the pole of a carriage. . 

We^ at lengthy reached the Costom-Hoose, a 
very large edifice, at which multitudes of bales 
are continually received and issuing forth. I now 
learnt the disagreeable intelligence that my trunks, 
&c. had not yet been unshipped, but would, pro- 
bably, be so the next day« Stress of business 
was alleged as the cause of this, against which it 
would, of course, be idle to remonstrate. There 
was nothing to do but to submit; and, accordingly, 
I again turned my face homewards. When, on 
the following morning, I returned, I was compel* 
led to seek out my chests and other luggage from 
a regular mountain of litter. Every thing was 
separately examined, and a small box, containing 
German books and instruments, reserved for fur- 
ther scrutiny— for which box I had eventually to 
pay a duty little short of two pounds ! 

Amongst other public buildings, my attention 
was particularly directed to the Mansion-house, a 
structure which might, for extent and ornamental 

are kept only Berres to remind a ** Citizen" of the melancholy 
nv^rse.— EDiToa. 
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style, be deaomimted a piilaoe: ita architooture^ 
liowever^ althpugh graod, k boftvy ; ii^ oolimns 
appear, at the first glance, too brgh to hannoiiu^ 
with the general plan ; and the interior may be 
termed rather splendid than tasteful. 
> But what most surprised and delighted me was 
a visit which I p^iid to the London-Docks, one of 
the great receptacles for merchant-ships. A space 
;has been cleared for this vast national woi^, upon 
which from 400 tp 500 houses originally stood. 
The puncher of warehouses which line these docks 
js immense. 

It frequently happened, during my peregrina- 
iions through the metropolis, that I heard the 
^rm of ''fire!" and, occasionally, actually wit- 
nessed the conflagration. Bnt it is odd enough 
•that this kind of thing attracts little or no notice 
junongst the good citizens. Each man plods heed- 
lessly forward, having, perhaps, just turned his 
head aside to observe the passing of the rattling 
engine ; and even those who live in the unlucky 
neighbourhood gaze listlessly from their doors or 
windows, viewing the scene with perfect noncha- 
lance, until it approaches inconveniently near to 
their own abodes. I one day saw an apothecary's 
shop in flames, the sulphurous smoke emitted from 



which was particubrly uopleawit, ab4 rendered 
ereiy one aronnd denrous of escapiog bb qaicUy 
as possible from so noxious an effluvium. Few of 
tiie assembled worthje3 ei^presied any pity fpr the 
suff^^rs upon this oceasip9« but seemed annoyed^ 
beyond measure^ by th^ disagreeable stench. 

It happened that^ on the day allnded to» I dined 
in company with a German gentleman^ whose bistpry 
possesses so much Tariety, that I will not jscnipte 
to lay a brief abstract of it before the reader* 

Bom in Brunswick, he received his edticatioit 
in Holstein ; by dint of some manoeuvring sm the 
part of others, he found himself entrapped into 
tiie Austrian military service, and was taken 
prisoner by the French in the battle qq the bridge 
of Lodi. When upon his passage to France, on 
board shtp, he was freed by means of thp English 
fleet sailing to Egypt, with which the enemy's 
vessel had the ill luck to fall in ; he now entered 
the British service, in which he made the campaigo 
in Egypt, and returned, after the peace, of Amiens, 
to London, where he received certain priase-m^ney, 
wherewith' he commenced business, and, at the 
time I met him, was considered an opulent man« 

The practitioners of the art &{ begging in Iion- 
don resort, occasionally, to very ingenious modes 
of attracting notice, of which the following ex- 
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hibits, I think, a curious instance. I one day saw 
a fellow employed in executing sundry very elabo- 
rate pieces of painting, with chalks of different 
colours, upon the stones of the pavement, three 
or four of which he had carefully cleansed for the 
purpose. He professed to have been a soldier, 
and his subjects consisted of scenes from the 
various battles wherein he had been engaged, each 
of .which had a written explanation underneath ; 
the whole was so dextrously managed, that it was 
impossible to refuse the poor devil your pence and 
praise. 

There is so strong a jealousy existing on the 
part of the public, in England, with regard to 
military men, that an officer, even if high in com- 
mand, seldom wears his uniform unless actually 
on duty; and, indeed, often makes bis servant 
bring his private dress to the guard-house, to 
avoid walking through the stre'ets home en militaire. 
Since the successful campaigns of the Duke of 
Wellington, however, this characteristic prejudice 
has somewhat relaxed. The entire number of 
soldiers, actually on guard at one time in the 
various parts of London (the most important capi- 
tal of Europe) does not, propably, exceed three 
hundred foot and about twenty-four horse. 
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Hyde-Parky on a Sanday, presents a scene 
highly characteristic. It is flocked to, in tiie course 
of the day, by perhaps a hundred thousand peo* 
pie, who seem to derive infinite amusement from 
sauntering up and down a promenade of about a 
couple of miles in length, and enveloping them* 
selves and their holiday finery in impenetrable 
clouds of dust. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Oepartare from LoMdon— -An English Stage-ooacfa—Melody of 
the Gaard^The German Postilions — Arriyal at Southamp- 
ton — English Inns — My Meerschanm prohibited— Dorches- 
ter-barracks — Visit to Weymouth — The " Gentleman- 
farmer'' and his Family. 

According to my instructions, I now began 
making preparations for my departure for South- 
ampton. The coach started so early as half-past 
five ; but as it is a custom in England never to 
eat before eight o'clock in the morning, I was 
necessitated to commence my journey with an 
empty stomach. The confusion and bustle which 
attend the setting out of an English stage-coach 
are almost incredible : nobody seems to understand 
in the least what is going on, and, in the universal 
disorder, I felt considerable dread lest my pack- 
ages or myself should be stowed into the wrong 
vehicle : an alarm which (so far as I was personally 
concerned) subsided on perceiving that the name 
of the place for which each coach was destined was 
conspicuously inscribed upon its outside. Both 
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immediately before and after any stoppage^ the 
gaard blows an intolerable blast upon bis still more 
intolerable horn --a liound whioh almost pat me to 
death, more partiealarly as it provoked a contrast 
with the melodions and heart^ebeering tones of 
the postilions of my natif e country. Often have 
I thrown myself back in a German .diligence* 
(having bribed one of these feilowB with an extra 
gratuity,) and listened^ delightedly* to airs whose 
simple and touching pathos ttiade all the scenes 
which I had quitted, with the deidr human beings 
by whom they had been animated, come swimWPg 
into my memory 1 

On the stroke ^f six, the eeaob started ;. Jtud 
abready, by eight o'clock^ we had changed horses 
twice. At about ten miles' distance from the 
metropolis, we arrived upon a heath several miles 
in extent, and upon which were scattered, here 
and there, little clusters of houses, differing most 
materially from our German huts in the cleanli- 
ness of their exterior and the neatness of their 
appurtenances. The disgraceful dnng^beap com- 
monly to be seen in front 4Df a German cottage is 
here, at any rate, confined to the back part of 
the premises; and the trim-glased windows* 
shadowed by snug white curtains, proclaim that 
the fondness tot comfort natural to the character 
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of the English extends even to the humblest 
ranks of society. 

In the afternoon, about three o'clock, we ar- 
rived at Winchester, and by six in the evening at 
Southampton ; having thus completed seventy-five 
English miles in twelve hours, at the usual rate of 
travelling, and including stoppages which occupied 
two hours. At the last-mentioned place, I acci- 
dentally met with an officer by whom I was to be 
furnished with fresh instructions respecting my 
commission in the German Le^on, and from him 
I received an appointment by virtue of which I 
proceeded, without delay, to join a cavalry regi« 
ment then stationed at Dorchester. 

My inn at Southampton proved far more com- 
modious than that at London. I am not, however, 
going to fatigae the reader by describing, in detail, 
my different adventures at these kind of places. 
Still, as I have to mark the peculiar impressions 
made upon me by residence in a foreign country, , 
I may as well at once state that the larger English . 
taverns are as decidedly inferior to those of Crer*. 
many as the lesser ones are superior. Cleanli- 
ness, indeed, is quite a universal care, and seems 
as natural to an Englishman as the want of it. does 
to a German, by whom it is regarded, when prac- 
tised, rather as a painful duty than a pleasant re* 
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freshment. In the Southampton inn, I was a good 
deal surprised to find not only the rooms, but 
stairs also, well carpeted — a luxury scarce ever to 
be met with amongst us, and by which the other 
accommodations may be estimated. 

Southampton is a pretty town, situated in . a 
pleasant country ; and the gaiety of the trading 
part of it almost emulates that of the metropolis. 
On the morning which succeeded my arrival, I 
journeyed on by way of Salisbury, where, having 
taken up my quarters at the White Hart, I made 
the necessary preparations to regale myself with my 
Meerschaum; but, alas! hereupon arose almost as 
great a storm as any I had experienced at sea ! 
My good landlady herself pounced upon me in the 
utmost consternation, and actually forbad the ex* 
ectttioQ of my design. In this she was undoubt- 
edly justified, smoking being generally prohibited, 
except in the tap-rooms of English inns. Under 
these desperate circumstances I sallied forth to 
visit the cathedral, the spire of which is said to 
be. the loftiest in England. Its interior is adorned 
with a great number of magnificent gothic columns 
and ancient monuments. 

In the evening I pursued my route to Dorches- 
ter, which X reached next morning very early, 
after a disagreeable journey in a close coach, con* 
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tainingr eight passeogersy several of whom most 
proTokingly objected to the introductioa of firesh 
air, by means of opening the windows, even at a 
time when we were well nigh suffocated. 

At this period there were two distinct species of 
barracks in England, one comprising those of a 
temporary, the other those of a permanent de^ 
seription, to which latter the Dorchester barracks 
appertained. They were consequently built upon 
a stronger and more careful constmciion than 
those which had been got up merely to suit the 
purpose of the moment In fact, they had ail the 
appearance of a little military town, and, in cir« 
cumference, extended upwards of half a mile, 
being surrounded by a wall twelve feet high. In 
the centre of the upper part was situated the prin- 
'cipal building, which was reserved for the resi^ 
deuce of the officers. It was a handsome-looking 
house, of corresponding extent and height; 
in front, was a neat range of columns; and the 
royal arms, accompanied with warlike emblems, 
graced a pediment above. On each wing of the 
officers' barracks stood a longer range, the upper 
rooms of which were appropriated to the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates, whilst the ground- 
Qoor was used as stables. These threcT piles of 
building stood upon a kind of eminence, at the 
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foot of which ^rere two others, the one intended as 
the hospital for the men, the other as a receptacle 
|br sick horses. Besides these, other structures 
.were incladed in this military station, such as a 
riding4ionse, houses for the barrack-master, &c. 
The whole looked very symmetrical. Neverthe*- 
less, as all our regiment could not be accommo^ 
dated here, I was obliged, with other officers, to 
take lodgings in the town, and many of the privates 
were billeted in different public-houses. 

On the 18th of September, being the fourth day 
after my anital at barracks, I had an opportunity 
of beholding, for tiie first time, his Majesty King 
Cteorge theThhrd, who came to review our regiment^ 
together with a train of mounted artillery, which 
lay at Bridport. I expected that^ on this occasion, 
there would be an immense number of spectators 
aissembfed ; but, on the contrary, I could scarcely 
count fifty; for, since the King made a point of 
visiting ^Weymouth every summer, to enjoy the 
benefit of sea-b«thing, kis presence was by no 
means novel, or calcdated to produce any parti- 
cular excitement. 

Shortly after tins oceurrenoe, a matter of busi- 
iiess led me to Weymouth, and I was very much 
•thick by the beautifuL prospects which exhibited 
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themselves at different points of the journey. 
From an eminence upon the high road, I, at one 
time, could command, to the left, a large creek, 
wherein lay several frigates, and, amongst them, 
the King's yacht, whilst, on the point of land hard 
by, was an encampment of several thousand men. 
To the right was Weymouth itself, a very pretty 
^wn: and, straight before us^ as if actually spring- 
ing out of the ocean, was descried the Isle of 
Portland. Altogether it presented one of the 
most imposing and cheerful coups d*(Buil I ever 
beheld. The house occupied at this watering- 
place by the King himself was not distinguished 
in any way from those in the possession of the 
nobility and other wealthy persons. 
, It appeared very extraordinary to me that I 
should have passed six weeks in England without 
having witnessed a single instance of rain, not- 
withstanding the climate is generally esteemed so 
damp and watery; when at last, however, the 
wet weather did set in, I could not help observing 
the clatter of the women's pattens — a sound per- 
fectly new to me. 

The life and manners of the English farmers, of 
whom I had an opportunity of seeing a good deal 
whilst I resided in the country, exhibit great marks 
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of cheerfulness and contentment: their sons and 
daughters spend their time in studying music and 
cultivating flower-gardens, quite heedless of the 
future, and desirous to emulate the ladies and 
genflemen of the cities. Their mode, of existence 
is, however, monotonous enough, being seldom 
varied, except by the occasional receipt of a news- 
paper. 
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CHAPTER v.. 

Barracks of Radipool — Wreck of an East-Indiaman : greater 
Part of the Crew lost — Diving for Treasore— King George 
the Third drinking llie Waters at Radwell— Easter Rioting 
—Fatal Result— The « Great Leviathan." 

About the middle of January our regiment 
changed quarters with the heavy-dragoon regi-r 
ment of our legion, which, until then, had been 
stationed at Radipool. As the barracks at this 
place were larger than those of Dorchester, I 
took up my abode therein. They belonged, how- 
ever, to the temporary class before alluded to, 
and stood hardly more than two gun-shots* 
distance from the sea-shore. They were of 
brick, and only one story high. Although it was 
now the middle of winter, men were employed in 
enlarging these barracks still mor^. The rooms 
were six feet long and proportionably broad, and 
were abundantly supplied with every comfort, ex- 
cepting beds, by the barrack-master. 

The cold weather was, by this, extreme, though 
it is worthy of remark that it was by no means 
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SO piercing on the beach as at some .distance in- 
land. The surge of the sea produced a most ap- 
palling noise in the stillness of evening;, in fact^ 
those who only view it in the gentle moods peculiar 
to the summer season can have little idea of its 
violence when lashed by the tempestuous gales of 
winter. 

, On the night of the 5th of February the mono- 
tony of our barrack-life was unpleasantly broken 
in upon by the calamitous shipwreck of an East- 
Indiaman on our coast, almost every soul on board 
perishing. The three masts of the vessel were 
distinctly perceptible from our station at the mo- 
ment previous to her sinking. One of the crew^ 
who had been fortunately saved, gave the following 
account of the particulars : — ^The vessel was called 
the Abergavenny, and had commenced her voyage 
from Lond6n to the East Indies a few days only 
prior to the melancholy catastrophe. Approachiog 
too near the rocky boundary of Portland Isle, she 
sprang a leak, of which, however, the captain 
took little notice until Jhe discovered that his ship 
was fast filling with water, and in danger of being 
lost. They now made way for land, ,as their last 
chance; but, owing to the .contrary wind, their 
progress was very slowi and, with scarce any 

D 
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further note of preparation, down she went! 
CU)iild she have got a cotiple of thousand paces 
nearer the crew might ha?e been rescued. 

This awful accident occurred at the hour of 
eleven, p. m, : the people on board, at the moment 
of the ship's sinking, endeavoured to avert their 
fate by clinging to the masts and rope ladders, and 
striving, amidst a deluge of rain, darkness, and 
cold, to hold on till morning. I%ignal*gun^ had 
been, of course, repeatedly fired by them, but the 
roughness of the weather prevented their being 
heard on shore. Exhaustion caused numbers of 
these poor wretches to drop, in succession, from 
the articles they convulsively grasped ; others were 
washed away by the impetuons waves ; and, out of 
a large complement of men, sixty only reached land 
again. Amongst others, a youth had struggled 
hard to save a young female, his relative, from the 
devouring element ; no effort for this purpose was 
left unexerted by him, — but in vain, and they sank 
at last, clasped in each other^s arms ! 

On the subsequent days, a number of persons 
were busily occupied in recovering portions of the 
valuable ladiug of the ship, by means of diving 
bells ; until, at length, the biUows completely dashed 
to pieces the sunken wreck. Bodies of the deadi 
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by dozens^ were daily washed npon the shorei and 
interred at the public expense. 

Towards the end of February, in the southern 
parts of England, the cheertul Spring begins to 
make its appearance, and I took advantage of 
this to undertake several rides in the adjacent 
villages. Amongst these is one called RadweU, 
where there is a mineral spring, the water of 
which is said to possess peculiar virtues. Here I 
have frequently had the honour of meeting, at^ 
tended by a single servant, the King of England, 
who received the water from a gentleman in a 
golden goblet. 

The festival of Easter is observed in England, 
as, indeed, are all other religious festivals, as a 
time more peculiarly set apart for rioting and 
drinking. The higher orders of society, in fact^ 
do not observe them at all ; and this diflTerence ap- 
pears, at first, exceedingly strange to the conti- 
nental visiter. On the Easter Monday of this year 
an event occurred in our neighbourhood which 
dashed the mirth of the populace ; for, in one of 
these drunken revels, a dragoon met his death in 
an affray with a sailor. 

I was one day a good deal amused by the sight 
of a huge fish which had been caught on the 
coast. Its length was thirty-six feet, and 'its cir- 
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cumference six ; and it seemingly belonged to the 
whale genus. The colour of its skin was black, 
without scales; and its tail, ten feet long, was 
destitute of fins, but had an uncommonly thick 
coat : the flesh was red. 

In the month of May, which, as if to illustrate 
the proverbial changeableness of the English cli- 
mate, was prodigiously cold and stormy, the coarse 
of my service called me to St. Alban's Head. The 
road ran at top of the precipitous height over- 
hanging the sea; and from hence, the largest 
vessels floating below us dwindled, in appearance, 
into minute cockboats. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Retorn to Dorchester — Stay at the Cantonments, near Wey^ 
month — Royal Reyiew — The King on a Cmise — ^Jonmey to 
Portsmouth — Wallingford Cariosity— Oxford Scholars con- 
trasted with the Students of the German Uniyersities — 
Splendour of Lirerpool. 

At the end of Jane our regiment received orders 
to march again to the barracks of D<M'chester. The 
temperature had now become warm and the air 
g^iial, and die eye wandered over the rich corn- 
fields with a feeling of great relief from the dull 
eternal monotony of the ocean. Our residence at 
the above place proved, however, to be but brief, 
for, in the following months the King again visited 
Weymouth, to bathe; and a grand review was 
planned, in which we were included, and, accord* 
ingly, repaired to cantonments near that town. 
The situation of these was singularly agreeable, 
the more so on account of the beautiful season of 
the year. 

The morning of the review having arrived, our 
regiment was posted upon an eminence, whereon 



54 JOURNAL OF 

it formed a line with the 15th English light dra- 
goons. At the foot of this eminence, several trains 
of artillery, both English and German, were sta- 
tioned. Fronting us, to the right, and close to 
the sea, was placed a corps of riflemen. Beyond 
was stretched the mighty ocean, upon which the 
royal yacht, with several frigates, and other vessels^ 
were dancing to a gentle breeze. Behind us, like- 
wise, upon a hill, a number of infantry and heavy 
cavalry regiments had formed themselves ; and, as 
the whole arrangement could be overlooked readily 
from our post, I had an opportunity of enjoying 
one of the most splendid and imposing spetctacles 
imaginable*. 

The King had arrived at Weymouth by six 
o'clock, a. m. and, at eleven, visited the body of 
heavy dragoons attached to our legion, which was 
lying at the barracks of Radipool. It was five in 
the afternoon, consequently,, before his presence 
was announced in our camp ; upon which circum- 
stance being made known, the entire body of 
cavalry, under command of the Duke of Cum- 
berland, passed in file before His M^esty. 
No sooner had the sovereign's approach from 
Weymouth been perceived, than he was greeted 
with a salute of artillery, which description of 
force having also been reviewed, the king rode to 
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the body of infantiy, by whom he was r^ceiv^d 
with a fethde-jine, three times repeated ; and^ no 
sooner was the air cleared from smoke, whilst still 
the mosic of the different regiments filled it with 
harmony, than the grand cannonading from the 
harbour began to roll its thunders through the 
atmosphere ; the riflemen then proceeded to give 
their salute^ which was echoed by the vessels lying 
off the port. 

A few dayf after thb, I saw the King and royal 
femily return from a little cruise they had been 
makingf The small fleet had consisted of two 
yachts, under convoy of a frigate, in company^ 
besides, with two brigs and two cutters. It had 
sailed at nine o'clock in the morning, and returned 
in the evening, at six. The royal family were 
brought ashore in a large boat, which was steered 
by a naval captain, and rowed by sixteen sailors, 
dressed in a uniform consisting of white vests, 
long blue trousers, black silk neckhandkerchiefs, 
and black caps with red feathers. Every direction 
of the officer who steered was attended to with 
almost incredible rapidity and precision; and a 
salute of twenty">one cannon, together with the 
melody of several bands of music, signalised the 
disembarkation of this revered monarch, of whose 
command over the respect and affeqtion of his 
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subjects, I beheld, upon this occasion, a conspi- 
cuous instance. 

Having successively had opportunities of visiting 
Salisbury, Northampton, Coventry, Canterbury, 
&c. in the course of which movements, I once or 
twice renevved my acqtiaintance with the British 
capital and its environs, I was apprised that, in 
consequence of the loss of the hattle of Austerlitz, 
and the subsequent peace between France and 
Austria, all the troops in the pay of England, that 
had been on the Continent, were recalled, among 
which my own regiment had been included, although 
I did not accompany it, having received an inter- 
mediate appointment in England. Upon its return, 
however, and disembarkation at Portsmouth, I was 
directed to rejoin this regiment, and, accordingly, 
repaired to that place. 

After having remained here eight days, it was 
decided that we should repair to Ireland ; and witd 
this view, we had to undertake a distance of 306 
miles-namely. to Liverpool. This march, how- 
ever, so far from fatiguing, seemed to me almost 
like an excursion of pleasure, as we had to pass 
through, perhaps, the most beautiful part of the 
kingdom, at a pleasant time of year, with short 
stages of fifteen to twenty-five miles, and over ca« 
pital roads. Our mode ofliving, alsO;Was excellent. 
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dltbough 9omewhat cosily ; an olBScei's dafly expenses 
amounting to between nine and twelve shillings^ 
for nothing more than ordinary meals. 

From Portsmouth^ we proceeded through Pe>- 
tersfieldy Alton, and Famham, three small towns 
in Hampshire; in the latter of which places we 
sojourned above a week, in order to afford our 
horses necessary respite. From hence we conti- 
nued our route through Odiham and Reading; 
and, subsequently^ along the banks of the river to 
Wallingford, in Berkshire. Here we were regarded 
with infinite curiosity ; every part of our equipment 
which bore a foreign character being scrutmized 
with wondrous exactness, and even our moustaches 
commented on, as things of a nature almost mira- 
culous. In fact, the English military not patron- 
izing these warlike appurtenances, I question if 
the good people of Wallingford had eve^ witnessed 
a previous example. 

From Wallingford, we proceeded to Oxford. 
Whilst still at a distance, the numerous towers 
and other lofty buildings of this beautiful town 
proclaimed it to be the seat of learning and clerical 
dignity. On entering it, I was particularly struck 
with the neatness and elegance of the whole place. 
The wide well-paved streets — the cleanliness every- 
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where apparent — ^and the exqumte gardens, aS 
combined to fill me with admiration. 

As one of the dignitaries of the Universtty had 
the politeness to offer us admission to the most re- 
markable objects therein contained, we took ad- 
vantage of his courtesy to inspect them. 

What a great difference is apparent between 
the English and the German student! nor is this 
distinction confined to mere dress or formality^ 
but is most perceptible in the habits and manners 
of the respective individuals. In our German uni- 
versities, the young men are boisterous, quarrel- 
some, slovenly in dress, and rough in address* At 
Oxford, on the other hand, (and, I presume at 
Cambridge, also,) the students are gentlemanly in 
exterior, quiet,* and rather reserved in their de- 
meanour; and, with their black silk cassocks and 
trencher*caps, present a powerful contrast to the 
neglige air, so general amongst the scholars at Tii-. 
bingen or Jena^f 

* If our author had been introdaoed to some of the evening 
reveU of these very well-behaved jQvmg gentlemen, perhaps, 
the «cene might hare modified his opinion, as to their quietness 
and reserve* 

t It is common enough to meet one of these youths attired 
in a shaggy grenA coat ; immense duck trousers, meant to be 
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Upon leaving Oxford, we passed tbe obser- 
vatory, which stands in an open place outside 
the city, on our way to Chipping-Norton, and 
the following day reached Shipston, where we 
halted. 

On the 1st of April, we arrived at Birmingham, 
a very large and popnlons but ill^bnilt town, the 
streets of which are narrow and without flag-stones 
for the foot-passengers. The manufactories in this 
place are numerous and extensive, but the people 
employed, somehow or other, can scarcely derive 
a bare subsistence from their utmost labour. Hence, 
perhaps, the stranger does not perceive here the 
same expenditure in dress and mode of living 
which strikes him in other English towns, though 
the principle of cleanliness still obtains. The Royal 
Hotel, wherein I slept, proved one of the most 
splendid places of public entertainment I had ever 
witnessed since the commencement of my expe- 
dition. 

On our departure from this great manufacturing 
town, it is almost impossible to describe the num-^ 
ber of gazers which the singularity of our appear- 
ance drew together, from which circumstance, iq 

taken for white ; linen to correspond ; and, glned to his HpS; a 
German pipe as long as his body. 
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fact, our horses had no small difficulty in making 
their way ! 

By Easter we had reached the vicinity of liver-^ 
pool ; but as the transport-ships^ wherein a heavy- 
dragoon regiment had been conveyed to Ireland^ 
were not yet returned^ we meanwhile proceeded 
to St. Helen's ; at which place having remained 
libout two days, we started^ early one fine Aprils 
inomingy for Liverpool; and, by eight o'clock, 
both men and horses were embarked < We had 
calculated on getting under weigh immediately ; 
but the wind having veered to an unfavourable 
point, it became necessary for us again to disem- 
bark^ (leaving the horses on board,) and to take up 
Our quarters in various inns— by which means I ob* 
tained an opportunity of scrutinizing more closely 
the superb town wherein I found myself. 
' The bank, the exchange, and other buildings, 
then unfinished, but which promised nobly, ex* 
cited my particular attention, as did the variety of 
quays, warehouses, &c. ; but the friend of huma-* 
nity cannot withhold a compassionate tear when lie 
reflects, that all this wealth and splendour owes its 
origin to the slave-trade I 
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CHAPTER VIll. 

Voyage from Liverpool — Arrival at Dublin— Observationg oil 
that Capital—f ravelling in Ireland— <' Dry Lodgings *'-« 
Dnnamore— Sympathetic Crows— Points of Etiquette — De* 
flcription of an Irish Mud-Hut — Whitmonday — Joys of 
Whisky — Irish Fortitude— Agricultural Implements^Chap- 
ter of Accidents — Election at Ballinrobe— Subterraneous 
Lakes— Return to Dublin. 

We bad a pleasant voyage from Liverpool, daring 
which nothing took place worth recording ; and 
on the fourth day after setting sail,, we found our- 
selves in the harbour of Dublin. 

The regiment having disembarked, and having 
been sent into barracks, the officers distributed 
themselves in different lodging-houses in the town, 
which, although I had just left Liverpool, and had 
resided in London, yet impressjed me with ideas 
of magnificence superior to any I had imbibed in 
either of those two cities. It has broader streets 
than the British metropolis, and the buildings are 
loftier; but the evidences of opulence and business 
so characteristic of that matchless capital are 
wanting. The hospitality of the Irish character 
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has often been obsenred upon ; and I am happy 
to add my testimony to that of the travellers who 
have |M-eceded me. But there is one thing which 
impresses the stranger very disagreeably ; I allnde 
to the violent contrast every where presented be- 
tween great wealth and absolute want. This is, 
indeed^ exhibited in all possible varieties. Along- 
side the elegant carrii^e, drawn by its well-fed 
steeds, you frequently see the most miserable 
dog-cart, dragged slowly by a half-starved hor9e, 
and guided by a ragged, raw-looking native, whose 
meagre form and sallow face sufficiently manifesto 
his utter ignorance of a plentiful meal. The wretcb- 
ed-Iooking hut is often placed in curious juxta^ 
position with the splendid palace ; and in short I 
might go on multiplying instances to a very incon* 
venient length. 

Our regiment having been reviewed by the Lord'* 
lieutenant, we were almost immediately de«* 
spatched to the north-west part of Ireland. The 
march extended to about 130 miles, and was ac- 
complished in six days. The country through 
which we passed had more the appearance of a de- 
serted than of a populous land ; and had not the 
read been good, our expedition would have preyed 
sufficiently irksome. 

On the 1st of Mareh» 1800, we left I>abli&, 
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(b9 immediate enyirons of vhich are pretty good, 
but, after a few miles were passed, we began to 
remark a most sensible alteration. The contrast I 
before alluded to was here i^ain perceptible, al- 
tbongh in a different way, for the rich soil and 
picturesque scenery were in anything but harmony 
with the mud*cabins, which appeared to be the 
prevailing form of Irish habitations. The people 
all looked sullen and dejected ; and the cows and 
sheep were the only living creatures which bore 
any semblance of English good feeding. 

In the course of the day we reached the small 
town of Killcock, where we were received into 
houses destitute both of tables and chairs ! and 
from hence, proceeding onwards, and finding little 
difference m Ibe features of the landscape, we 
arrived in the evening at Kinnegad, County 
Westmeath, where the accommodations turned 
out to be something better. Here and there on 
the road we perceived sundry dilapidated cot- 
tages, whose dreary appearance bore ample testi- 
mony to the wild and ruinous scenes of the Irish 
rebellion. 

On the 5th day, having continued our march 
over a desolate-looking moorland coimtry, we 
arrived at AtUone, County Gkilway, which is said 
to be one of the largest towns in Ireland, although 
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containing only about six hundred houses. The 
barracks, constructed for the use of artillery and 
infantry, were the best^looking buildings in the 
town, and here I met, for the first time since 
leaving Dublin, with a military force. We were 
invited to join the mess of the English officers, 
but for which act of courtesy, on their parts, our 
fare would have been indifierent. As it was, 
however, we did exceedingly well, especially 
with respect to wines, which they had procured of 
first-rate quality* 

The following day we resumed our dismal jour- 
oey, and the country, instead of improving, ap^ 
peared to grow worse and worse. We now rarely 
encountered even a solitary mud-hut, and the 
whole scene presented little else than a collection 
of huge blocks of stone, covered with moss. The 
inscription over the door of a public-house which 
we made a brief halt at struck me as being of a 
very singular character, namely, '' Dry Lodg- 
ings !" leaving the traveller to suppose that such a 
luxury as preservation from humidity was scarcely 
to be calculated upon in an Irish inn. At Ballina- 
more we stopped for the night; but really the 
houses of refreshment wore such a dilapidated ap^ 
pearance that it seemed quite hazardous to venture 
withinside them; nor would anything have induced| 
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me to do so but the dreary alternative of bivouack'^ 
ing uQder a very threatening sky, 

Indeed it is scarcely possible to describe the 
marks of poverty and utter destitution visible 
every mile we travelled in this island, which is 
evidently destined by nature for a much better 
fate. As we marched by, the wretched natives 
sauntered to the doors of their still more wretched 
huts, and gazed stupidly at the passing cavalcade. 
Miserable^-looking horses, or rather asses, were 
here and there to be seen, with rude panniers 
thrown across them, filled with turf, &c. and tied 
together by ropes of straw. 

At length, after a very fatiguing journey, we 
arrived at Dunamore, the place of our destination, 
which, from various accounts, as well as from its 
sounding name, I had been led to imagine was a 
place of some note. As it turned out, however, 
my expectations were completely baffled, since 
the town comprised only about some twenty or 
thirty brick houses, and a corresponding number 
of mud cottages. The church and church-steeple 
were quite covered with ivy. Our arrival occa- 
sioned the assemblage of a whole host of ragged 
natives, who gazed on us with a- feeling appa- 
rently half friendly and half hostile. Our barracks 
had been formerly a gentleman's country house. 
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and proved tolerably comfortable; the ftirnitare 
was, however, of a true IrUh character. A mul- 
titnde of crows, which had established their quar- 
ters in the surroandiDg trees, disturbed by the 
bustle of oar approach, became as noisy as possible 
-*--I snppose, in the spirit of sympathy. 

Thus terminated our progress from Portsmouth 
to Dunamore, which bad occupied the term of two 
months ; and so little cause had I for satisfaction, 
either in the country through which I had passed 
or the town wherein I was now stationed, that I 
conceived it absolutely impossible I could hold it 
out above a week ! little* however, are we aware 
of our own power of endurance. 

The climate of thi& part of ** green Erin ^ is 
mild, but damp ; and seldom is a day to be met 
with which presents a cloudless sky. The land* 
holders, and other opulent persons, seem by com* 
mon consent to have abandoned this unfortunate 
island ; and either Dubliui or the overgrown Eng- 
lish capital, receives both them and the monoy 
which they extort from the hapless tenantry. 

An Irish hut| though a good deal talked about, 
is perhaps not very clearly conceived, even by an 
Englishman. Its dimensions are usually from six 
to eight feet in heighti and about twelve in circum*^ 
ference : it is thatched with straw, above which is 
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generally laid a coat of turf. The light is admitted 
through a rode aperture, stopped up in bad wea«i 
ther ; in one corner of the interior is a straw bed for 
the Christian part of the family : in another, a similar 
receptacle for a large sow and her little offspring ; 
to these inmates are often added a goat, an ass, or 
some other quadruped ; and the remainder of the 
hut is occupied by a broken table^ a three-^legged 
stool, and a spinning-wheel. Around the turf-fire 
are gathered the owner of the mansion^ his wife and 
children — the happy pair deeply engaged in im» 
bibing the fumes of the fragrant weed. The hok 
appropriated to exit and entrance is constructed so 
low, that the visiter must crouch almost double in 
order to gain admittance. 

In this same melancholy town of Dnnamore^ 
there sure two churches — a Protestant and a Catholic 
one,-^but neither of them has a peal of bells. The 
very grayes in thechurchyards partake of the rude 
character of the people — consisting merely of heaps 
of unhewn stones. If anybody of particular note 
is to be consigned to earth, an immense block of 
stone is raised oyer his remains ; but as to inscrip- 
tions, nothing of the kind appears. 

It is the custom, both in this country and in 
England, for the residents of a place to pay the 
first visit to a stranger. It was^ therefore, with 
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high gratification that I received the cards of the 
minister, and of a military officer who had just 
retomed from the Contment and had a seat in 
the neighbourhood. The intercourse which sprang 
herefrom was, indeed, under my forlorn circum- 
stances, agreeable in the extreme. 

Whitsuntide, which in Grermany I had been ac- 
customed to observe with reverence and self-denial, 
was celebrated here with feelings the very re- 
verse; and that, although Ireland is a Catholic 
country. On Whitmonday, a fair was held in the 
town for the sale of yam, and on the following 
day succeeded a cattle- show, of a very indiflerent 
character as to the exhibition of four-footed ani- 
mals, and a very peculiar one as regarded their 
biped proprietors. The latter, indeed, however 
their bai^aining might terminate, seemed resolved 
to grow merry ; and proceeding from one step to 
another, became at length unable to move at all-— 
dropping down very afiectionately by the side of 
their beloved whisky-casks. On others, it is true, 
this potent beverage took a different effect, ren- 
dering them noisy and quarrelsome; and hence it 
became necessary for the military power to be 
called in, to prevent bloodshed. This circumstance 
gave me opportunity to observe another peculiarity 
of the Irish character. When the ringleaders of 
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the disttirbance had been secured and were led 
before the magistrate, they fell on their knees and 
implored ** mercy " in the most abject terips : — a 
mode of conduct never pursued in England, where 
an offender often braves the gallows itself with 
imperturbable fortitude. 

About ten miles from Dunamore lies the more 
considerable town of Tuam. Hither business oc- 
casionally led me, and in its vicinity I saw, for the 
first time in this part of the country, a plough 
used. Its construction, however, was so clumsy, 
particularly as it was without wheels, that two 
horses, assisted by all the power of three men, 
were barely sufficient to drag it along. Towards 
the end of August the harvest commenced ; but 
for carrying on this important agricultural labour 
no other implement was employed than a small 
sickle. The bundles of com, when reaped, were 
borne home on the backs of the labourers, and 
afterwards threshed, with huge bludgeons, on a 
large stone. 

By the end of September, the dense masses of 
cloud, and the increasing cold, contributed to 
render our quarters more cheerless than ever ; and 
I was accordingly mach pleased at the communi- 
tion of orders to join the greater body of our 
regiment at Ballinrobe, about twenty miles off> 



70 JOURNAL OV 

from which place I took occasion to visit Castlebar, 
where the French general Humbert had^ some 
years previously, made his unsuccessful descent. 

On the 9th of November, intelligence reached 
us, in this obscure nook, of the fatal termination 
of the battle of Jena, whereby all hopes seemed 
to be destroyed, for the present, of revisiting 
our native country. The proverb says, that " mis* 
fortunes seldom come singly ;" and the truth of it 
was in this instance illustratedi for a succession of 
storms and deluging rains set in, which latter, 
eventually, not only soaked through the roof of 
our barracks but actually sapped their foundations, 
rendering the lodgement unsafe as well as incom- 
modious. Our people, unused to this kind of 
weather, soon drooped under its pestiferous ef* 
fects ; and dysentery (to which one of my brother- 
officers Tell a victim) attacked the regiment to a 
very alarming extent. It will readily be imagined 
that these circumstances did not tend to enliven 
our local ennui. 

After having witnessed an election for two mem* 
bers of parliament at Ballinrobe, which gave rise 
to infinite confusion and innumerable broken 
heads, I was instigated to visit the famous sub- 
terranean lakes situated about eight or nine miles 
from that town. We descended some twenty-five 
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feet below the sttrface of the earthy and, on in* 
fipection^ found these streams, which are said to 
cimpty themselves into the Atlantic Ocean, ffom 
twelve to eighteen feet in breadth. Their course 
is serpentine, but owmg to the small p<Mrtion of 
light which we could command it was difficult tQ 
trace them far. 

In the month of February^ 1807, I received an 
invitation to visit a gentleman's country-house in 
the neighbourhood : and here, although there was 
abundance of solid comforts, amounting to absolute 
profusion, tho negligent habits of the country re- 
tained their influence, and were conspicuous in the 
dilapidated appearance of the mansion — the bed 
and window curtains of the sleeping-rooms being, 
although rich in material, dirty and ragged. 

It is impossible not to be struck with the 
evidences of hardihood displayed by the Irish 
peasantry. Nothing is commoner than to find 
them travelling almost an incredible distance in 
one day unsupported by any thing but a roasted 
potato or two and an occasional drink from a 
spring. In winter the children run about, with 
infinite glee, barefooted, upon the ice and snow. 

At lengthy in the beginning of June, it was 
intimated that we should forthwith quit Ireland, 
although the point of our destination remained 
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concealed. We suspected, however, that it was 
Sweden, in which country a corps of, English 
troops (together with a division oC oar legion) was 
stationed. On the 10th of June we actually did 
leave this desolate Ballinrobe, (apparently to the 
great regret- of the inhabitants,) and taking the 
same direction by which we had travelled to it, 
found ourselves once more on the road to Dublin, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Embarkation at Dublin^Passage to Liyerpool— Halifax and 
its Neighbourhood — Remarks on the Contrast between ma- 
nnfactaring and agricultural Districts-- York— Arrival at 
Hall'Peace of Tilsit— Pleasant Quarters— The Veteian of 
the Seven Years' War— Orders for sailing. 

On the eveniDg of the 18th of June, 1807, 1 sailed, 
in company with the last division of my regiment, 
from the Irish capital. The beautiful harbour was 
thronged with boats and the shore with spectators ; 
and the shouts of the people responded to the lively 
notes of our music. A passage of thirty-six hours 
(wind and weather being favourable) wafted us back 
to the bustling, opulent port of Liverpool, where 
we awaited further orders, for the arrival wheteof 
we felt extremely anxious. 

The division to which I was attached received 
directions to pursue its march by way of Warring- 
ton, Bolton, and Rochdale; and, subsequently, 
through a most bewitching country, to Halifax, in 
Yorkshire : hill and dale combine4^in this fruitful 
district to invest the scenery with never-ceasing 

E 
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variety, and meadows of the most luxuriant herbage 
enclosed cattle which looked the very pictures of 
health and frolicksome enjoyment. Large manu- 
factories every now and then displayed themselves, 
and reminded the traveller of the industry and 
wealth which rendered the region flourishing in 
artificial as well as natural advantages. But, 
strangely enougii, all this was contrasted with a 
clumsy boorish look, and roughness of a^iarel, on 
the part of the people, rarely to be met 'With in 
other English provinces — a remark, by the by, 
which -obtrudes itself pretty generally whilst one is 
traversing a maniifacturingregixm; and from which 
the deduction arises that, to* the m{i9S of the com- 
inanity, agriculture is a more productive ^Inploy- 
ment than artisanship. 

'From Halifax, we proceeded to the important 
eity of Leeds, which is of immense size, an^ con- 
tains a great number of manufactories. ^Ilnnice 
our course led us to York, thexapital of the pro- 
vince. This is a large and populous city, bnt the 
streets are inconveniently nanrow, and many of the 
tenses and public bnildingswear a very antiquated 
fippearance. The cathedral, or minster, is by far 
the most interestii^ object hrere, ranking next to 
fit. Paul's in magnitude. The interior of this 
edifice is exceedingly venerable and majestic, and 



eneloses temy fine monameats. .. ISie exterior, is 
elaborately adorned with «cnlptwei» on whicJi, 
however, the hand of Tune has wrovght its cii0-> 
tomary dilapidation. ISie -sultriness and exceeding 
drought which we had hitherto experienced di^ring 
oar march from Liverpool made qs fancy our- 
selves quite <m another climate, when we ^leeol- 
lected the constant dampness and freqnei|t rains 
ofLreland. 

'On the SDth of Jane, we quitted York, after 
two days' halt, in the direction qf PockBngton, 
from whence we marched to Beverley, and ro- 
mped there nnfil the 96th of July. The cause 
assigned for this protracted sojonm was, that we 
might await the conclusion of the truce of Tilsit, 
which, as is "well known,- terminated in a peace 
between Napoleon and Alexander, whereupon the 
British government proceeded to fit out their con- 
templated expedition, the precise object of which 
was, however, still involved in obscurity. 

During the early part of our stay in this neigh- 
bourhood, we underwent considerable apprehen- 
sion, owing to the anticipated pacific measures of 
Russia, that our services would be altogether un- 
necessary, — more especially, as it was obvious that 
Sweden (to which our eyes had been directed) 
would offer no longer a theatre for our exertions. 

£ 2 
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It was, therefore, with no small surprise that we 
received, on the 26th of Jnly, orders for embark- 
ing the liext day at Hall; intelligence which, 
however agreeable it might be to some, was to 
many of as, who had little encoaragement, under 
the present aspect of things, to return to the Con- 
tinent, rather irksome than otherwise ; — more par- 
ticularly as we found ourselves here in capital 
quarters, and in the daily receipt of pleasant con- 
vivial invitations. By the commander-in-chief of 
the district, especially, we were treated with un- 
common hospitality. This veteran soldier had 
served in Germaqy during the famous seven years' 
war, and was additionally endeared to us by still 
retaining some smattering of the German tongue. 
On our departure, his concern really amounted al- 
most to the paternal. 
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CHAPTER X. 

£mbarkatioii at Hull— Helsingborg and HeUingoer— Rough 
Weather — A peep between the Flashes — Grog vemu Salt* 
Water — De?elopment of the Expedition— Disembarkation of 
the Troops — A << pvU altogether"— Quarters at Yagersburg 
— Roeskilde^ Affair of Kioge— The charms of Music — 
Public-houses at Nestred — Bombardment of Copenhagen- 
Capitulation — Surrender of the Danish Fleet— Beingstrup— 
Melancholy instance of the bereavements of War— Ring- 
stedt — Utby— Kallehayen — Copenhagen after the Bombard- 
ment — Re-embarkation. 

On the 28th of July, 1807, we embarked at 
Hull ; the preparations for which event seemed to 
iiftply the probability of a long voyage. On the 
dOth of the same month, thirty-six transport-ships 
left the harbour, containing our regiment amongst 
others; and having been joined by our coavoy, 
(consisting of the Defence, 74 guns, and a man of 
war which had been captured from the French,) 
and subsequently by another squadron of transports 
under similar protection, we made sail for the 
Baltic on the morning of the 1st of August. 
By the 8ih of that month we beheld the island 
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of Anhalt on our right, and to the left the Swe- 
dish coast. On the evening of this day the wea- 
ther, which had hitherto been favourable, became 
rough ; and towards night the heavens were dis- 
turbed by one of the most tremendous storms it 
has ever been my lot to witness. Hail, wind, 
lightning, and thunder, combined to lash the furies 
of the deep into horrible commotion. In the 
western sky the light of departing day still linger- 
ed, whilst the eastern horisBon was shrouded in 
black masses. The quickly repeated flashes dis- 
closed, to oar no small astonishment, a very consi- 
derable addition to our fleet, and occasinally Hel- 
singboi^ and the castle of Helsingoer half pre- 
sented themselves by the same fearful illumination. 
The increasing breeze howled and screeched 
amongst our rigging; the waves beat over the 
d^cks; and amidst this tremendous uproar our 
Commodore greieted, with a discharge of cannon, 
an admiral's flag-ship, which, it appeared, had just 
arrived in the roads and speedily returned his 
salute. 

Under these circumstances did we enter the 
roads of Helsingoer. The signal was given for 
anchoring ; in the same moment the wind . shifted 
and the gakf blew stronger than ever, and it was 
fidly midnight before the oessation of the storm 
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em^bled otr Teasel to east anehor aaA the sailois 
to recreate themselves after their exertiona with 
a siqpiply of Uqwl y^ry differral ftQm that wh^re- 
mtk daring &e hal few hoiira their bodiaa had 
bem dreDched. 

The moraing which aiieeeedied thia tenvpestaoiiv 
iH|^t (Sunday, Augnat 9th) was clear aad cahnu 
I vent upon deck, and was quite snrpiised at the 
beautifri sight whidi n«t my eyes* About 400 
!Eii^h dnps of war and transport iressela had 
grffdvoHj eolleeted together, and Helsingoer and 
Helsingborg lay completriy in view. I soon after 
aecottipaiued our raptain to the fomter plaee^ 
which, in its general aspect and style of buildings, 
bears some resemblance to flie English towns; but 
one misses greaitly the eonmodious pavemeiitB of 
the latter, as well as the prefailing air of comfort 
and opnlenoew Wedinedatanfkigfishmexchant's, 
wh^e a large company was asaemUed, but no 
meinb^ of it oouU aolve the mystery of our a|^ 
pearanoe here, although upon thb cif^imatance 
the disoourse almost wholly tsmied. 

In the evening we returned on board, and the 
object of our expedition now began to develope 
itself* Orders arrived prohibiting any further i»> 
terconrse with the shore ; and next day our vessel 
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took a station more removed from Helsingoer 
caistle. 

On the 13th instant, all the boats belonging to 
the transport-ships were examined and directed to 
be kept in readiness at a minute's notice. A sup- 
ply of two days' provisions was likewise cooked 
and distributed amongst the troops ; all which cir« 
cumi^tahces combined to forebode immediate land- 
ing. A report now spread that the purpose of the 
English government was to possess itself forcibly 
of Zealand and the Danish fleet, as a negotiation 
which had been carried on with the view of ac- 
quiring these peaceably had failed ; in the appre- 
hension of which failure, the squadron of Sir 
Richard Keates had, for some previous time, been 
so stationed as to prevent the possibility of any 
assistance being despatched from Holstein. 

The entire British land force accumulated for 
this enterprise amounted to about 15,000 men, 
and the combined efiect of their several military 
bands, sounding upon the water, was at once 
agreeable and imposing. They played for an hour 
or two every evening ; the signal for ceasing being 
given from the admiral's flag-ship and repeated by 
eviery other vessel. After dusk, the fleet assumed 
a very picturesque appearance, not much dissimilar 
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from that of an illuminated town ; each vessel dis- 
playing a lantern and yarious other lights. 

Although extremely near both the Danish and 
Swedish coasts, yet as all communication was in- 
terdictedf we felt no small privation from the want 
of fresh provisions, and more especially of water, 
our supply of which necessary article was, owing 
to the heat of the weather, particularly bad. Our 
vessel lay accidentally close alongside the admi« 
ral's ship, the Prince of Wales, a three-decker^ of 
130 guns : — hence, I had an opportunity of ob- 
serving that the commands issued on board a man- 
of-war are attended to with far greater precision 
than on board any other vessel. 

On the 15th of August, orders were issued for 
weighing anchor, and towards the afternoon of that 
day we were in full sail for the capital of Den- 
mark — the towers of which rose upon our view 
within an hour. Sailing by the small island of 
Huen, we anchored in the vicinity of Hellerup, 
where we remained stationary for three days, du- 
ring which interval every preparation was made for 
landing. 

The 18th of August, 1807, was the eventful 
day whereon the greater part of our armament 
was disembarked ; the light infantry and part of 

b5 



8S JOURNAL OF 

thd eavalry taking Om Tead. The podition of tbd 
British fleet was about two gunshots fh>m an island 
Just opposite the height of the Tillage of Hellefup, 
(upon which stood numerous large country-houses) 
and jabbut ten miles fironi Copenhagen itself. Day 
^as just beginning to break when I was cdled upon 
deek to witness this striking scene; Much noise 
and confusion prevailed around, proceeding froni 
the numberle^ boats ^dnch were gradually filling 
with soldiers, but still keeping close to the trans:' 
port-ships until the whole were ready* 

To eoTer the landii^» two gun-bo&ts were sent 
in very close to shore, and upon a given signal 
several hundred boats pushed off from the respec- 
tive transport-ships and made with all rafHdity for 
land: In each boiat were from twenty to thirty 
soldiers^ 8Cc« ; they were severally towed by stUl 
smaller craft wherein sat tjie o£Bcers* Within the 
next hour I could already perceive^ ibarching up 
the shore, a whole line of infantry ; and to our utter 
astonishment, no oppositiokl Ivhatever was ofiered 
by the Danes, although witJb the help of telescopes 
we could discern in the distance bodies of their 
cavalry. By ten o'clock, a. m. ten thousand men 
had effected a landing, and formed themselves 
iq^m the height of Hdtterup. In Ae afternoon, 
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100 kvM9f$, with their hon^s, together with the 
horses of the light-artillery and of the staff-offioers, 
were disembarked. 

The pacific^minded Danish Monareh and his 
UglKspirited son, the crown prinee (now kiiigX 
bad retired by the Belti with their court, iVom ibe 
scene of actioo, altboogh andergoing thereby some 
risk <^f capture. Two princesses bad however re* 
mained behind, in the caintal» but were promptly 
accommodated with English passports to enable 
them to join their friends. 

Next momingy by break of dawn, the army 
marched, in three columns, direct to Copenhagen, 
throwing back all the Danish oa^K>sts. The 
enemjr's gun-boats <tid, it is true, meanwhile ap- 
pear, and fired upon the l^t wing of the ad?ane» 
iog forces, but were soon driven back into the 
harbour by the English brigs and bcmb-ships* On 
the following day, when they again ventured out, 
they were fired on by oar troops from the shore, 
who likewise overthrew a (dUvision of Daoisb 
foKces wtuch bad attempted to occupy the high 
road, diivmg them back into the city. The result of 
tbis a&ir was the capture of one of the tfubiurbs. 

At the landing'place near Charlottenltuid, a 
strong party of seamen was engaged ia biwbAg 
ashore foodry battering euginep, to bo iwed in lfa0 
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siege, whilst CopeDhagen was beleagared on all 
sides; major-general Von Peymann having the 
chief command of its garrison. 

On the 24th, ;^wfaen the Danish troops Ht length 
seemed disposed to show themselves in good 
earnest, the assailants nevertheless succeeded in ob- 
taining possession of the suburbs on the northern 
shore, upon which occasion Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
with his division, particularly distinguished them- 
selves. The Danes had endeavoured to fire these 
suburbs, in which design they were only partially 
successful, and in truth little would have been 
gained by them had they been more so, since the 
English immediately changed their line of attack. 

I rode on the 2Sth to Yagersburg, about ten 
miles from the metropolis. My route lay through 
the royal gardens at Friederichsburg, where the 
infantry and cavalry of our legion were in canton- 
ments. The horses were fastened to the trees, 
and the men had erected straw huts. The batta- 
^Hon to which I belonged, however^ was quartered 
in barracks at Yagersburg. I was billetted in the 
house of an old lady who had not joined in the 
flight of her neighbours. The poor creature was 
full of terror, and informed me that at the time of 
our landing, and upon the advance of the Scottish 
infantry, all the other inhabitants had either de- 
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serted the place or had coDcealed themselves and 
locked their doors. These latter precautions, how- 
ever, were quite unavailing — the houses being 
opened by force. 

Meanwhile preparations for the s^ege of Copen- 
hagen were in active progress : when, on the 26th, 
it was announced that the Danish General Kas- 
tenskiold, supported by General Oxholm^ with a 
body composed partly of regular troops and partly 
of militia hastily assembled, was marching to re- 
lieve the capital. Hence it became necessary to 
detach an English corps, in order to frustrate this 
movement ; for which purpose one division was 
selected, under General Von Linsingen, com- 
prising three light dragoon regiments, a battery of 
mounted artillery, the 9dth English regiment of 
light infantry, &c* and another, consisting of the 
reserve of the army, (which advanced from the 
coast,) under Sir Arthur Wellesley. 

We marched during extremely hot weather and 
oppressed by many privations, until very late in 
the night, and then usually encamped before vil- 
lages, where (according to circumstances) we* 
either constructed rude huts with whatever ma- 
terials were to be gathered in the surrounding 
fields, or took possession of the nearest houses and 
sheds. Provisions, indeed, we compelled the in- 
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habitants to find m, but had frequently to fetch 
them ouneWes, whence arose numerous disorders 
incidental to a state of warfare, notwithstanding 
strict discipline was enjoined. We had no means 
of transporting supplies from one place to ano- 
ther. 

After passing three days on this disagreeable 
march, we reached Roeskildoi or Bosiulkroe, the 
place of interment for the Danish princes. This 
town is one of the oldest in the kingdom^ and is 
romantically situated, although in itself it contains 
nothing either of beauty or interest. I here re- 
ceived a Toluntary offer of quarters from a hidy 
who had been formerly attached to the Danish 
court, as she exinessed the most groundless terrors 
at the English who accompanied us, and hoped to 
receive throu^ me, a German, some little in- 
dulgences. We had expected to hare come up 
with the Danish militia at thb place, but now 
learnt that they had taken a position at Kioge, 
and intended there to uwait their enemy. Sir 
Arthur Wellesley, upon receiving this intelligence, 
decided on proceeding to attack them, and con* 
o«rted measures with General Von linsmgen for 
the latter to cross the intervening stream and thus 
get into the enemy's flank, whilst he (Sir Arthur) 
attacked them in front. 
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Ob the 29th of Ai^st both divisions put them- 
selves in motion in order to effect a junction at 
the point i^^teed upon. Towards noon oar corps 
arrived at tfao stream in question^ which was at no 
great distance from Kioge^ and found the bridge, 
as might have been anticqmted, broken up* Al- 
Aongh the river tum<9d out to be fordable, yet 
some delay occurred in consequence of tUs, 
whereby Sir Arthur was led to apprehend that our 
general had failed in Ids part of the enteiprise. 
Nevertheless he did not hesitate in assailing the 
enemy, who received him with a cannonade ; and 
no sooner had our division crossed the river than 
the infantry at once found themselves in the 
tUckest of the iEictiott& The Danes ultimately re- 
treated behind their trenches on the norfh side of 
the town, still endeavouring, however, to keep up 
the contest with their cavalry, and striving to turn 
the flank of the 92d regiment, which had pursued 
diem ; but Sir Arthur outmanoeuvred them in this 
point, aod they were erentoaUy driTen out of their 
trenches and fled in disorder into the streets of tiie 
town. The two English divisions now made their 
junefion, and unttedly pursued the enemy, who 
sought to rally in the chuichyard of Kioge, from 
whence, however, our artillery soon dislodged 
them. 
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The fugitives having been followed up about 
five or six miles, we encountered, in and near the 
village of Herfolgen, another Danish force, headed 
by General Oxholm, second-in-command of the 
hostile army. This was also posted chiefly in the 
churchyard of the place; and the English can- 
nonade being directed against the church steeple^ 
apprehension of- its fall quickly induced the enemy 
to surrender. Here and there a small party, or a 
single soldier, still continued a running fire, when a 
truce was concluded ; and on the arrival of Sir 
Arthur Wellesley, the swords of the capitulating 
officers were given up to him. 

In this village, which apprehension at our ap- 
proach had caused to be well nigh deserted, we 
halted — the few people who remained (consisting 
chiefly of women and children) having crept into 
various hiding-comers, expecting nothing less than 
death in case of discovery by our troops, although 
no kind of harm was projected towards their per- 
sons. Whatever could be found in the way of 
provisions was undoubtedly appropriated ; nor will 
it appear matter of surprise that^ in the ranks of 
an invading army, individuals should be included 
capable of committing still further spoliation. By 
degrees the terror of these poor people subsided ; 
and, on the second day of our encampment, their 
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women came confidently about us soliciting 
bread. 

On the third day we quitted this forlorn hamlet, 
which a week before had been wrapped in pro- 
found tranquillity.. After marching two miles, we 
arrived at the small town of Ringstedt, which 
place had been burnt down the previous year, but 
had been, for the greater part, subsequently re- 
built. Here also the inhabitants displayed con- 
siderable alarm, particularly as a corps of mffitia 
had been organised here, on which account they 
conceived it likely that we might visit them with 
additional severity. I was quartered with the 
family of a medical gentleman who had joined this 
militia ; and, as he had been taken prisoner, the 
aversion of his wife to receive any of us was ex- 
treme, notwithstanding our repeated assurances 
that there was nothing to dread. Her vociferous 
grief was indeed of such a nature as to remain in- 
delibly impressed on my memory ; and yet, next 
morning, no sooner had the band of our regiment 
begun to play than the cheerful sound appeared to 
create in her a wondrous revulsion of feeling, and 
warfare, husband and all were forgotten in ad- 
miration of a few wind instruments ! A few days 
after, the man returned to her longing arms safe 
and sound. 
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After a lapse of three dAjB, a part of our coips 
resumed its pursuit of the Danes, and vith the itt- 
tMt of seising whate? er amui they might find. 
As the infantry was tranqK)rted upon waggons, the 
ground was got over quickly, and we shortly 
leached the little town of Nestved, in the meadows 
aoirounding which we Uvouacked. The whole of 
our detachment consisted of tw<^ thousand men, 
for whom the inhabitants were obliged to provide 
provisions. Walking through the streets at this 
place, I inquired for a public-house, upon winch 
a tradesman's shop was pointed out to me ; I en- 
tered doubtingly ; but the housekeeper confirmed 
die report, and regaled me plentifully, appearing 
TOry anxious to learn whether any sacking of the 
town was likely to ensue. I replied, by assisdng 
lum that the question even was ofiensive to the 
character of English troops— «tid» as I found my* 
self very comfortable, sftreng^ened their confix 
dence by proposing to remain their guest until the 
departure of our division — whereupon they im* 
mediately expressed themselves at ease. 

Funwung our route five Danish miles further, 
we arrived at the coasting town of Wordingborg, 
where our infantry took up their quarters in the 
abandoned dwelling-houses, whilst a body of 
militia which had been stationed in the place took 



▲N OFFIGRB. 91 

to* their vessels a eouple of hours (Nrevious tx> our 
airival. 

The enemy appearing now ta be completely dis- 
lodged^ we returned to Nestved> and from thence, 
after an interval of two days, proceeded to Corsoer, 
a very pretty town situated on the borders of the 
Ghreat Belt* Stopping here likewise two days, for 
the purpose of seeking and appropriating all the 
arms we could get at, we next went, on the 8th of 
September, to Slagelse* The weather had now 
become very i|harp ; a circumstance which it is 
fortunate had not happened sooner — as our people 
would have suffered greatly bivouacking under the 
canopy of Heaven. 

Whilst we were thus engaged in marching from 
place to place, driving the Daniel military before 
us, and disarming the natives, the British force 
lying before* Copenhagen was not less active* By 
the end of August, they had so far completed 
iheir preparations for the siege as to be warranted 
in summoning the capital to surrender, which step 
was taken on the 1st of September by the respec- 
tive commanders of the land and sea forces^— Ad- 
miral Gambier and General Cathcart. As the 
answer to this summons was unsatisfactory, pur- 
porting the determination of the besieged to await 
.the decision of their king, the bombardment of 
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the city by the united services commenced on the 
2d instant, and i??as answered, though faintly, by 
the garrison. The fire soon spread rapidly amoDg^t 
the buildings of the ill-fated metropolis ; and in 
the hope that this specimen of the horrors of -war 
would produce the desired effect, our commanders 
suspended the bombardment on the night of the 
4th instant. This circumstance, however, occa- 
sioned the besieged to fall into a fatal error, by 
imagining the slackened fire of the assailants to 
result from want of ammunition — and, according- 
ly, they redoubled their resistance. Hence, the 
bombardment was renewed without loss of time, 
and that with so much vigour as to bring down the 
steeple of the principal church ! Horror and de- 
vastation now spread widely around. Bombs, 
Congreve-rockets, and cannon-balls were poured 
unintermittingly into the devoted city — and no- 
where could the affrighted citizens ensure their 
safety. Many of them strove to escape to 
Amack. 

On the 5th of September, the Danish com- 
mandant demanded a truce for twenty-four hours, 
in order to make propositions : but this was pe- 
remptorily refused, and the unconditional surren- 
der of the Danish fleet required as a preliminary 
to any negotiation. However, the firing was dis- 
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continued meanwhile, and on the 6th the enemy 
held a council of war, the majority of voices 
whereat decided not to subject the capital to 
further demolition, but close with the terms of the 
invaders. 

Lord Cathcart having summoned Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, (who had throughout greatly distin- 
guished himself,) they concluded, in conjunction 
with Sir Home Fopham and Lieut. -Colonel Mur- 
ray, on the night between the 6th and 7th of Sep- 
tember, the well-known capitulation, by virtue of 
winch the Danish fleet and naval stores were given 
into the hands of England. It was also settled 
that the British forces should at the latest within 
six weeks withdraw. It had been at one time 
projected by the enemy to bum their ships — 
an idea, however^ which was quickly abandoned, 
as it seemed only calculated to increase their suf- 
ferings and peril ; and thus this immense booty, 
consisting of upwards of sixty ships of war, of 
various sizes, (and in value exceeding 4,000,000 
dollars,) with a prodigious quantity of naval stores, 
fell into the power of the British Government. 
The loss on the part of the Danes was reported to 
be from 1800 to 2000 men : on our side it was by 
no means so considerable. 

The principal object was hereby attained of this 
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e(xpe£tion, vUdh had Biede ^oiiHieii wiae, and 
had given iise to 60 masy specolations as to>t^ 
▼iewfl <^ Niipoleon with respeet to dmwing Deo- 
fnark into the war end loereaskig his na^ advan- 
tages by means of her fleet. Upon this qaestioo 
I shall not presfnae to q>eak ^oi^dently ; hut it 
shonld be reooUeoted that the policy of that extra- 
ordinary individual led him to make tools of e^ery 
state over which his influence extended; under 
winch riew of the case, England may be held ex- 
ensed for preventing in this instance so consider- 
able an accession to her enemy's power. 

I was now qtiartered in the village of Beinig- 
strnp/ in the house of the clergyman, which being 
capacious, was burdened with eight oflicers and 
thirty privates. The necessary provisi6n for this 
large party engrossed, as may be supposed, the 
labour and attention of the household': and scarcely 
had their assiduities commenced, 4>efo#etBteUigenoe 
arrived to the wife of Ihe minister that her brother 
had perished during the hostilities attCopeak^n 
?— &at her father's house in ^at -city had' been hwnt 
down — aiid herbrotber'-in^law killedin the skirmirii 
near Kibge ! Hus disk^essing ooofbinatioa of inis- 
fortunes was well calculated to overwhelm the poor 
woman's heart and overflow her eyes : but the per- 
petual noise and rude confusiw ineideatal to the 
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aatafe of her gaests^ {M'o vented the foU indttlgesee 
even of tke latter mournful relief. 

At Hie termination of six days I proceeded to 
Ringstedty and two days after once mere entered 
Nestvedy where onr.stay extended to sixteen days^ 
during which time we lived on the best terms with 
the people of the town. But at length the ennui 
of OUT situation beeame almost insupportable, and 
one day whilst -driving to dissipate it by tomiiig 
over the leaves of Jja Fontaine's " Soaderling/' 
I was roused most agreeably by the roll of the ord* 
nanoe through the street, and the trumpat-signal 
for mustering — and in a few hours had already ex* 
changed my snug quarters >for others of a rougher 
description in a country hamlet. This hasty break- 
ing^up, as I subsequenHy understood, was in con- 
sequence of the reported landing on some parts of 
the island of Zealand of hostile forces — ^the Da- 
nish king not having hitherto ratified the capitu- 
lation. 

Our next 'halt for any time was at the village of 
Utby ; «aid -whilst- stopping here, I took occasion 
to visit Kallehaven, whereat there was a comntu- 
meationwi& the island of Moen, on which account 
it was strongly occu{Hed by <H]r troops. From an 
adjoining height, a very beautiful prospect is 
oommanded ;«-*theeye of the traveller wandering 
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over the laarge island of Falster, which, together 
with a number of lesser ones thickly strewn with 
country houses and gardens, uplifts itself beneath 
firom the bosom of ocean. 

I had, in fact, an opportunity of thoroughly tra- 
vernng the island of Zealand, which extends in 
length about seventy miles, and in breadth about 
forty-five. It is well cultivated, and requites the 
husbandman's care by returning him a plentiful har- 
vest. At the season of my sojourn there, the face 
of nature wore a most delightful aspect. The 
manner of living practised by the inhabitants was 
liberal, and resembled the English rather than the 
Grerman style, althou^ the language of the latter 
country generally prevails. 

On the 12th of October, instructions arrived to 
hold ourselves in readiness for embarkation, and 
the following day we departed from Utby. There 
was nothing very pleasant in the notion of this 
movement: inasmuch as exchanging the fine terra 
firma, whereon we had been stationed, for the dan- 
gerous passage of the Categat, at this advanced 
season of the year, was calculated rather to de- 
press than to elevate the spirits ; more especially 
in my instance, as I had contrived to form several 
agreeable acquaintanceships. 

We found ourselves, on the 16th of October, 
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'within a very few miles of Copenhagen ; and next 
morning, advanced (through one of the faubourgs, 
which had suffered great dilapidations from the 
hands of the Danes themselves) to the entrance 
of the capital. Here, however, our progress was 
impeded by a body of Danish cavalry, by which 
we were 'conducted, not through the metropolis^ 
but round it, to the Holm ; it having been stipulated 
that no English armed force should enter Copen- 
hagen. The harbour and the roads at Holm were 
praised by the English seamen, as amongst the 
most commodious in Europe. The place itself, 
at the same time, presented a desolate and ruinous 
q>pearance ; many of the warehpuses and wharfs 
being quite empty. 

I had scarcely sufficient time to make a little ex- 
cursion to Copenhagen, in order to provide my- 
self with necessaries for the voyage before us. 
Thisj indeed, I foand not very easy to accomplish, 
partly from a real scarcity of the articles I sought, 
and partly from the evident disinclination of the 
inhabitants to accommodate us. To speak truth, 
I had no desire to prolong my visit ; for the ob- 
jects around me, more especially the ruins of St. 
Mary's churchy were sufficiently mournful, both to 
the eye and heart. 

F 
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The stated period of the capital^tion. extended 
not beyond the morning of the 18th. The em^ 
barkation was accordingly expedited, as much af 
possible, and the confusion necessarily resnltii^ 
is scarcely to be described. 



AN OFFICER. 99 



CHAPTER XI. 

Splepdid Spectacle presented, l^ the English ^adlXanish Fleiits 
—Springing a Leak — Passage of the Categat— The ** Tables 
turned'' — Accommodations of Yarmouth Roads — Contrary 
Winds— Loss of a Transport with from three to four Hundred 
of my Comrades— Stranding of a Banish Line-of-battle Ship 
«-*Arriyal at iUnnsga^e, i^^d, ^i^tsequenUy^ M the Basrapka 
. at Weymoptb. 

The 21st of October, 1807, was the memorable 
day whereqa the fleet assembled in the roads before 
Copenhagen, eicceeding, perhaps, in magiiitude, 
uny,,ib0Lt bad ever been previously collected to- 
gether, got.ijoder weigh, and in the course of an 
hoar was in full sail* It consi^t^d of ^ighty En* 
glish and Danish ships of war, of: various sizes, 
with about 700 ti^ansport vessels. Two hours sub* 
sequfently, we entered .the Strait between Helsin-» 
goer and Helsingborg, which,. places we greeted 
with a salute in passing, by way of respect to the 
king of Sweden,- who w^ reported to be a visitor 
at his fortress, of, Helsingoer, for the, pt|rpose of 
witnessing this splendid spectacle* It .^as a fine 

f2 
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nutomnal morniugy and the whole scene was cal« 
ciliated to make an indelible, impression upon the 
minds more particularly of such as were unaccus- 
tomed to similar objects. 

Having emerged from the Strait, orders were 
received by our captain to make all sail for Yar- 
mouth ; whereat some surprise was expressed, as 
we had speculated on harbouring in a Swedish 
port. The weather now grew unfavourable and 
boisterous; and it was not long before the unplea- 
sant discovery was made that our vessel had sprung 
a leak. Hence it became necessary to set the 
pumps in motion at intervals of sit hours, whereas, 
under ordinary circumstances, they are only worked 
every three days. Before we had got out of the 
Categat, it blew a gale from the N.W. ; but, as we 
were sailing between the Swedish and Danish 
coasts, we did not suffer much. On the afternoon 
of the 23d, however, owing to our more exposed 
situation, tlie ill effects of the storm began to be 
demonstrated; and towards eyening, manifested 
themselves completely by confusion of the most 
appalling and, at the same time, ludicrous kind. 
The various articles in the cabins were hurled from 
one spot to another ; doors torn from their hinges—' 
tables and chairs reeling about as if disposed to 
iHrike up a dance ; and, in the midst of this hub* 
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bub^ I, whilst endeavouring to secure the door of 
our cabin^ was fairly thrown at full length upon 
the planks forming part of that frail medium 
which intervened between us and destruction. 

The calm which succeeded this gale continued 
upwards of three days, and was taken advantage 
of by the ship's carpenter to repair the leak. On 
the 26th of October, to our great satisfaction, the 
wind freshened from the north-east, and, going at 
the rate of from eight to ten knots, we quickly 
lost sight of the rest of the fleet, of which we saw 
nothing more during the remainder of the passage to 
Yarmouth, in the roads whereof we arrived on the 
night of the 28th. These roads are among the 
very worst in England, being exposed on all sides, 
and affording but a bad entrance to the harbour. 
In consequence of these disadvantages, vessels, 
excepting in case of necessity, seldom put in 
here. 

The wind remaining against us, we lay at anchor 
for the space of eight days, on the second of 
which I went ashore, to relieve the tedium of con- 
finement on board, and to procure fresh provisions, 
which were growing scanty. 
. As soon as circumstances permitted, we resumed 
our voyage, but were again unfor,tunate enough 
to encounter rough weather/ during which one of 
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the treDisports in our company y^9S stra»ded on thd 
rocky coast of Kent^ and sank with her whole 
company, including from three bondred to foor 
hundred men (infantry belonging to the German 
legion). An empty bark, which had appertained 
to this vessel, was seen by us next morning riding 
about, in forlorn plight, upon the waves. 
The wind slill continuing contrary, and none 
^ of our convoy being in sight; we had some appre- 
hensions of being driveil too near the French 
coast, and falling into the hatidls of the enemy. 
Hence, our course was reversed ; and in order to 
avoid this danger we steered back again to Yar- 
mouth. Here our situation, although mended in 
one respect, was still perilous, in consequence of 
the continuance of the bad weather, whereby one 
of the Danish line-of-battle ships was dismasted^ 
thrown upon a sand*bank, atid compelled to cast 
her cannons overboard. This vessel, which had 
on board a great number of soldiers, besides 
her own crew, presented, undelr &eae circum- 
stances, a spectacle of the mostz-ttiebDeholy do* 
scription. 

By the time we were lit anchor in the D6wn8» 
the immense fleet wbich, on leaving Copenhagen, 
had almost literally covered the sea, was reduced 
to about fifty sml, the jE^maibder having been sepa^ 
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rated in stress of weather or directed to different 
ports. On the 15th of November, we made for 
Ramsgate ; and in dae time found ourselves snugly 
quartered in the barracks at Deal, where we had 
the satisfaction to learn that our legion had sus- 
tained no other loss than that of the transport 
already mentioned, and where, amidst the com- 
forts of ternafirma security and good fare, we 
soon forgot flie varioud dangers i^d privafions of 
our tiresome voyage. At the end of the month 
orders were received, in pursuance whereof we 
repaired to ifae barracks at Weymouth. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Hie Basingstoke Malcontent— Retara to the Barracks of Radi- 
pool— Military Precaution — Sojourn at Weymoath, and af 
Wareham— March from Wareham to Ipswich, and sobsef- 
qnenfly to Portsmouth— Embarkation thence for PortngaL 

We entered on our march of two hundred miles on 
the 30th of November, in cold and* rainy weather ; 
and arrived on the same day at Canterbury, where 
I visited some old friends. From hence we pro- 
ceeded, by Faversham, to Chatham, at which place I 
went to inspect the dock-yard; but, although 
dressed in uniform, I found it necessary, in the first 
place, to provide myself with a card of admission. 
Nelson's flag-ship (the Victory) lay here on the 
stocks undergoing repair; and I remarked with some 
curiosity the brass plate which had been let in to 
mark the spot whereon the hero stood at the mo- 
ment of receiving the fatal ball. 

At one of the inns of Basingstoke, we met with 
a true specimen of John Bull in the person of a 
violent declaimer against the '* heavy taxes" under 
which Great Britain was labouring ; and, benevo- 
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lently desiroas of alleviating' his concern, we took 
an opportunity of explaining the extent and man-^ 
/xer in which onr native country was laid under 
contribution by the French : whereupon our maU 
content brightened up amazingly, and left the room 
deeply impressed with a sense of the preference 
due to a system of taxation imposed by those who 
have a common interest in the country. 

On our arrival at Weymouth, we were received 
by the good citizens, as well as by the people of 
the surrounding neighbourhood, with great kind* 
ness and cordiality; the more especially as it is 
well known that, after active service, much is al- 
ways requisite towards putting in good order the 
accoutrements and appointments of a body of mi- 
litary, and consequently employment given to a 
number of hands. The barracks had, during our 
absence, been enlarged. 

The 18th of January, 1808, (being the birth-day 
of the Queen,) the dragoon regiments were drawn 
up on parade, previously to which, however, jackets 
trimmed with fur had been distributed, which gave 
our men the appearance of Hussars. A gay uni- 
form is, indeed, a great point with the English in 
their estimate of military men ; and some of their 
cavalry-officers have so great a consciousness of 
the finery wherewith they are invested, as to oc- 

F 8 
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easion their spreading an umbrella wlfle on horse- 
back, in order to screen it from faumldity !^ 

Up to the middle of May, my regiment remained 
at Weymonth, and then repaired to Wareham, 
from which place we did not depaort until the 9th 
of February in the fottowiog yeiff, when we {vo« 
ceeded to Ipswich. 

Although the good people of Wareham appeared 
io regret our leaving them, fiieir regret was by no 
aseans strongly expressed : indeed, it is lust etiquette 
in tln^taid to expfess any amotion powerfully; 
then* feelings seem all to be kept in abeyimce. A 
shake ^ the hand, accompanied bjr ** I am gfad to 
See you," or, " I ani sorry to part from you," is th* 
utthost one Englishman concedes to another. 

Ab(mt this period, the English government made 
i^rc^nuous efforts to repair the losses that had been 
sustained by their troops during the unfortunate 
Spanish campiaiign which terminated at Coronna ; 
and with this view a bounty of thirty guineas was 
dffbred to any recruit. Contrary to expectation, the 
Grorman Legion received orders eaiiy in Aprils 1809, 

* Nbthiiig ifi mom commoa on the Continent, thiin to quis 
our martial fellow-countrymen at ma9querades, &c. for this and 
other specimens of coxcombry. The writer of this note has 
frequently, at fancy balls, encountered whimsical mimicries ojf 
the English wariike peHii-nuAttes. 
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to marcb to Portsmoutb, and embark from that 
place for Portugal — an event the less anticipated 
by Qs, inasmuch as we had jnst arrived from the 
s€^athern parts of Engbmd. The French forces, 
meanwhile, had taken possession of the greater 
part of Portugal ; but as a fresh treaty had been 
i^cently concluded between^that country and Great 
Britain, which latter had Ekewise entered into an 
altianoe wiHi the Junta of Spain,— Sir Arthur Wel- 
fesley hating possession of Lisbon and the right 
bank of the Tagus, — it appeared, all circumstances 
considered, that the Peninsula war would now be 
persevered in with more energy than ever. 

On the 11th of April, accordingly, we quitted 
Ipswich, and in order to ensure despatch, and 
avoid burdening the public-houses on the line of 
march, were separated into several divisions, and 
took two different roads. So great, in fact, was 
the celerity of our movements, that we performed 
the whole distance by forced marches, and^ on 
reaching Portsmouth, were conducted to the seve- 
ral transports without any halt whatever : indeed, 
had the wind served, I doubt not we should have 
weighed anchor without the least loss of time. As 
it was, however, we were detained in the harbour 
until next day, whereby I gained an opportunity 
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of going ashore, and making sundry useful piir« 
chases. 

Next day the whole squadron, destined for For* 
tngaly stood out to sea^ and lay-to in the roads off 
Spithead. This anchorage (between the Isle of 
Wight and, the mainland of Great Britain) is 
exceedingly commodious, extends several leagues 
both in length and breadth, and has two outlets 
to the ocean. Having awaited here, during four- 
teen days, the joining of other transports, also 
filled with soldiers, our armament was, at lengthy 
coniddered complete, and we immediately made 
further sail. 
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CHAPTER XIIl- 

ArriTEl at the Month of the Mondego— Difference of Temper 
vatare— Buarcos — Figueiras— PerBonal and other Charac- 
teristics of the Inhabitants— Feast of the Ascension— Dis- 
regard of Cleanliness— il^ivt<y of the Lower Classes— At- 
tachment of all Ranks to the English — Sojonm at Fi- 
gueiras* 

Our voyage was not particularly i^pid^ and it was 
the 5th of May when we discerned the snow-co- 
vered points of certain Ugh mountains, a sight from 
which onr seamen inferred that we were between 
Oporto and Lisbon, In the course of the Toyage,' 
we had steered so close to the commodore's ship, 
as to enable his hailing us with his speaking-tmm- 
pety and directing onr master not to make directly 
for lisbon, bnt to proceed to the mouth of the 
MondegOy and disembark the troops there, — our 
regiment being destined to act in conjunction with 
the English commander. Little as this intelligence 
removed the uncertainty which, necessarily hung 
over the affairs of the Peninsula, it gave to us 
token of speedy conflict ; and oar men proceeded. 
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with infinite gusto, to sharpen their warlike instru- 
ments upon the grinding-stones of tiie ship. Wind 
and weather were favourable for landing, and the 
sails being furled, we speedily reached the coast. 

On the eveBiBg of the 6th of May, we lay at 
anchor at the mouth of the Mondego, and, directly 
after, the masters of fte different vessels havlfig 
been ordered to attend the commodore for instruc- 
tions, it turned out that our regiment was to land 
the following day. From the deck of oi»r tpiQs- 
port-ship, we could observe Buarcos, a smsA place, 
the houses whereof looked quite grey, and were 
bnilt in Hbe most irregalar style. The sfmrQaiviii^ 
eouotry appeared both rocky and sandy, and wxui 
strewn, faeie and there, with piluMiiees. 

Not baving hewrd, for the apace of foortaen 4bij», 
bow matters stocMl, we could not avoid t&tMmg par^ 
ticolarly anxums; and oiir impatiedoe roue to an 
extreme height, when it wbb found b9(tfaetica)>le 
tp disembark oti the fbttowitig day, as pKg€K)te4« 
The neoessaiy prepaitetSoos were, boWevcar, inade, 
and the Portuguese boats sooo cdme about U9, 
laden widi fine oranges, bread, and wiue, for sule. 
The heavens had been clear during the last five 
dirfs, and the wmther warm, alfliaugh every after* 
Boon a stiff gde blew firom land, wbit^h brought oa 
£og, and rendered the atiHoqihere disagreeable* 
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Five of the transports (haying on board a haftalion 
of onr regiment) bad parted oompany, and pro* 
bably, not observing tibe signals to the contrary, 
had proceeded to Lisbon. 

At length, on the 8th of May, commenced onr 
disembarkation, to ^ect which, the vessels 
were compeUed to advance as neariy as possible 
to shore. I could not however manage to qnit the 
flbip before next morning, abovt eight o'clock, 
when I stepped for the first time upon Portuguese 
ground — not, by-the^by, without having expe* 
rienced a thorough ducking, no boat being able to 
approach the landing-place sufficiently near to 
enable a man to spring upon dry land. But how 
sudden and how great was the effect produced 
uf>on my feelings by this introduction to a southern 
climate ! In the temperature, ihe diffwence was 
most striking. About ten days before, oiiiy, we 
had left Ifae English coast clad in the habiliments 
of winter, which we were here compelled at once 
to cast aride. On board, sea and sky combined 
to produce a sharp air and thereby to lessen con** 
sideraUy the degree of the faeat^ but on land it 
was absolutely oppressive! Nevertheless, one 
brei^es here more freely than in northern 
cfimates; and the plants which in the hodiouses of 
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colder lands are stunted and veakl;, shoot ap 
vithoat care or sickliness even from a sandy soil. . 

Tbe houses of the small town of Boarcos are 
constmcted pripcipally of rock-stone, and have 
few windows, in order that the glare of the son 
may, as much as possible, be exclnded. Tbe 
Datives of the place, whom curiosity had led to 
gape at onr disembarkatioD, presented a singolar 
contrast, particnlarly in point of costume, to the 
English. They seemed to be a slender race, with 
yellow complexions, and great indolence of man- 
ner. The poorer classes were uniformly bare- 
footed, though, in spite of the tntenee beat, ^ey 
were covered wiUi mantles ! — and to motions slow 
and relaxed united a style of speaking at once 
ready and energetic. Altc^ther, the observation 
was forcibly impressed upon my mind that in a 
dimato such as this the anxie^ of man must be 
comparatively slight to provide efficient means of 
sustaining and even of indulg^g life. 

No sooner wero our horses saddled, than I rode 
off half a league to Figoeiras to join that part of 
our regiment which had landed the preceding day 
and was already in quarters there. This town lies 
at the mouth of the Mondego, and in my pn^ress 
thither, I found the sultriness excesuve: the road 
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was deeply covered with sand. Passing by the 
battery which commanded the entrance of the 
river^ bat was miserably constructed, we rode into 
the town, the streets whereof appeared to be in a 
most wretched plight, and were rendered addi- 
tionally gloomy by the shadow cast from houses 
five or six stories high. In the market lay many 
fellows who had gone thither for purposes of 
traffic, both to buy and sell, wrapt up in their 
dark-blue mantles, seemingly quite heedless of 
every thing going on around them. The gentle- 
men of the town walked about in huge great coats, 
whilst the ladies sought refuge from the heat 
which their gallants apparently courted, by the use 
of immense parasols. 

In discovering my quarters, I found my know- 
ledge of French of considerable utility ; and the 
master of the house received me kindly, taking 
care to provide every thing that was comfortable* 
He lost no time in ordering for me a plentiful 
breakfast after the English fashion, though the 
dinner which followed was rather i la Franfaise, 
namely, consisting of much soup, abundance of 
vegetables, and very Uttle meat. The most costly 
part of the affair was the dessert, which consisted, • 
amongst other things, of exquisite oranges such as 
are not to be met with in Germany or England 
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at any price. That evening the town was illumi- 
liftted, in honour of our arrival; and every one 
who had the means decorated the front of his 
bouse with a number of lamps; — nor was the 
ccnxipliment expressed by this the only agreeable 
dang to usy as we were consequently enabled with 
far more ease, to find our way about the narrow 
and ill-paved thoroughfares of this strange town. 

The feast of the ascension was not celebrated 
at Figueiras with pomp equal to that which I have 
witnessed in other Catholic lands. Nevertheless, 
it attracted a good many country people, who 
chiefly rode into the town upon mtdes, &c. Wheo 
Aey had arrived, however, they seemed in no 
^ hurry to go to church, only taking pious care to 
pop in at the critical moment of the priest raising 
the host, and at other parts of the day stretching 
fliemselves listlessly upon the earth, and resem- 
bUng in their want of shoes and general raggedness 
of garb the lower orders of Irish. The number 
of alms*begging fiddlers and cymbal-players was 
prodigious ! but of monks, (considering the size of 
the place,) I saw but few. 

The poorer classes live principally on loaves 
made from Indian or Turkish com, which in 
Porlagal is a good deal patronised. The 
bread made firom this material has rather a 
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sweetish taste and is not easy of digestion. The 
straw is appropriated as fodder for cattle, which 
purpose it answers extremely well, and is therefore 
in inuch esteem. » 

«The mastering of our regiment occasioned a great 
deal of curiosity : the people admiring particularly 
our English horses^ which contrasted very strikingly 
with the mules in constant use amongst the Portu* 
^ese. The yineyards hereabouts did not come 
up to my anticipations. The ground indeed, ge- 
nerally speaking, is negligently cultivated. Little 
attention is paid to cleanliness in Figaeiras, and I 
may add throughout Portugal ; in fact, every kind 
of unspeakable filth issues from the windows into 
tlie streetg^(to the manifest danger of the passer-by) 
where the horror is suffered to remain until cleared 
by swine and dogs> or washed away by the happy 
mtermediation of a heavy shoWer. 

I could not help being amased with the iuordi* 
nete nse of snuff amongst these people ; and, as 
for theur mode of dining, it was really quite stcoto 
ling to a stranger to observe the rapidity with which 
their food was swallowed after it had been mixed 
and mashed into a sort of solid soup. By a cu- 
rious inversion of the common order of things, 
the bettier classes of Portuguese are far the 
most active. They pass a good deal of time in 
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promenading about, whilst the tradesman is moch 
slower in his moyements, and the mechanic scarcely 
moves at all ! — ^so that, in proportion to tfa'e neces* 
sity of exertion, is apparently the want of it ! In 
fact, the necessaries of the Portuguese labourer or 
peasant are not many ; he cares not for shoes, and 
consequently there are but few who practise the 
gentle craft of St. Crispin ; he is contented with 
mere rags as garments^ (which he can hide, upon 
occasion, under his mantle,) and hence the number 
of knights of the yard and thimble is dolefully 
scanty. Many citizens lounge through the whole 
day on seats before their doors, or lie stretched 
upon the ground, which latter employment is an ex- 
ceedingly favourite one amongst the lowest classes, 
who hesitate not, in the most public spots, to com- 
mence a diligent search after the vermin by which 
their tawny carcases are invaded. To turn to the 
reverse of the medal ; — these people are good-nar 
tnred, and were, at the time of which I speak, 
particularly so towards us, hoping by our means to 
be delivered from the tyranny of the French. 
. Contrary to expectation, we remained at Fi- 
gueiras until the end of the month, but soon 
learned the particular reason which had prevented 
our regiment from disembarking at Lisbon. . 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Movements of Sir Arihar WeUesley — Sonlt surprised at 
Oporto — Bejoicings at Figueir^^ — Leiria — Crossing the 
Mountains — Golegan— Understanding between Sir Arthur 
and General Cuesta— Excursion to Lisbon— Passage of the 
Tagus— Scenery upon its Banks—XAziness of the Boatmen 
— Santarem — Black Coffee — Approach to Lisbon— Peculiar 
Aspect of that Capital— Landing at the Fish-market— Walks 
in the City — Ascent to Buenos Ayre&--The Gold and Silver 
Streets — The King*s Square ^Statue of Joseph I. — Public 
Promenade— Scents of the Poultry-market— Harmonies of 
Lisbon — ^Procession of Priests — ** Guarda I''— Bridges over 
dry Land— A Sunday in Lisbon. 

Sir ArthurWellesley had landed on the 22d 
of April, 1809, at Lisbon, where he was received 
with every demonstration of joy. On the 24tb of 
the^same month, he had joined the army, which 
up to that period had kept possession of the right 
bank of the Tagus, and, under the command of 
General Cradock, had pushed on to Coimbra. 
From this place, Sir Arthur broke up, on the 7th 
of May, for the purpose of attacking Oporto, 
where lay Marshal Soult with the chief of his staff. 
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On the 15th instant, the agreeable intelligence 
reached us, at Figueiras, of the deliverance of 
Oporto, If hich had been invested on three sides, 
and the French marshal consequently obliged to 
make a precipitate- escape. A general officer, 
with 800 men, had, owing to this, been captured 
by the English; Soult not having at all anfici* 
pated the attack, and imagining the British gene- 
ral to be still at Lttbon. Thus taken by- surprise, 
he suffered an inconsiderable English force to 
effect the passage of the Douro, and did not offer 
the least molastation <until they had crpssed that 
river. 

The exultation occasioned at Fig^eiras hj this 
news was extreme; the bells of all the churches 
were set in motion, and every body who could 
procure such costly articles fell to discharging 
sqnibs.and crackers. Three, successive nights wbs 
the town iliominated, and bonfirea glowed. in every 
street. In fiict,'.{be .worthy. Portngiiesejsekemed 
content to build their, whole > hopes upon the «kiU 
Mid valour of :tfaeir heietic allies. 

During tfab. interval, I indulged in a survey: nf 
the. adjoining country, whieb exhibits a pleasaiit 
diversity of meadow, rock,, and hill. The. Eoads, 
even to piinctpal cities,^. are miserably bad, being 
often left precisely as chance had .fiarmed them. . No 
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carriage drawn by horses is to be seen ; siioh af 
are employed, being worked by oxen, mules,: or 
asses. 

On the 1st of June, we broke up from Figuei- 
ras, in the midst of intense ndn, which sadly imr 
peded the rapidity of our progress. Passing 
through sey^^ small places on the road, we:W!er^ 
loudly greeted by the natives with " Viva Inghil- 
terra," and in many instances flowers were strewQ 
in our path, whilst at one spot a triuipphal arob 
had been erected for the occasion. 

After encountering various diflScuItiesi (jbeijag at 
one halting-place unable to procure even straw tq 
rest upon,) we at length struck into the;OQ^ Wgh- 
road, properly so called, which Portugal could bo^t^ 
namely, that wHch runs from lifbcw, tl^yrii 
Leiria and Coimbra, to Op<wto. But even this wa^, 
at several points, terribly sandy and full of »ute. 
The country around presented little other wood 
tiian pine-trees. Near Pombal, our attention wa^ 
arrested by two very picturesque objects ;— one, 
the ruins of a monastery— the other, the remum 
of a castle which was supposed to have existed 
in the time of the Moors. 

Leiria is a tolerably handsome town^ containing 
several fine churches and elegant houses ; but ii^ 
utter absence of regularity in the disposition of 
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these buildings tends to injure their effect consi- 
derably. The streets, like those of Figaeiras, are 
narrow and dirty ; but the two market-places, each 
of which forms a semicircle, display some uni- 
formity and taste. The town lies in a valley, sur- 
rounded by hills, whereon stand other relics of 
Moorish arclutecture. Yet, although evidently a 
place of high consideration, Leiria seemed to 
swarm, in common with the other Portuguese 
towns through which I had passed, with mendicants 
and idlers, who were lounging or lying about on all 
sides, and appeared to be plunged in the extre* 
mity of ignorance and superstition. 

In order to avoid utter dependence on the pro- 
vision made for us by the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, stores were forwarded from England, consist- 
ing of oats, hay, biscuit, and salt beef. In the 
villages on our line of march, we could get no 
other but miserable wine, and the whole progress 
was slow, tedious, and unsatisfactory. On the 6th 
of June we quitted the high road, and pursued 
our toilsome course over alternate lofty naountains 
end sandy plains, or across desolate heaths thinly 
strewn with pine-trees, sometimes not encounter- 
ing more than one cottage in the space of five 
leagaes. To add to other inconveniences, we often 
felt most severely the want of water. 
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After having crossed the Estrilla range of moun- 
^ns, which, commencing at lisbon, traverses the 
kingdom, and ultimately joins the Pyrenees, we 
reached the town of Golegan, where we remained 



until the 14th of June, this being the* place ap- 
pointed for our junction with the main army. 6o- 
legan has a greater appearance of regularity than 
the town last described, but in every other respect 
it is miserable-looking enough, the houses being 
destitute of windows, and wearing generally a 
cheerless and poverty-stricken aspect ; but, on en- 
tering, the traveller is agreeably surprised to find 
dean and well-furnished apartments, with vaulted 
ceiling^ and gilded cornices. 

The heat had by this time increased to an into- 
lerable degree, and thousands of insects, (wasps 
flies, &c.) called into a brief existence by the 
scorching sun, contributed to annoy my outward 
man both night and day. Altogether, the ^pretty 
dreams which I had engendered on ship-board of 
the luxurious clime of Portugal were fast fleeting 
away, the occasional clusters of lemon and orange- 
trees not being sufficient to perpetuate the charm. 
In fact, we began to rival, in personal appearance, 
the lean and sallow natives themselves, and even 
the horses languished and wore an air of dissatis- 
faction. A sandy road running from Abrantes to 

6 
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Lisbon passes through Grolegan ; but it is curious 
enough that scarce ever was there a t]:ayeller to be 
seen upon it excepting the postboy, whose ap- 
proach was announced by the smacking of his 
immensely-long whip. It cannot, to be sure, be 
matter of surprise that during thei hot season the 
inhabitants of this country should be sparing of 
exercise, since the slightest motion is sometimes 
felt to be laborious* Towards evening, however, 
a cool wind generally starts up, which frequently 
terminates in a rough breeze. 

During our stay in this town, which was pro- 
longed beyond anticipation, we learnt that Sir 
Arthur Wellesley did not intend to press forward 
into Spain without having duly weighed ike com- 
plex circumstances wherein the Peninsula was 
placed, and concerted some regular system of action 
with the Spanish generals. The junta of govern- 
ment in that kingdom had found it no easy task to 
consolidate the various views and opinions of their 
chiefs. In the month of July, however, an ar- 
rangement was entered into with Greneral Cuesta, 
by virtue whereof the British commander at length 
decided on crossing the Spanish frontier. 
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EXCURSION TO LISBON UPON THE RIYBR TAGUS. 

On the 14th of June I received orders to' go 
down the Tagus to Lisbon^ where a part of our 
regiment had landed. Theriver, at our point of 
starting, did not, in breadth, equal the Weser at 
its widest part, and in spite of some heavy rain 
which fell about this period, was exceedingly 
shallow. In several places we encountered sand« 
banks and other shoals, whereby our progress tras 
a good deal impeded. The Portuguese boatmen 
*who rowed were toe lazy and negligent to make 
any efforts towards getting the boat along, and in 
repeated instances we, stuck fast for a good while. 
On either bank we met withrising ground, covered 
with vines, olive-trees^ &c. The river shortly, 
however, widened, and we gradually perceived, 
in front of us, and on both sides, towns and vil- 
lages. In the afternoon we arrived at Santarem, 
having passed five hours most unpleasantly in this 
small boat. Here we intended to pass the night. 

Santarem is a large town lying on a height close 
to the Tagus, and the paltry-looking coffee-houses, 
Sec. come down to the very water's edge : but, in 
<Nrder to procure a night's lodging, or indeed any 
thing besides coffee, I was compelled to ascend 

g2 
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the hilly which was extremely steep^ and in places 
presented huge fissures of the rock. Hence, it 
took me full an hour to reach my destined lodging, 
and even then I was well-nigh obliged to turn 
back, as I found myself billeted in a house com- 
pletely empty. Fortunately, however, I met with 
a good friend belonging to the legion, who bene- 
volently accommodated m^ with a share of his 
quarters. I should have fared very ill but for this : 
r— not having found, since my entering Portugal^ 
any inn bearing the most distant comparison to 
those of other countries. Coffee-houses, on the 
other hand, abound, and the beverage is taken 
ft/acAr (without milk) and in large glasses. People 
who travel generally put up at the houses of rela- 
tives and friends ; and those who are so unfortu- 
nate as to be destitute of either, not uncommonly 
pass the night under the canopy of heaven. 

Next morning we started from Santarem in « 
vessel of considerable size, and towards mid-day 
arrived at Villa Franca, the houses whereof, being 
built of gray rock- stone, cut a very gloomy-looking 
figure. The greater part of the town lies on the 
bank of the river, but a portion of it climbs the 
mountain behind. Here were several English 
transport-ships at anchor. Near this place four 
branches of the Tafirus meet. and. combine to fo^a 
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a stream of very considerable width and depth. 
The course of the river likewise becomes less 
sinuonsy and its shores present many picturesque 
objects. In fact, taking my view from the middle 
of the Tagus at this point, I should have considered 
Portugal as an earthly Paradise, had I not most 
unfortunately acquired some experience in detail ; 
for the houses on either bank are large and neat 
in their exterior, and surrounded by well-stocked 
gardens and vineyards ; and even the manufac- 
tories which here and there exhibited themselves 
bore the appearance of palaces. Wind and tide 
conspired to favour our passage down the river, 
and towards five o'clock we found ourselves in the 
neigbourhood of the capital. 
. Lisbon afibrds, at some distance, an imposing 
spectacle, being shaped like an amphitheatre, and 
situated upon high ground, in order to ascend to the 
top of which a full hour is occupied : and if we add 
to the metropolis the suburb of Belem, a mass of 
houses is at once presented to the eye stretching* 
(in breadth) over a space of two leagues. The 
whole scene, in short, would be unexceptionably 
magnificent, were , it not for numerous structures 
which (owing to the, visitations of earthquake) were 
wretched-looking and ruinous. A very curious 
c^ffect arises fi!om the unequal nature of the ground^ 
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whence ihe Tarious streets, &c. (whether dilapi- 
dated or in good plight,) towering one above ano- 
ther, induce the stranger, to sappdse that the 
houses are inndmerable stories in height ; whilst 
from out the immense mass of bnildings, churches, 
convents^ and palaces protrude their lofty crests, 
and overtop with proud dignity their hntnbler 
neighbours. 

In the immefdiiBite vicinity of Lisbon Ae Tagos 
widens so mtich that its shores almost recede from 
view: and closelr itill, it is separated by a high 
icock, one of its channels proceeding (after lieveral 
subdivisions) through the province of Alentejo, 
whilst the other and larger branch washes the foot 
of the capital. 

At vfffious points are broad and high steps, 
forming landing-places. We sailed slowly as fiir 
as the fish-market, the vicinity whereof v^s cha-. 
ifacterised by an odour very diffei'ent from what 
ought properly to have expanded itself in such a 
quarter. Our olfactories were indeed most inhos- 
pitably invaded, and we thought it peculiarly for- 
tunate ttiat no scrutiny opposed our jumping ashore 
and quitting the neighbourhood with all possible 
despatch. ^To make progreBs, howevey, was no 
such easy matter, for we had to elbow through a 
whole swarm of dirty, miserable-looking, ragged. 
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and barefooted scrubs, who pestered as uncea- 
siDgly with thlBir offers of service. One of the 
first objects that stmck my observation was a mul- 
titude of booths, whereat, upon coarse linen, were 
displayed great varieties of the most tempting, 
fruit, the evident freshness and beauty of which 
did not, however, su£Sce to tickle my appetite, 
so qualmish had it become from the gales pro- 
ceeding from the fish-market. 

I was a good deal puzzled^ owing to my igno- 
rance of the language, regarding the course 
necessary to be pursued in the provision of quar- 
ters. I was in good luck, however : — for, whilst, 
thus doubtful and apprehensive^ I at last took: 
heart and addressed a tradesman in French, of 
whom I inquired after a good inn, and who, to my 
unspeakable satisfaction, soon turned out to be a 
fellow-countryman-^a glass-merchant from Bohe- 
mia. By him I was politely furnished with a> 
g^ide, who conducted me to a tavern, the landlord 
of which was a Scot Scarcely however had I 
taken refreshment before I was waited on by 
several British naval officers, who invited me to 
attend a ball which was to be given in that same 
house— an invitation which I accepted principally 
out of curiosity, and from a natural feeling of' 
surprise at finding myself thus, on a sudden^ 
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emerging from uncomfortable solitariness into 
jovial company. The party proved to consist of 
various English and Irish families, including the 
officers of the different British ships then lying at 
anchor in the Tagus. 

In order to transact my business, I had to climb 
sundry steep and narrow streets, in many instances 
smelting most offensively, and on descending 
whichj the mud and filth of all descriptions render- 
ed my footing very unsure. 
' To tins mass of dirt and foul smells, a most 
i^eeable contrast is afforded the pedestrian who 
has resolution to attain the very top of the hill,— 
a point justly denominated " Buenos Ayres/* 
since it not only commands a bewitching prospect^ 
but from its height partakes not of the pestilential 
atmosphere below, and is, indeed, visited by cool 
and balmy breezes from the sea. Amongst other 
large buildings, a fine hospital stands here, which 
at the time I speak of was the general receptacle 
for the English sick. Close by is a royal chapel, 
and several of the foreign ambassadors reside at 
this charming spot. 

What, however, made this height to me pecu- 
liarly delightful, was the sight which is thence 
commanded of the mouth of the Tagus and of the 
broad Atlantic into which it empties itself; whilst* 
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QDderneath bim, the astonished spectator beholds 
outstretched the metropolis of Portugal. The 
mountains which uplift themselves on the other 
side of the river, and the forts which protect its 
entrance, combine to increase the general effect. 
On every side towards the land beautiful gardens 
are spread ; and in the distance the eye encoun- 
ters that celebrated aqueduct, the middle arch 
whereof is said to be so lofty as to admit of a line- 
of-battle ship, in full sail, passing underneath.. On 
the whole, the prospect is one of the most exten- 
sive, various, and majestic that the mind can con- 
ceive. 

On the afternoon of the day whereupon I made 
the ascent to Buenos Ayres, I wandered through 
the straight-running streets which lie in the lower 
part of Lisbon, and the perambulation of which 
was rendered comparatively pleasant by my pre- 
vious fatigue. The principal of these, which skirt 
(he river, and consequently are at the foot of the 
hill, are built regularly enough, particularly such 
as have been made since the earthquake of 1756: 
but throughout they are dirty and stinking. The 
houses are all colossal in size,' massively built, and 
rising from five to six stories in height. The 
clumsy, thick pillars, four feet high, whicli skirt 
the footpath of the long streets^ have an appear^ 

G 3 



130 JOURNAL OP 

ance particalarty sombre; They are about four 
feet asunder, and connected bj cbains wMch con- 
sequently bound the payement. These pavemeots 
are however only to be met with in the Gold and 
Silver stieets, the middle space ^of whiob is in 
most instances very badly pitched-*in some, not 
at all ; and which streets justly mexit their -appella- 
tion, being chiefly occupied by gold or silveF- 
sffliths, who expose for sale quantities of valuable 
goods. From hence, I proceeded to the' great 
King's Square, which comprised three sides of 
buildings at that time irregular and incomplete. 
The fourth side has steps leading to the nver. In 
the lower part of the square is a huge atchway^ 
under which is situated the Exchange, together 
with various warehouses and shops. The colossal 
statue, on horseback, of King Joseph T. whidi 
stands in the centre of this sqawre, and which was 
erected by that monarch, may perhaps be consi- 
dered one of the finest specimens of that kind of 
art in Europe. It is thirty-six feet high ; and the 
immense block of stone Which serves as a pedestal 
rests upon a base six fel3t from the* ground. On 
one side stand the figures of a man and a tame 
elephant; upon the other, that of a fiery-looking 
steed with a man curbing it. This splendid menu* 
ment is contrasted strangely with several of the 
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surrounding buildings^ which are partly in ruins 
from the effects of earthquake. 

From the King^s Square, I repaired to the pub- 
lic prc^menade at thld fdfot of the hill> which is 
thickly planted with lemon^ pine» and cypress trees;, 
but even here, the sweet fragrance of these plants 
is overpowe^d by the odour of the adjoining poul- 
try^-markety where the foWls are plucked and sold, 
the feathers, &c. being suffered to accumulate in 
heaps until devoured by the dogs and swine, or 
washed away by rain. 

lisbon is not well-lighted ; only here and there 
is a lamp to be seen, notwithstanding the country 
produces so much oil. There is a general air of 
life and motion, although the actors on the scenp 
present no very engaging appearaiice. Beggars,! 
cripples, porters, Moors, and negroes abound. 
Whole rows' of mules, in couples, with jingling 
bells attached ta them, ate frequently encountered ;; 
and the melody resulting herefrom is agreeably 
blended with the rumbling of the cart-wheels, 
(drawn by oxen,) and, occasionally, with the grating 
of the chains of poor devils of culprits, strung to- 
gether in parties. To this music, time is beaten by 
the various venders of goods, who scruple not to 
chant loud psBans in laudation of their different 
wares ; nor must I forget the unceremonious shouts 
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of the porters, demanding clear passage for them- 
selves and loads. 

Prepare next, my gentle reader, for a proces- 
sion of the priesthood, bearing the host, before 
nehich every knee must bow, whether Catholic, 
heretic, or pag^n, — ^whether the ground be dry, 
wet, or maddy. This kind of thing is common 
enough; but you will seldom meet, I assure you, 
with a decent-looking carriage, or a well dressed 
man; — and still more seldom with a respectable 
woman. 

I remained until the 19th of June in '^ lis- 
boa,"* as the Portuguese call their capital, — 
though why, God knows ! for every inhabitant 
seems to regard the street as a common sewer, 
into which he does not hesitate to discharge what, 
amongst better -mannered people, is coQcealed 
from publicity — not thrust upon it. In vain did I 
(towards night) seek protection from the descending 
horrors by confiniDg myself to the very middle of 
the street; for even there the pollution reaches. 
It is true, the warning note of ** guarda ! " is some- 



* This word signifies fair, delightful, and the inhabitants 
esteem their city (not without some reason as regards its gUita- 
tiau) the finest place under the sun. 
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times given; but, alas! before you are aware from 
what quarter the evil tbreatoDS, it is upon you. 

There are two bridges in Lisbon^ but not over 
water ; on the contrary, they somewhat resemble 
aqueducts, as through the arches underneath streets 
frequently run, wherein you walk whilst horses and 
carriages are prancing and rolling over your head. 

Sunday is not much regarded here. Trade pro* 
ceeds as usual, nor are tUe common cries of the 
town in the least intermitted. The higher classes, 
it is true, dress rather better than ordinary^ and 
attend mass, where they drop upon their knees, 
with edifying humility, side-by-side with the low- 
bom and ragged. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Return up the Tagus— Midnight Embarkation— Quick Tra- 
velling — Assault of Musquitos— Exchange no Robbery— 
Free and Easy-^FestiTal of St John — ^Unseasonable Devo- 
tion of the Boatmen — Arrival at Castel Branco— Breaking- 
np from thence, and Approach to the Spanish Frontier. 

At eleven o'clock, p. m. of the 19th of June^ I 
started from lasbon, on my return to the regiment, 
in company with several other ofiScers. This voyage 
was by no means agreeable. I had, indeed, before 
I set oat, been given to understand that the stream 
would be against us, — that the passage would, con- 
sequently, be extremely tedious, — and that I should 
be unable to come up with my regiment until it had 
penetrated deep into Spain. But I did not anti- 
cipate the difficulty^ which I found, even in pro- 
curing a boat from the proper Authorities. It was 
midnight when the tide served ; imd I had to pre- 
pare for passing the night in an open boat, with the 
extra advantage of rain, which had just set in. 

Early in the morning, we reached Villa Franca, 
where we breakfasted; and towards night-fall. 
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(having made no more than a oonple of leagaes in 
the mean time, from want of wind,) onr boatmen 
very coolly fastened the boat to the shore, and, 
after frying and eating some fish, which they had 
brought with them, deliberately composed them- 
selves to sleep ! I had likewise provided some re- 
freshment, and it was well that I had, since there 
was no inhabited place in the neighbourhood. The 
fine moonlight rendered my dreary situation more 
tolerable ; but, as morning approached, I was 
roused from damber by a swam of mwquitos, to 
get rid of which, I speedily plunged into the 
Tagus. Having taken my bathe, I stirred up the 
snoring boatmen, upon whose well-seasoned car- 
cases the attacks of the musquitos were innocuous ; 
and, although with no great alacrity, they proceeded 
to push off the boat in good earnest. 

At the Tixfo Novo, (as a particular part of the 
stream is denominated,) we exchanged our heavy 
boat for a lesser one ; all whicl> latter description of 
vessels were detained, by means of an English 
force stationed here for the purpose. It is true, 
some unreasonable people objected to exchange 
their property for articles less commodious ; where- 
upon the British soldiers (in order to inculcate 
more liberal principles) brought them to by a 
salute of musketry. On our arrival, we found 
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sundry heavy barges, laden with money and pro- 
visions for the army, awaiting at this place the 
seizure of lighter craft ; and I therefore anticipated 
a vexatious delay, perhaps of several days. In 
this prospect, we got cabins erected on the shore, 
to shield us from the excessive heat by day, and 
from the abominable musquitos by night. Fortn* 
nately, an English officer of the Commissariat was 
on the spot, through whose friendly intervention 
we procured fresh provisions, whereof we lost no 
time in availing ourselves. 

Next morning, the politeness of the resident 
English officer supplied us with a convenient boat, 
which carried us on rather more pleasantly ; and, 
on the approach of evening, having made fast our 
bark, we sallied forth to a village hard by, to pur- 
chase provisions. Here I was astonished by a 
spectacle of a most extraordinary nature ; in various 
parts of the village, large bonfires had been lighted ; 
and on advancing nearer, I distinguished a number 
of grotesque figures, in A state of perfect nudity, 
skipping with all sorts of antic gestures around and 
met the flames. By the strange and somewhat 
ghastly light, the bodies of these fantastic revellers 
f^ppeared almost black ; and, as they attempted to 
oatvie each other in leaping across the blaze, I half- 
questioned my waking faculties, and had a strong 
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persuasion that I must be dreaming of some savage 
tribe of Indians. We made up to tbem, however; 
and soon found that this, so far from being any 
pagan rite» was the celebration of the Christian 
festival of St. John ! I was immediately hailed and 
environed by a strong party of these free and easy 
gentry, to whose unsophisticated perceptions I was 
an object of great cariosity. I found them, how* 
ever, civil enough, and extremely ready to furnish 
me (for a proper consideration) with eggs, where- 
with (not feeling any particular confidence in my 
company) I decamped off hand. 

The heat on the following morning was intole- 
rable; added to which, we were wholly deserted 
1^ the wind. Towards evening, however, it fresh- 
ened a little, but not to much purpose, and ulti- 
mately we were obliged to lay-to in a spot where 
there was neither tree nor cottage. Under these 
desolate circumstances, I bad no choice but to 
take a drink of Tagus water, and stretch myself 
in the boat to sleep, with as much complacency as 
I could assume. On awaking, I found, to my 
utter surprise, that our boatmen had taken them- 
selves off, having b^en smitten with a devotional 
fit, which led them to attend mass at the nearest 
diurch, — the festival of St. John being still in 
course. Although this line of proceeding was 
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doubtless highly laudable, yet I must confess I 
should have been more edified thereby had they 
chosen for the occasion a less ill-timed period; 
and as matters stood, not relishing any longer ab- 
stinence from food| I despatched a couple of 
hiissars, to use some gentle military persuasion, 
whereby I doubted not they would perceiye the 
propriety of returning for the present to their 
temporal duties, and am happy to say my style of 
argument proved convincing. In fact, despatch 
was now become indispensable; we were most 
anxious to come up with our regiment, which had 
ahready gained the Spanish frontier ; and besides 
this, our pecuniary supply was rapidly decreasing'. 

On the afternoon of this day, we reached the' 
point whereat I had embarked, on my passage 
down the river; and finding no troops there, pro- 
ceeded on to Barquinha, where lay two battalions 
of the legion, amongst whom I met with several 
old friends, and in their society cast aside all my 
former chagrin. 

On the. 4th of July, after a long and tedious 
march, I reached Castel Branco, a fortified place 
on the Portuguese frontier, and here I unexpect- 
edly met with a division of our regiment, and 
once more vaulted with alacrity into my saddle. 
The main body of the regiment was already in 
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Spain, but this battalion had for the most part 
been quartered in a dilapidated country-house, 
of which the Major had taken possession ; and 
with him I established myself. 

On the 6th inst. we broke up quarters, and pur- 
sued our march through an uninteresting dreary 
country, presenting nothing but rocks, stunted 
trees, and barren heaths. At Lodoira, a mean 
dirty place, we passed the night; and the follow- 
ing day proceeded to Zebreira, the country about 
which was of an equally unpromising aspect, but 
flatter, and the town itself more considerable in 
point of size. The nearer we approached to 
Spain, the more poverty-stricken did the people 
look. In 2jebreira, children up to ten or twelve 
years of age, frisked about quite naked, whilst 
their parents were covered with rags. The main 
articles of food used by these poor creatures 
seemed to be cabbages and Turkish whe&t. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Contrast between the Spanish and Portagaese Villages-^PIa- 
centia — FositioDS of Joseph Buonaparte, Marshal Victory 
and General Sebastian! — Religious Scruples of the Spanish 
General Cuesta — Want of Water — Sickness among the 
Troops—Cabals of the Junta— Junction of the three French 
Corps — Consolidation of the Allied Army near Talavera de 
la Reina. 

On the 8th of July, 1809, we entered upon the 
Spanish territory, passing by Salvatierra, and on 
fo Sarsa Lamayor. The two kingdoms are at this 
point separated by the small river Elvas, which at 
that time of year had so little water that we could 
without difficulty ride across it. Sarsa Lamayor is 
a pretty .large town, the houses of which present 
a somewhat better aspect than ordinary: but we 
could not succeed in procuring as good a supply 
of provisions as was desirable. Bread, wine, and 
cheese made of goat's milk, formed the only pro- 
vender which money could command. 

We were obliged to pass two days here, in 
order to await the joining of the paymaster. The 
sabbath is observed with greater decorum than in 
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« 

Portugal ; and the inhabitants (as in most frontier 
towns) understand, although they do not commonly 
speak, the language of the adjoining country. 
The Spanish villages are not so inaccessible in their 
situation as those it was my lot to visit in Portugal, 
and they are more cleanly and built with a greater 
attention to comfort. This favourable comparison 
cannot, however, be extended to the inhabitants, 
who are proud and unconciliatory. 

Our speculations as to the ground possible to be 
got over per diem were frustrated by the precipi- 
tate shutting-in of evening; even in the midst of 
summer, the sun goes down in this latitude at half- 
past seven, and night quickly ensues, much darker 
than at the corresponding season in Germany. 

In a few days' time, however, we at length 
overtook the main body of our regiment, which> 
together with the rest of the English army, was 
bivouacking under olive-trees, in the neighbour- 
hood of Placentia, whereat head-quarters were 
established. The object in stopping here was to 
give opportunity for the junction of several regi<^ 
ments not yet come up, and to await the arrival 
of transports with provisions and ammunition. 
The heat was at this point of time so intense that 
the fat of bacon, even when placed in the shade, 
speedily dissolved ; and metallic substances of va- 
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rioQS kinds, such as swords, battons, &c. having 
been a short time exposed to the rays of the san« 
blistered the finger which should presume to handle 
them ! Yet, strangely enough, even at the mo- 
ment of profuse perspiration my skin was to the 
touch icy cold. Our covering and couches by 
night were composed of our cloaks and the hou- 
sings of our horses, as the army was unprovided 
with tents, and the straw in Spain is not calculated 
to lie on, being trodden down by the oxen. 

Placentia, the Chief city of Estremadiira, bears 
few marks of the capital of a province, and is sur- 
rounded by very bad roads. The bridge which 
runs across the Xerte, as well as the walls encom* 
passing the town, (which are said to be of Moorish 
cQnstrudtion,) are in a very dilapidated condition ; 
the streets are narrow — the houses high and iU- 
looking. The churches and convents (of which 
there are a great number) form the chief — ^indeed, 
almost the only ornaments of the place. The lat- 
ter now answered the purpose of military hospitals. 
On the top of the principal church, a number of 
storks had taken up their quarters. In one of 
the monasteries near this city the Emperor 
Charles Y. terminated his restless life. 

We were now on the eve of participating in 
great events. Joseph Bonaparte, with the garri- 
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son of Madrid, the guards and the corps under 
General Sebastianiy (in all 25,000 men,) was en- 
i^amped in the vicinity of the metropolis; and 
Marshal Victor, with 85,000 men, lay at Talavera 
de la Beinai on the banks of the Tagus and the 
Alberche. Against these several forces, which 
snbseqaently effected a junction, the English army 
marched, having united itself with a Spanish force 
amoimting to 35,000 men, commanded by General 
Cuesta, and both armies appeared resolved to 
come to a general engagement. 

On the afternoon of the 16th of Jnly, our hus- 
sar regiment, in common with the rest of the 
. British cavabry, was for the first time reviewed by 
Sir Arthur Wellesley : and on the following day, 
the troops broke up into several columns, and pro- 
ceeded forthwith to join General Cuesta. 

On the 23d, we found ourselves in the neigh- 
bourhood of Talavera, and preparations were 
made at ten o'clock a. m. to attack the enemy in 
his strong-hold the other side of the Alberche. 
These preparations, however, turned out to be 
utteless ; the Spanish general declining the honour 
of taking his share, in consequence, as some said, 
of its being the Sabbath.* Meanwhile, the French 

* This disinclination, and the reason advanced, savours more 
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troops were situated so close to us that their hats 
were plainly to be descried. After a few hours of 
inactivity^ we fell back again upon our former 
position, where we bad bivouacked the preceding 
night. Thus was a favourable opportunity lost of 
combating the foe while he was single-handed ; 
and thus was time aflforded to Victor for retreat- 
ing quietly, and achieving his junction with 
Joseph and Sebastiani, by which means the hos- 
tile army was swollen to between SO and 60,000 
men. 

On the 24th of July, at three a. m. we once 
more broke up, in order to attack the enemy. 
We were now all united, and in full expectation 
of the event. On we marched, no drum or trum- 
pet sounding, in impressive silence broken only 
by the measured tramp of the advancing corps. 
We halted in a wood on the bank of the Albercbe, 
and here soon learnt from our piquets that the 
hostile troops were flecl ! We afterwards under- 



of the ecclesiastic than of the soldier. ^ General Cuesta would 
have been wiser had he remembered that one of NapoleonV 
armies lay before him ; by whom such pious distinctions wooid 
be utterly disregarded. In fact, the French Emperor derived 
considerable advantage from his total neglect of similar scm- 
pies, and would no doubt have laughed heartily at the 
Spaniard's tender conscience. 
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stood &at they had retired upon Santa OlaUa, 
where they anticipated meeting with Sebastiani. 

Our biigade of light cavalry and a division of 
infantry under Greneral Sherbrooke, proceeded to 
pass' through the river, whereby the latter were 
obhged to wade up to their middle ; and having 
gained the opposite bank, took possession of Vic- 
tor's abandoned encampment, which was formed 
of huts constracted of boards, branches of trees, 
earth, &c. Oh advancing a le3gue further, we 
found several dead bodies scattered about, and 
prisoners were every now and then sent in by the 
piquets. We marched three leagues on to Cassa- 
legos, where the horrors of a seat of war were 
painfully conspicuous. The town was quite de- 
serted and for the most part ruinous ; — our bivouac 
was in a corn-field, which had been so trodden 
down by the enemy as to yield little worth having 
even as provender for the horses. In fact, we 
found, generally speaking, that the privations 
imd difficulties of a soldier's life are greatly aug- 
mented in southern climates. The common want 
of water is most distressmgly felt, particularly as 
the eyes get blinded with thick dust, to remove 
which that refreshing liquid is indispensable. Our 
ni^ts were spent upon the bare ground, and 
seldom had we opportunity of prolonging our 

H 
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slumbers beyond three hours. Hence, our bodies 
grew black from the effects of the dost, and atte- 
miated from the relaxing heat; and to such a 
degree did this metamorphosis extend, that very 
frequently the most intimate friends could not 
recognise each other. After their slight and un- 
refreshing sleep, the countenances of the men, 
even on beginning their daily march, looked wan 
and feverish: and under these circumstances, it 
was not surprising that the hospitab soon became 
overstocked. 

On the- 25th of July, we remained lying near 
Oassalegos ; and our advanced guard, which had 
pushed as far as Santa Olalla, returned. Various 
unpleasant rumours now got afloat; among the 
rest, it was said that Sir Arthur Wellesley had 
reason to complain of the backwardness of the 
Spanish Junta in making good their engagements 
with regaid to furnishing the proper supplies, on 
which account he found it prudent to check hb 
advance until the fffm should be satisfactorily ar- 
ranged. Hence, only two brigades of infantry 
and one of cavalry had been sent across the river, 
the main army remaining near, and the head 
quarters in^ Talavera. 

Greneral Cuesta, however, notwithstanding these 
pbstacles, proceeded onward with his army and 
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penetrated as far as Santa Olalla, pushing his ad- 
vanced guard to Torrijos, wfaikt the English troops 
did not push beyond Santa Olalla^ where they 
estabUsfaed themselvesy to keep open the commn<- 
nication with the Spaniards as well as with the 
Lositanian legion, commanded by General Wibon, 
stationed in Escaiona. 

The Spanish general Venagas not having how- 
ever^ according to ^reement, interposed to frus- 
trate the junction of Victor, Sebastian!, and 
Joseph, but remained at Daymiel in La Mancha, 
{according, as it was said, to orders he had received 
from the Junta,) the consequence was that the com- 
bined French army attacked Cuesta on the 26th« 
near Torrijos, and, as we were informed by our 
piquets, succeeded in driving him hack. The 
truth of this intelligence was indeed soon render- 
ed manifest by the arrival of the Spaniards, at first 
singly but soon in large bodies, and in evident 
confusion, and it became obvious that the enemy 
might almost immediately be expected by our- 
selves« 

Hence, we found it necessary to break up from 
Casalegos, at three o'clock on the morning of the 
S7th ; and the division of infantry, with the brigade 
of light cavabry, formed itself in battle array^on 

h2 



148 JOURNAL OP 

the road to Madrid. After awaiting the enemy in 
vain for the space of several hours^ ve returned to 
our bivouac^ and the men had scarcely dismounted 
and made preparations for breakfast, before the 
approaching thunder of cannon and the summons 
y to arms !" sent them agidn into their saddles. 
Within ten minutes the line of battle was once 
more formed. The enemy were at this moment 
engaged with our advanced guard, and their balls 
reached our position. As, according to Sir Arthur 
Wellesley's plan of action, no resistance was to be 
offered at this point, if it could possibly be avoided, 
the infantry slowly retreated with as much order 
as if on parade, and their retreat was covered by 
the cavalry. 

' Towards two o*clock in the afternoon, we reached 
the Alberche, the enemy still at our heels and 
continually skirmishing with our rear^ though with- 
out occasioning the slightest confusion. We cros- 
sed the stream in the utmost reg^ilarity, having set 
fire to the huts which had been left by the enemy, 
the flames from this dry wood mounting high into 
the still air, and commtinicating conflagration to 
the surrounding corn-fields. In this manner was 
an immense plain, which might have accommodated 
20,000. men, filled with smoke, obscuring the 
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heavenSi and presenting an aspect of gloomy 
horror. On our side of the river, several pieces 
of artillery had been planted, ^rhich, as soon as 
our troops had passed it, kept up an unceasing fire 
upon the pursuers* 

In the evening we arrived near Talavera,. the 
position which had been selected by Sir Arthur 
Wellesley as a rallying point ; but before we had 
reached it, a body of French which had forded the 
river at a point higher up attacked one of our divi- 
sions of infantry and the rear-guard of our cavahry, 
in which affair General Mackenzie and several 
other officers were killed. The British troops, in 
this instance^ had hardly time to form, still less to 
occupy the ground designed for them, owing to the 
precipitate assault of the enemy. The cannonading 
was heavy, and our Spanish friends not liking its 
probable results, made no scruple to get away as 
they could^ imagining themselves unsafe even within 
the entrenchments* The mules which bore our 
baggage had got into disorder, and the highway 
was consequently so blocked up by them and the 
artillery that we were obliged to cut paths through 
lanes and vineyards to the appointed position, 
which .was stony and mountainous. Here we 
shared a repast of bread and wine, acceptable 
enough to me who had lived all the previous part 
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of the day merely on dry chocolate and water. 
Up to a very late hoar, wounded soldiers and stray 
baggage-waggons were brought in^ and the former 
complained bitterly of the Spanish brigands, who 
seemed to prefer spoiling the English to fighting 
the French* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

BatUe of Talavera— Position of the Allied Army— Attack 
upon General Hill— Rqpalaes of tlie Enemy— General £n» 
gagement— Vicieaitadee of tiie Day— ^ManoeaTring and Oat> 
manoevTring — The Morning after the Conflict— The Autiior 
tamed Cook— Crossing the Field of Battle — English 
woonded Prisoners tamed adrift by the French—Comforts 
of a aomid Nap— Eating and Drinking daring SIeep-»Re* 
spectiye Loss of the Two Armies — Farther Retreat of the 
Enemy— Bedchamber in Talayera de la Reina. 

Thjb moraing of the eventful 28th jaly, 1809» 
dawned upon the rough and broken slumbers of 
our host, and was ushered in by a tremendous 
discharge of cannon and musketry. Our horses 
had been kept through the whole night saddled and 
bridled, and we had but to leap upon their backs. 
A stone had been my pillow, and a mantle my 
covering, 

Slaving taken up our ground, we found our 
brigade situated on the left wing of the army ; to 
the right of us was the town of Talavera; to the 
left, a high hill; and in front, several hillocks^ 
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which served to cover our position. The other 
cavalry-brigades took their g^and^ as they rode up, 
more towards the centre of the main army. The 
entire position, which had been selected by the 
quick glance of the British Commander-in-Chief, 
might have extended a league in breadth. 
The centre of the army, under General Campbell, 
was planted on a rising ground, in front of which 
entrenchments had been thrown up a day or two 
before ; its left, commanded by General Hill, oc- 
cupied the rocky heights alluded to ; and the right 
leaned towards the river Tagus. On this side the 
Spanish troops were stationed, as well as upon the 
bridge over the Alberche, on the road to Madrid. . 
Immediately in front of the town their force was 
strongest, forming two lines, which were covered 
by entrenchments and clumps of olive trees. 

On the preceding evening, the enemy, after he 
had driven back General Mackenzie's division, had 
succeeded in dislodging General Hill from his 
heights ; but for a few minutes only, the Greneral's 
division recovering its ground at the point of the 
bayonet. In the course of the night, renewed at- 
tempts were made by the French to gain possession 
of this post, but they were in every instance re- 
pulsed with great loss. The last of these attacks 
happened towards morning ; and being of a more 
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d&sperate nature than the. preceding ones^ had 
aroused us from our brief repose. < 

Towards eight o'clock, the assault upon the Bri- 
tish line became general. It was of the most for- 
midable description^ but wholly unsuccessful. At 
eleven, the enemy furiottisly attacked the right of 
our army, where the Spaniards were chiefly posted ; 
but on this occasion pur allies seeined to rally their 
energies> and really fought nobly; nor could their 
exponents gain one inch of advantage. 

But throughout the day General Hill's post was 
the most important, and the most fiercely disputed. 
During the night, it had been strotigly fortified 
with cannon^ and it was here that Sir Arthur 
Wellesley himself was chiefly to be seen whilst the 
battle raged. I had opportunities of riding along 
the entire line, and consequently of observing every 
circumstance of interest connected with this great 
conflict. 

. The, almost suffocating heat occasioned the fire 
to relax a little in the afternoon ; about two o'clock, 
the French made another tremendous attack^ in the 
midst of which, a powder-magazine, near to our 
brigade, blew up with a frightful explosion, and at 
the same moment, strong columns of the enemy 
pushed forward towards the eminence upon which 
Sir Arthur Wellesley had posted himself. He im- 

H 3 



154 JOURNAL OF 

mediately despatehed an aid-de-camp to the liglit 
cavaliy brigade^ with orders to ^advance directly 
upon the French position ; and it was cnrions to 
observe with what despatch the men vaulted into 
their saddles, having previously been unengaged 
and merely lookers-on. The horses, many of them, 
soon wandered back once more disencumbered of 
their riders, but from a very different cause. A 
deep ditch, which ran along in front of the French 
line, proved no small obstacle to our assailing regi- 
ments ; and soveral brave fellows, in their impetu- 
osity, got dismounted therein. Notwithstanding 
this drawback, however, the enemy was, by this 
counter-movement, completely foiled in his pur- 
pose of storming the height, and his cavalry put to 
flight in the greatest disorder ; whereby the fire of 
our artillery was brought to bear upon his in- 
fantry-masses with good effect. Immediately af- 
terwards, our heavy cavalry received instruction to 
press forward with the Spanish artillery, upon 
the rear of the French position ; and when arrived 
sufficiently near it, they opened to the right and 
left, and unmasked a cannonade of murderous se- 
verity on the crowded columns of the enemy. 

This attack, on our part^ was returned by the 
enemy in an assault on our centre, which was, how- 
ever, so effectually resisted by the division of Gre- 
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heral Campbell^ supported by a part of the Spanish 
cavalry, ^t the assailants left their artillery in our 
hands. Towards the approach of evening followed 
the last and most violent attack against the left 
wing of the centre, under General Sberbrooke, but 
which was defeated by the firmness and courage of 
the English guards and the battalions of the Ger* 
man legion^ at the point of the bayonet. 

In these several movements and contests both 
sides sujQTered greatly ^ the more so as nothing could 
exceed the ardour of the soldiers. They performed, 
indeed, prodigies of valour ; and in the last assault it 
was evident that the entire French army had corn- 
bined ; they relished their reception, however, so 
badly, that, in the course of the night, they re^ 
treated altogether across the Alberche. 

Late in the evening, our brigade, which had 
been considerably shorn of its numbers, was di* 
rected to fall back into a corn-field at some distance 
from the field of battle, which had hitherto re- 
mained inviolate, and which oar hungry horses feU 
upon like wolves. The wounded were removed to 
Talavera ; and thus ended this important day, the 
result of which spread the greatest consternation 
amongst the French troops, who were, it seems; 
rather inclined to undervalue either the skill or the 
prowess (or perhaps both) of the allies. Joseph 
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Bonaparte/ seeiog Madrid threatened by General 
Yenagas, who was in its neighbourhood with a con- 
siderable force, gave orders to Sebastiani to march 
against him, whilst Victor was obliged to retreat 
back to Santa Olalla* On the morning of the 29th 
instant, part of our hussar regiment received or- 
ders to proceed across the field of battle, to the 
banks of the Alberche, and there to form a chain 
of oat*posts, as the army found itself too weak to 
pursue its advantage in good earnest; for although 
a division of fresh troops under Greneral Crawford, 
which had recently disembarked from Ireland, had. 
joined us the same morning on the ground, they 
were equally incapacitated from fatigue, as we from 
the losses and exhaustion of the combat ; since, for 
the purpose of taking part in the battle, they had 
accomplished nearly sixty miles within the last 
twenty-four hours. As the victory was already 
. gained, these new-comers . were used towards 
strengthening the line of outposts. 

Several days had now elapsed since! had taken 
any warm nourishment. These matters one is 
careless about in a state of warfare; but, this 
morning I found myself strongly tempted to regale 
.upon a dish of chocolate, and accordingly (the 
servants being all with the baggage-waggons) pro- 
ceeded to cook some in an empty cartridge-box,— 
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the materials for my fire consisting of sundry hand* 
somely gilt looking-glass frames ! Having des* 
patched this dainty meal, I rode off to overtake my 
comrades in their progress to the Alberche. 

The field of battle presented a spectacle truly 
dreadful ! A space extending several leagues was 
almost. literaUy covered with the slain! On the. 
fatal height which had been so gallantly disputed, 
our courageous fellows lay as if they had been en* 
tire battalions taking their natural rest — ^painfully 
conspicuous from the red uniform ; whilst, within 
fifty paces, clad in blue and grey, were heaped in 
dense masses the bodies of the assailcmts ! Amongst 
the latter, many, who were wounded only, called 
out to us for succour, which we were completely 
unable to extend. All the brushwood, trees, cot- 
tages, 8cc. in the vicinity, were reduced to ashes, 
and the earth itself looked black and blasted :— - 
whikt, added to this universal desolation, the 
scorching rays of the sun contributed their influence 
to increase the torments of the unfortunate wounded 
wretches. Amidst the many thousand dead bodies, 
brute anunals, likewise, were mingled. Arms, 
broken carriages, powder- waggons, chests,'— ; in 
short, a heterogeneous medley^ comprising all man- 
ner of articles, was scattered about, to complete 
this picture of destruction and wo. The very 
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boshes, half-burntf were in many instances clogged 
with dead bodies, both human and brute — unhappy 
creatares who had crawled thither, wounded, from 
the scene of strife, and been finished by the fiery 
masses wherefrom their exhaustion prevented es- 
cape. Thus the devastating principle of fire lent 
ittd to the great work of slaughter ; nor was the 
ministry of the demons of hunger and thirst want* 
ing:-^on approaching the Alberche, some po<Nr 
wretches were discovered by our men who had lain 
there since the 27th instant, and whose parched 
lips had not, they said, been blessed with a drop 
of water during the two days' interval. 

We bivouacked under some oak-trees which had 
remained unscathed, and a neighbouring corn-field 
also did us much service. A medicine*chest that 
had been abandoned by the enemy was brought in, 
ttid supplied us with many articles whereof we 
stood in great need. Our vedettes were posted on 
one fflde the river and those of the enemy on the 
other. 

On the following day, the wounded (both friends 
and foes) were conveyed slowly, upon carts drawn 
by oxen, to the hospital, and several battalions 
were ordered to accomplish the interment of the 
dead. A number of our wounded who had un- 
luckily fallen into the hands of the enemy and had 
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floffered much maltreatment, now airived (on 
being discarded to shift for themselves) at our 
bivouac. An English officer who wai^ among them 
exhibited a picture of the utmost hmnan misery ! 
A ragged Spanish peasant led the faint and panting 
horse whereupon this unfortunate soldier rather 
bung than sate : he was wounded in the head and 
foot, and his wounds were well nigh bare^ and 
bleeding fast. His uniform, owing to the gold 
lace having been torn away, was thoroughly de- 
faced, and he was destitute at once of hat, shoes, 
and stockings — the only covering for his legs being 
a pair of large worn-out Spanish boots. Upon his 
countenance sate despair, and the cravings of 
hunger and thirst were likewise depicted in its 
lines. With a sensation of deep interest did we 
behold the transient smile which spread over his wan 
features on once more beholding his companions in 
arms — who, however, were unable to aflTord him 
any other refreshment than their consolation and a 
drink of fresh water. 

That sleep is the chief necessary of human ex* 
istence, and goes in its effects far beyond the ad* 
ministering to hunger or thirst, I had a convincing 
proof in the course of the night of the 30th July. 
During the previous three days and nights I had 
scarcely enjoyed as many hours' sleep : besides 
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wlucb, I had been necessitated to put up frequently 
with but a little bread, wine, and chocolate — and 
often with none of these, but water only. 

At length provisions arrived, but were not to be 
served out till midnight. I had previously com- 
posed myself upon a delicious bundle of straw, 
mad slept most sweetly ! On awaking in the mom* 
ing, much refreshed, I could not avoid expressing 
to an officer who lay beiside me my regret at not 
having aroused myself to partake of the meat and 
soup. After listening awhile to my doleful la- 
mentations, he excited in me no small surprise by 
saying that I had so partaken, — had been awaken- 
ed — devoured my share with uncommon compla- 
cency — and dropped off to sleep again ; and in a 
few moments the whole circumstance floated dimly 
upon my recollection, like a dream. 

The loss of the allies during these three days 
(namely the 26th, 27th, and 28th) amounted to 
10,000 men in killed, wounded, and prisoners ; of 
which number about 5000 English and 3000 
Spanish fell on the latter or great day of the 
battle. The French loss amounted to about 12,000 
men, twenty cannon, and numerous ammunition- 
waggons. 

On the 1st of August we were relieved by ano- 
ther battalion of our regiment ; and as the enemy 
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had, during the preceding night, abandoned his 
position on the opposite bank of the Alberche, a 
detachment was sent in pursuit of him, which 
found that he had fallen back as far as Santa 
Olalla. In Cassalegos he had left behind him a 
number of badly-wounded men. 

On marching back, to rejoin the main body of 
the army, our course led us over the ground which 
had been occupied by the Spaniards, and here the 
scene of slaughter was terrific ; whilst, owing to 
the intolerable heat, the dead bodies had already 
become putrified, and exhaled a stench absolutely 
pestilential. A well in front of the town, which 
had hitherto supplied a cool and refreshening 
liquid, was now literally choked with animal 
masses fast advancing in decomposition. Our 
comrades we found stationed close under the walls 
of Talavera, overshadowed by branching olives. 
Here we took some soup — abundantly (though not 
quite so agreeably) seasoned by the clouds of dust 
which the horses raised as they were driven to an 
adjacent watering-place. 

Talavera de la Reina might in former times have 
been, possibly, a pleasant town, as it lies on a most 
fruitful plain irrigated by the Tagus ; but at this 
juncture it presented a very mournful aspect. 
There lay in the place from 8 to 10,000 wounded 
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floldiera of varioos nations; and the houses* 
churches, and convents were all in a completely 
ruinous state and deserted by their proper inhabi- 
tants. I had much trouble to procure a decent 
lodging, although the place takes rank among the 
largest towns of the kingdom ; and it was extremely 
painful to encounter at every step the supplications 
of poor wretches to whom one had no power of 
extending assistance. 

The next night (after a lapse of several weeks, 
during which I slept under the bare sky) I once 
more occupied a bedchamber, but the close ais 
di^reof, combined with the annoyance of troops 
of insects, effectually prevented my repose and 
rendered the exchange a positive evil. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Unexpected Retreat of the Allies — ConBtemation of the woun- 
ded at Talayera— March to Oropesa— Canses of the Retreat 
deyeloped— Bridge of Anobispo— Generosity of a Brother- 
Officer— Passage of the Mountains— Miserable Condition of 
the wonnded — Cantonments at Delleytosa — Horrors of this 
Position— Fire» Famine^ and Pestilence— Excessive Drought 
— Breakbg-Qp for the Portngaese Frontier — Cacere»» 

. Bad^ios^Fording the Gvadiana— Arrival at YiUaviciosa and 
Borba. 

The morning which succeeded this unpleasant 
night I visited an hospital (which had been esta- 
blished in a convent). In this place I became ac- 
quainted with an event which, at first sight, ap- 
peared incredible. I found sundry wounded offi- 
cers in earnest conference over a map of the 
Peninsula, and pointing out with melancholy in* 
terest the prejudicial consequences likely to ensue 
from this event. No one eoald have calculated 
that the victorious Wellesley (whom the battle just 
fought was the occasion of elevating to the English 
peerage "under the title of Viscount Wellington) 
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should think it pradent to relinquish his successes, 
commence a retreat, and abandon a portion of his 
very wounded to fall into the hands of the con* 
quered enemy. 

The news, however, soon proved too true ; and 
if in the morning it were doubted, its certainty 
became apparent in the afternoon, — when orders 
were issued that all the sick and wounded (who 
were not incapable of removal) should be removed 
in waggons and carts, and the rest, under the care 
of a commissariat and a body of surgeons, remain 
in Talavera. This intelligence spread with incon- 
ceivable rapidity, and with all sorts of exaggeia- 
tioB, throughout the hospitals : it was said that the 
defeated foe again advanced from Santa Olalla, 
and in fact was already on the banks of the 
Alberche, whilst Marshal Soult pressed upon our 
rear^ in the direction of Placentia. Hence en- 
sued the utmost consternation and tumult in the 
streets. Imagination was busy in placing before 
the wounded all manner of gloomy presages ; and 
those appointed to attend on them ran to and fro, 
uncertain what measures to take, whilst the pa- 
tients (both friends and foes) suffered neglect even 
in the necessary attentions of dressing and ban- 
daging. Sundry poor devils who had previously 
thought themselves, and been considered by others^ 
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incapable of motioD, managed to crawl out of their 
wards^ smitten with the overpowering horror of 
falling under the '' tender mercies" of the French, 
Any chance was preferred to this: and in a short 
period the various hospitals were almost empty, — 
the senior physicians and surgeons being no more 
d^irous of keeping their posts than the poor fel- 
lows upon whom they exercised tiieir skill. 
. The English army had proceeded to Oropesa, 
whither I (in company with a military chaplain and 
some wounded officers) followed. We were con- 
stantly encountering, on the road, waggons laden 
with wounded, after which limped a train of mise- 
rable objects scarcely able to drag their bodies for- 
ward: added to the horrors of war, were the 
apprehensions necessarily entertained of the Spa- 
nish brigands, who were (in common with the 
peasantry) constantly on the alert to rifle such 
English soldiers as were led by sickness or fatigue 
to straggle from their respective corps. Thus, 
when night came, we took watch by turns whilst 
our party bivouacked beneath a range of trees. 
> It was some days before the- enigma presented 
by the existing state of thbgs cleared itself up: 
but we at length imderstood the following circum- 
stances :r-Lord Wellington had come to an agree- 
ment with General Cuesta, on entering Spain, 
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that die passes of Puerto de Banos and Puerto de 
Penales should be defended by the Spaniards; 
the first by the Marquess de la Seyna and the 
other by the Duke del Parque. The importance 
of the latter position had induced his Lordship to 
instruct Marshal Beresford to keep a watchful eye 
thereupon with the Portuguese force conunanded 
by him, conceiving the former pass to be secure ; 
but on the second day after the battle of Talavera, 
information was received at head-quarters that 
Ney and Soult were in full march in our near to* 
wards Puerto de Banos, whikt our flanks were 
threatened by divisions under Mortier and Victor. 
The united forces thus opposed to us were esti* 
mated at 00,000 men. General Cuesta was 
equally anxious to retain possession of Puerto de 
i^nos, and proposed to the Commander-in-Chief 
that he should detach Greneral Wilson's corps to 
its defence. General Wilson himself was present 
at Talavera; but his division lay in the mountains 
of Escalona, where his outposts had spread them- 
selves five leagues on the road to Madrid, had 
actually opened communications witiun that capi- 
tal, and performed sundry other important ser- 
vices; in consequence whereof his Lordship could 
not decide on calling it away. He therefore sug- 
gested to Cmpsta the propriety of dei^tching 
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Aither another Spamsh corps ; but although die 
latter could not but perceive the peculiar value of 
Wilson's force, situated as it was, yet he continued 
averse to detaching any portion of his own army« 
On the 30th, Lord Wellington's suggestion assu- 
med the shape of a conunand, which however was 
still unavailing, until on the 2d of August news 
arrived of the positive entrance of the French into 
Bejar, whereupon General Bassecourt was, at 
length, detached with a Spanish force, but (as 
might easily have been anticipated) he arrived too 
late, the pass being already carried. In fact, the 
Marquess de la Reyna had (with his inefficient 
coq)s) offered littie or no resistance, and had re- 
tired^ by way of Placentia, upon the bridge of 
Almarez, which he intended to break down behind 
him. 

Cuesta now proposed a separation of the mabi 
army,«r-one-half of it to march upon the enemy's 
flank, and the jother to occupy the position of 
Talavera. To this arrangement, the English 
General decidedly objected; saying at the same 
time that he was ready either to defend the posi-* 
tion of Talavera, with the whok British army, or 
■to advance agsunst the enemy in an equally con- 
centrated state. On this, Cuesta expressed a 
wish that the choice should remain with Lord Wei- 
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liogtoD, who accordingly determined on manshing, 
and leaving Guesta in possession of Talavera, to 
which that general apparently consented. Mean- 
time» however, according to the information ob-^- 
tained on the Ist of August of the enemy's move^ 
mentSy it seemed that, having been foiled in the 
attempt to possess himself of Talavera, he was 
disposed to eflTect a junction with the French army 
at Placentia, by way of Escalona. 

This supposition was confirmed on the 2d inst. 
by General Wilson, and Lord Wellington was 
consequently compelled to adopt decisive mea- 
sures. He issued peremptory commands to the 
Spanish general O'Dcmoughue to provide without 
delay a sufficient number of waggons, &c. to re- 
move the sick and wounded from Talavera ; as it 
was not improbable that the French army would 
press forward (across Escalona) and force Cuesta 
to abandon that town before the English comman^ 
der could advance to his succour. 

Such was the state of affairs when Lord Wel- 
lington broke up from his position and took the 
road to Oropesa, in order, if possible, to come 
upon the rear of the hostile army under Soult and 
Key, in which movement he was very soon foU 
lowed (to his surprise and chagrin) by the Spanish 
general, who appeared to be conscious of no 
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ttfety, except under the wing of the English 
pnny. 

After passing the night as I have stated, nnac- 
quainted at that time with the delicate situation 
wherein our leader was involved, we quitted our 
sylvan encampment by dawn of day, and pursued 
our route to Oropesa, without even the refreshment 
of a drink of water, and in complete ignorance of 
the road. The reader will therefore judge how 
great was our satisfaction on finding, in that town, 
a couple of officers belonging to our regiment, who 
had been some days there, and in whose cool plea* 
sant quarters we were regaled with a eup of ex- 
cellent coffee. They subsequently joined our small 
squadron, and we continued our progress. We 
overtook the main force, under arms, at a small 
village in the vicinity, where they had been two 
nights and two days, destitute of provisions, await- 
ing every moment an attack from the corps cTarmie 
of Soult and Ney. A corps of observation was 
now formed, consisting of artillery and light ca- 
valry, and despatched in the direction of the enemy ; 
whilst the remaining part of the cavalry were di- 
rected to follow the infantry, which had been put 
in motion some hours before. After a march of 
two leagues, during which we suffered immensely^ 
from heat, we arrived at Fuente-del-Arzobispo, a 

I 
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little hamlet deserted by its inhabitants, situated on 
the right bank of the Tagus. Close by is a bridge, 
which crosses this stream, and has two high towers 
upon it. It is si^ty feet long, but very narrow, so 
that no two carriages could pass over abreast ; and 
as the cavalry was to wait until the infantry had 
crossed, I, meanwhile, had leisure to find myself 
desperately hungry, whereat the ** candid reader ** 
will not, perhaps, feel surprised, when I tell him, 
that I had tasted no solid food whatever for the last 
two days. Hence I was induced to ransack the 
village in question throughout; but, alas! the in- 
habitants had not only taken themselves oflT, but 
had carefully removed eveiy thing in the shape of 
provender. 

The passage of the bridge displayed a very pic« 
turesque spectacle. It was precipitantly high^ and 
the various groups which successively crossed it, 
mingled strangely with each other. English, Ger- 
man, and Spanish troops — men under arms and 
squadrotis of wounded — cavalry and foot-soldiers 
—baggage- waggons and artillery — combined to 
create a confusion and uproar scarcely conceivable, 
and carried on firom eight o'clock a. m. until a late 
hour in the afternoon. On the ^ther side, we 
came up with the rear of the wounded, who had 
been forwarded from Talavera, in which place, it 
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appeared that about 1500 had been left behind, 
whom Lord Wellington commended in a letter to 
the humane care of Marshal Mortier, nor was his 
feoommendation unavailing. 

The passage of the bridge being effected, we 
had still four leagues to march to our bivouac. 
Here we were, at length, fortunate enough to re- 
ceive some. bread; this, together with a little ham, 
(for which I paid extravagantly,) and a draught of 
Tagus water, formed my nourishment for the day. 
Fatigued with the long march, and faint from pri« 
▼ation of sleep, I threw myself upon my hard couch 
under an oak-tree; and soon slumbered so soundly, 
diat the residue of bread, (to me a treasure !) 
which I had placed beside me, had utterly vanished 
before I awoke. This was, in fact, no. small loss; 
for during the next two days, nothing whatever 
was served out, and the rigours of famine seemed 
about to succeed to the dangers of warfare. 

On the 5th of August, oppressed with heat and 
dust, we proceeded four leagues through a desert 
country, and afterwards bivouacked amidst bram- 
ble-bushes, near a small hamlet. The little river 
Gualega afforded ]to man and beast the refreshment 
of water. Hungry and tired, I laid myself down to 
seek a brief respite from the annoyances inseparable 
from a military life. On the following morning we 

I 2 
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broke np, many of as bearing rather rough intima- 
tions of the thorny nature of oar lodgment. In 
this inhospitable tract, no vestige of a tree was to 
be met with ; and thus our worn and weary bodies 
were perfectly exposed to the unremitting fervour 
of the burning sun. The greater part 6f the ca- 
valry dismounted, on any occasion of a halt, and 
sought refuge for awhile in the narrow shade cast 
by the figures of the horses. On reaching the 
mountainous region before us, we were lucky 
enough to find water for our thirsty steeds.* 

As evening drew on, the road across these 
heights became more practicable ; and we passed 
through two deserted villages, neither of which 
presented any temptation to induce us to stop ; 
we, therefore, held on our course over dreadful 
roads, and with empty stomachs. The mountains 
grew loftier and steeper: the cannons were dragged 
up singly by many horses and men, of which former 

* An officev of our regiment, whose good spirits neyer for* 
sook him, on this occasion caused the tmmpet-signal to be 
given, the sound whereof had so often called ns to a cheerful 
and abundant meal I Upon hearing it, I hurried to him, ex- 
claiming, that as he had invited guests^ he could do no less 
than entertain them : whereupon this kind-hearted man imme^ 
diately forced on me his last piece of ham, to which another 
friend added a slice of bread. 
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^veral sank exhausted upon the road. About 
diue o'clock, we came to a halt in the neighbour^ 
hood of the village of Torrecillas, and here some 
flour was divided among the troops. Our march 
was perpetuated through the dark night, along 
narrow defiles bordering gigantic precipices, and 
admitting only one passenger abreast — so hilly, 
likewise^ either mounting or descending, as to 
occasion great hazard, on the part of the riders, of 
slipping into the gulph below. By one o'clock, we 
reached the spot selected for our bivouac, where, 
on account of the absence of trees, it was difficult 
to secure our horses. This day the army had tra^ 
veiled upwards of seven leagues. 

Upon this height, the temperature of the atmo-- 
sphere was almost as severely cold, as that of the 
plain had been fiercely hot ; and to guard against 
the sudden change, I was obliged to use the utmost 
precaution. As to the nourishment of food, it 
was quite out of the question ! A comrade, in- 
deed, kindly accommodated me with a cup of 
chocolate ; having taken which, I crept under my 
rude covering, and really enjoyed a far better 
night's rest than the circumstances Warranted me 
in expecting. 

The numberless cooking-fires kindled by the in* 
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fantrj^ the flames whereof crept up the sides i^ 
the Dilute hill, threw a kind of witchful glssre 
oyer the otherwise btaek atmoq[>here, and rendered 
the whole scene at once imposing and unearthly. 
A herd of swine had fallen into the hands of the 
troops on the preceding day, and their remains 
:Hrere now Toraciously swallowed. The system of 
daughtering these luckless beasts was simple and 
expeditious; the bayonet was the instrument of 
their death, and the limbs were separated by those 
weapons wherewith nature has provided man. 

At six o'clock on the 7th of August, we aroused 
from our mountain-lair, and beheld with a shudder* 
ing sensation the precipitous tracks which had 
been before shrouded from us by night, void along 
which lay our farther course. The carcases of 
horses, and mules strewed the footway, and the 
broken wheels of various kinds of carriages and 
pieces of ammunition were scattered profusdy 
here and there, and in no few instances rattled into 
the chasms below. 

As mid-day advanced, we reached the highest 
ridge o{ these mountains, and the vicinity of 
Truxillo. It was here freezing cold ; but on our 
descending abruptly, the heat increased with every 
step, as did our hunger in almost equal proportion. 
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At the foot of one of them hiUa I procured, at 
w extray^gant prioe* a loaf, and iome oniona* 
whereof I ate mott heartily. 

But my priyatioas (although auch sub would be 
reokoped severe by those who haye ueyer ea> 
perienoed a state of warfare) were literally uothiag 
compared with the miseries of the unfortunate 
wounded. Of these, the condition was truly pitia- 
ble. M anyp after struggling with their fate for some 
days, gave in at last, and from want of food and 
exhaustion relinquished all hope of keeping up 
with the army, and awaited death on the high road ; 
whilst others, famished and dejected, still endea* 
vQured to limp on after their waggons had been 
broken down. 

At the distance of two leagues further we 
reached our new bivouac under the shelter of oak 
trees, apd here we remained lying throughout the 
next day, during which we received for the first 
time since leaving Talavera rations of bread and 
meat ; the former of which was in the shape of 
sea^-bisouit ; this supply, however well-timed and 
salutary, was nevertheless no more than a quarter*- 
allowaqc^. 

•On the 0tb of August, we resumed our progress, 
and arrived at a village called Jecazego, which (as 
is ^ommpn v^ith Spanish hamlets) consisted of a 
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church and a few wretched little hats. The 
charch was now, however, turned into a stable, and 
in the village not even a drink of water was to be 
found. We halted at this place a coaple of days, 
and were accommodated by the distribution of pro- 
visions, added to which suttlers provided us, from 
Truxillo, with chocolate, sugar, Sec. 

On the 12th, we marched three leagues further, 
and passed by the above-named town, which is 
large and situated close to a hill. We now re* 
joined the main army which was quartered in a 
firm position at Delleytosa, (particularly selected 
by Lord Wellington,) and where it remained till 
the 18tk The bridge of Almarez was in our 
front. Our rear»guard, ^hich had been left on the 
other side of the Tagus, now joined us ; having, 
in the passage of the bridge of Arzobispo, been so 
hard pushed by the enemy as to occasion the loss 
of several regiments. The troops of Cuesta had 
subsequently held possession of the bridge. 

We were certainly at length secure both from 
the attacks of the enemy and from the pressure of 
absolute want ; but now a fresh calamity threatened 
us, namely, the danger of fire ! The ferocious 
heat had so completely dried up all the grass, 
roots, &c. that the ground was frequently ignited 
by our cooking-fires, and in a short time a circunn 
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ference of several leagues (particularly where the 
hiflaence of the wind was felt) exhibited one 
flaming mass. On the first day of this truly in- 
fernal bivouac I myself nearly fell a victim to the 
fire occasioned by my cookery. I hastened to 
loosen my horse, which was fastei^d to a tree 
hard by ; but before I could succeed in unbinding 
him, the surrounding trusses of hay had kindled^ 
and the greedy flames were mounting high beside 
me. Against this kind of warfare there was no 
contending. In some instances, it not only an- 
noyed but deceived us. A day or two after our 
arrival there arose a universal cry that the enemy 
was at hand, and had already crossed the bridge 
of Almarez! whereas, upon further scrutiny, it 
turned out to be a false alarm, proceeding from 
an extensive fire in the encampment of the artillery, 
who were consequently necessitated to change their 
ground. 

Nor was the plague of fire our only evil. The 
state of clothing amongst the troops had . become 
deplorable, and was most painfully felt as regarded 
shoes. The wives of the English soldiers, who 
were in general so neat and cleanly, were now 
completely barefooted and with scarce a whole 
garment, and seated on meagre crazy-footed don-^ 
keys, cut a figure altogether forlorn. Many store- 

i3 
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waggons had beeo left beluad in the mooDtauMb 
either owing to their having broken down or to the 
daughter of the os^en wbich drew them, whom the 
impatient soldiers had greedily butchered ; thns 
allaying the cravings of their stomachs at the ex* 
pense of their backs and feet From the same 
oanse, numbers of sick and wounded were de- 
prived of their conveyances and foieed upon the 
melancholy alternative of smking upon the inhospi* 
table soil^ or urging their lacerated limbs to excru* 
ciating labowr. 

Thus have we traced the footsteps of carnage, 
famine, and fire ; we have now to record the de- 
vastations of pestilence. Diairhcea, engendered 
by the spare and unwholesome diet in conjunction 
with the overpowering heat, tormented our squalid 
host ; and the horses suffered acutely from their 
long journeys upon a hard, dry, and burning 
ground. 

The biscuit had grown so indurated that U was 
scarcely possible to mcnsten it ; and (although it was 
unwise, amidst so many real evils, to conjure up 
imaginary ones) we could not avoid regretting the 
want of knives, fcnrks, and spoons, in the absence 
whereof, the scanty supplies afforded us codd not 
be carried decently to our lips ! Our water was 
furnished by stagnant ditches full of leeches, &€• 
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wUch.got into the nostrils of the hones and into 
the thxoate of the men, occasioning pdi^etttal 
bleeding. . Wfaenerer we were fortunate enough 
to meet with a running stream, we at once used it 
lor purposes of washing, balMng, and drinking* 

Nor was there any alleviation from refreshing 
fibowerB. The baked .earth reflected the sultriness 
which had been oommunicated to it, and Uie longer 
the heats continued the more unbearable did they 
thence become. If now and then symptoms ci 
tempest appeared in the western heavens^ the weK 
qome masses were attracted towards the distant 
iQOuntains, where they spent their force without 
favouring our neighbourhood with a single rain-drop, 
and the air, instead of fireshening, waxed yet closer. 
The water we drank, being milk-warm, allayed 
Qot the thirst, but on the contrary Telaxed and 
weakened our bodies, which wore the pallid aspect 
of fever-stricken men ; and in addition to all, we 
were well-nig^ maddened (day and night) by 
swarms of noxious insects ^such as ants, efts, 
spiders, locusts, &c. among the latter of which 
pome measured half a yard in length, and were 
not backward in defending themselves, when re* 
sisted, by springing at the person's head. 

On the 17th of August, these evihi had reached 
an alamnog b^gbt, On the 18th, thank God 1 
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we broke up at four o'clock in the morning. We 
did not start/ however, until seven — bread, rice, 
and flour having been previously distributed, 
although sparingly, to the men. We turned to^ 
wards the Portuguese frontiers, and in so doing, 
our leader met the wishes of every one (I believe) 
amongst his troops, who were completely tired of 
this inactive and distressing life^ Want of pro- 
visions was the ostensible cause for the abandon'^ 
ment of this position < 

Our route lay in the first place some leagueift 
across the mountains, and at nightfall we halted in 
a valley near a small river. During the whole 
day's march, we had perceived no sign of habita-^ 
ticn. Our cavalry (formerly such a fine body) 
presented now a most mournful aspect : instead of 
eighty, each company was reduced to the posses^ 
sion of about thirty horses, and these regular 
scarecrows. A great many were led along behind 
the regiments, and every morning it was found 
necessary to shoot several of them. 

Beside the little stream above-mentioned, we 
lay encamped two days, during which our situation 
altered greatly for the better. The heat relaxed 
on the setting in of a brisk easterly wind — the 
Water was fresher ; and we at length breathed 
freely once more. The bread, which had been 
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for some time limited to qtiarter-'TationSi was now 
advanced to double the quantity— of meat we had 
a sufficiency, and coffee was brought for sale from 
a neighbouring place. 

On the 20th of August, decisive orders were 
issued to march upon Portugal. The dragoons 
and hussars dismounted and fastened their ac- 
coutrements between the horns of the oxen, troops 
of which were attached to each brigade, nor did 
the animals seem at all displeased with this novel 
decoration. I had formerly stigmatized as insuf- 
ferable the dilatoriness of the Spaniards and Portu-< 
guese : but in this quality they were now rivalled 
by ourselves; for none of us felt inclined to move, 
except from the pressure of necessity. Our 
horses, at the commencement of the campaign 
full of fire and energy, now dropped their ears 
and looked listless and dispirited. 

We had become heedless as to the particular 
marking of time. A man scarcely cared to wind 
up his watch ; and instead of specifying the hour,' 
it was common to say '* We shall march at cfay- 
hreak.^* With regard to the day of the week^ all 
calculation of that matter had long been aban* 
doned. 

Having continued our route five leagues across 
a mountainous country^ we proceeded three leagues 
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farther through « desert heath, as far as Caoeres, 
where we bivouaoked oo a hiH itpoa stooy 
greond. 

Caceres is an ancient town» lying upon a height, 
but not very large. The houses are massiTet and 
generally speaking sadly out of repair : the streets 
narrow, and the shops looking like so nuiny c^ 
lars. The market-place presents a ruinous ardi* 
way, but it is plentifaUy stocked. There were 
abundance of coffee-^bouses and pastry-cooks' 
shc^, but .what I wanted was a substantial meal, 
and this I could not succeed in procuring. 

On the 33d we marched onwards, and halted 
near another small town ; and on this day we again 
received, after a considerable interval, our full 
latioos of bread, meat, and wine. Hardly, how- 
ever, had we gained time to provide our meal, 
when orders came to proceed further, at five 
o'clock p. m. By eight the moon became over- 
cast, and we had to blunder on in the dark : and 
our water being exhausted, we were ultimately 
obliged to lie down amongst the bushes with parch- 
ed tongues. 

Pursuing our retreat in tins way, we reached, 
on the 27th of August, the important bord^-for* 
tress of Badajos, and encamped on the banks of 
tbe Guadiana, wd there we halted during the 
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following day. From hence the eye easily com- 
mands the neighbouring strong-hold of Elvas^ 
which is situate upon a high hill^ and displays an 
aspect both picturesque and imposing. Badajos 
itself stands upon rising ground in the middle of a 
wide plain, and is regularly built Tbe streets are 
broad) but in bad condition. There was an air of 
spirit and order about this place ; and the houses 
were well furnished and even cleanly. Provisions, 
also, were to be had of every description ; and, 
on the whole, Badajos did a great deal towards 
reconciling ns to Spain. 

Fording the Ouadiana, which here forms the 
boundary'-line between tbe sister^kingdcmis, we 
passed by Elvas, and proceeded nniil we arrived 
at the Boyal Menagerie, (act far from ViUavif 
ciosa,) which is several leagues in ciroumfefence, 
aod sunronuded by a wall eighteen feet high. 
Through this enclosure, in order to save a oirem* 
tons route, we were permitted to pass ; and half a 
league on the other side of it we <came to ^he fine 
town of Villaviciosa, which contains a very hand*- 
some palace. Hence we proceeded a mile or two 
farther to tbe agreeable town of Borba, wheie 
Qmr regiment bivouadLed in the garden of a mo- 
nastery. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Accommodations of Borba— Splendid Hospital— Renewal of 
the Incursion into Spain— -Qaarters at La Roca — Antunm in 
Spain — Valyerde— Spanisli Grandees — Ball-dresses — Pecu- 
liar Method of Travelling — Burial of the Dead — Approach 
of Winter— Remoyal to the Northern Frontier of PortugaL 

At length we seemed to have arrived at a resting* 
point, after onr calamitous retreat^ and once more 
found ourselves in pleasant qaarters. It is true, 
our sleeping accommodations were none of the 
best, although the fragrant trees of the gardens 
overcanopied us, for the ground was arid, and 
strewed some inches thick with dust. The meanest 
hut would have been a luxury , — but was not to be 
procured. 

After awhile circumstances permitted me to re- 
move into the town of Borba, where I took lodg^gs. 
Those who have never had similar experience 
would find it difficult to imagine the delight felt by 
me on . once more entering a comfortable bed. 
With what alacrity did I take my seat, in. the 
morning, at a breakfast-table furnished with whole- 
some bread and butter, &c. in lieu of the eternal 
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chocolate, brewed in a dusty can, which used to 
grate upon my teeth as I drank it ! The difference 
was exceedingly perceptible between the Portu- 
guese and Spanish border«placeS| as regarded al-* 
most every matter of convenience : added to wMch^ 
the civility of the inhabitants of Portugal formed 
a most agreeable contrast to the cold hauteur of 
the Spaniards. From Badajos hither, the look of 
the towns and villages was livelier, the houses 
being generally whitewashed ; whilst in Spain they 
wore an appearance of decided gloom. Borba, 
where we hoped to stay long enough to effect our 
restoration, really afforded very desirable quarters. 
The town lies in a fruitful plain of Alentejo, i^ 
middle-sized, and built with much regularity. The 
churches, monasteries, &c. are numerous ; and the 
wbole wears a look of importance, which may per- 
haps be accounted for, by its having been, formerly, 
the summer residence of the Portuguese kings. 

On the heels of this improvement in our situa- 
tion, came a refreshing rain, which, after the pre- 
ceding drought of two months, was extremely ac- 
ceptable. Throughout the whole of this short cam- 
paign, and particularly during our retreat, all man- 
net of diseases had grown familiar to our troops — 
cold, fever, jaundice, diarrhoea, &c. I had, how- 
ever, escaped miraculously from either ; but now^ 
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tbe sudden tranaitioQ from incefiaaiii fktigiie to a 

gtate of repose, brought ou unpleasant symptoms, 

and especially pains in tbe legs, whidi attacked me 

severely in the mornings. A Supposition had been 

started that our regiment, owing to its serious 

losses, would be sent back to England ; but this 

soon proved incorrect, the 28d Dragoons being the 

only regiment so disposed of, which was replaced 

by the. 16th Dragoons, who formed a brigade in 

conjunction with us. Shortly after this arrange* 

ment, orders were received to prepare again for 

active service ; though how it was to be done did 

not plainly appear, since our regiment had. lost a 

hundred men and double that number of horses, 

and even the remainder were sick and wretched. 

Nor were the other cavalry regiments in better 

plight, whilst nearly the whole of the infantry wem 

lying in the hospitals, having suffered much more 

than the cavalry. The garments of the men were 

in a tattered condition, the military stores^ See. 

very deficient, and time would, at any rate, be re-* 

quisite to replace the equipments of the armj from 

England. The spirits of our troops were abo 

damped on account of the disastrous result of 

their exertions at Talavera ; and nothing seemed 

to afford them satisfaction but the notion of Lord 

Wellington'^ remaining some time on the frontier. 
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to defend the kingdom of Portagal. Indeed^ this 
was little to be wondered at^ when we consider tfao 
quarters occupied here by a portion of the army. 
One of the hqipitals, for instance, was established 
in the hotel of a noblemaui wherein every luxury 
was accumulated which was desirable in a southern 
climate. At the back of the house stretched a 
delicious garden, containing a profusion of the 
iSnest fruits and flowers. Cool marble grottoes and 
fountains yielding the most pellucid water, (which 
streamed through the place*) lent their aid to the 
other enchantments of this spot, the whole of which 
was enclosed by a box-hedge, five feet in hefght, 
and tortured into a variety of figures, according to 
the taste now happily exploded. I never, in the 
course of my life, beheld such magnificent lemons 
as were to be met with in this earthly paradise-^ 
some of them equalling in size the head of a child 
a couple of years old. 

In consequence of the rain, it grew a little 
cooler ; whereupon the Portuguese gentlemen im* 
mediately produced their huge wrapping*cloaks, 
and the ladies their mantles, to which is commonly 
added a long veil, reaching very low down the back 



* This is peculiar to the gardens of Portogal, which are 
thof arrigatod by meaas of marble dacts. 
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and utterly concealiDg the^face, whence their cos-* 
tame has something aboat it of an Eastern cha- 
racter. 

On the 5th of September, 1809, aflter these few 
days' halt, the regiment was already in motion, 
retracing its steps into the adjoining kingdom. 
Oar sick, to the number of eighty, were conveyed 
from Borba to Villaviciosa> where they were de- 
posited in a hospital which had once been a royal 
palace : — I call it a hospital, as the rooms were 
emptied for that puipose ; bat there was neither 
chair, table, nor bed. The removal of these poor 
fellows occasioned them much torture, in conse^ 
quence of the miserable conveyance, whereby they 
were kept upon the road a whole day ! 

In Elvas, the case was very different. The Bii^ 
tish hospital there was in an extensive Franciscan 
monastery, the greatest part whereof had been 
evacuated by the monks for the use of the sick and 
wounded. Far more room was, it is trae, wanted 
to receive the numbers every day brought in ; but 
those who did find accommodation there, derived 
from the truly Christian benevolence of the lay-^ 
brothers and superior monks, all the alleviation of 
which their state was susceptible. In the garden 
appertaining to this holy convent was a represent 
tation of the crucifixion cujriously cut put in box I • 
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On the 9th of September I proceeded to Bada- 
jos, the weather having again become intolerably 
hot. As it chanced to be Sunday, I strolled into 
the principal church of that town, where mass was 
celebrating with no small splendour. The walls 
and pillars were hung with velvet, and the floor 
was of marble. I was much struck with the pen- 
sive^ooking sweetness of the female devotees^ 
whose slim figures occasionally peeped forth from 
the ample veils which, as I have already described, 
reach below their waists. 

At La Roca, a gloomy-looking collection of 
some couple of hundred huts dignified with the 
name of a town, and situated in a barren country 
where nothing could be got but prisoner's fare — 
bread and water, we halted from the 10th of Sep- 
tember to the 1st of October, for the purpose of 
further recruiting our strength against the ensuing 
campaign. Here the efibrts of the tailors and 
shoemakers of the place, assisted by those of our 
own artisans, were put in active requisition to re- 
pair our respective wardrobes, since fresh clothes 
were not to be thought of; and by the time this 
was efi^ected we had grown heartily sick both of 
our quarters and of our inactivity. My readers 
will duly estimate the fascinations of this lively 
place when X inform them the houses were, in 
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lieighty from tweWe to sixteen feet ; eontaining no 
glased windows, in place whereof were holes fios- 
tened on occasion by shatters — so that, if a man 
wanted either air or light, he was necessitated to 
give entrance at the same time to a host of pesti- 
ferous insects. The inhabitants are in excellent 
keeping with the character of the place — looking 
as yellow as their lemons and as withered as their 
soil. 

On the Ist of October a party of our regiment, 
including myself, proceeded to Valverde, in Spa- 
nish Estremadura, where we fell in with another 
battalion of it, and had a very pleasant sojourn 
until the 20th instant. This proved quite another- 
guess place from La Roca, being built upon high 
ground, containing good houses and opulent in- 
habitants, and having hitherto been unmolested by 
the presence of any army either of friends or foes. 
Individually, however, I had no great cause to be 
pleased with my reception here, as I was the oc- 
casion of ejecting a priest from his dwelling who 
had occupied it already half a century. My resi- 
dence in Valverde gave me opportunity of ascer- 
taining more fully the character of the higher 
orders of the Spanish people, ^many of whom 
lived therein, and whom I found almost uniformly 
over-rating their own importance. It was easy to 
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distitigiiish the abodes of the ncbUes and dons by 
the escutcheon which, skilfully carved and gaudily 
painted, surmounted the entrance of their palaces. 
I had the honour of being invited to sundry balls 
during my stay, whereat I found the ladies ele- 
gantly dressed, whilst the men still retained the 
short jacket, over which was thrown the eternal 
cloak 1 Thus accoutred, with the addition of an 
old three-cornered hat and a lighted cigar (where- 
with his mouth is rarely unaccommodated) the 
Spanish cavalier cuts a most dirty and negligent 
figure. Their contre^danse displayed considerable 
grace and abundant gesticulation ; but the fandango 
was the established favourite. 

Still a number of my comrades continaed to lie 
in La Roca, whither I made frequent visits, and 
from whence the troops did not break up till the 
end of the year ; and meanwhile I availed myself 
of the opportunities afforded of observing upon 
the customs and manners of the people. I fre- 
quently met in my excursions parties of upwards 
of twenty mules, &c. whereupon whole families 
travelled from one place to another, the ladies 
seated upon pillions highly decorated and softly 
padded, and having leaning places for both i»de 
and back. This train proceeded generally in a 



192 JOURNAL OF 

dow measured pace, consisteiit with the gravity of 
the Spanish character. The little caravan was 
escorted by a guide, and the men belonging to it 
were all provided with arms. Sumpter-mules 
were also in attendance, laden, among other things, 
with cooking utensils — an arrangement orig^ating 
partly in the ostentation of the travellers and partly 
in the real necessity springing from the paucity 
and bad accommodations of the inns, particularly 
in that province. Thus, on arriving towards night 
at any place where none of their connexions are 
established, instead of seeking a house of enter* 
tainment, they pitch their tents in the open air, and 
without repining begin preparations for their even- 
ing meal. Not that there is any lack in Spain of 
the spirit of hospitality ; on the contrary, it is often 
extended to the meanest stranger; but as fire* 
quently does the uncongenial feeling of pride inter* 
fere to prevent its acceptance. 

The method of burying the dead in Spain and 
Portugal may seem strange to many : no coffins 
are used^ nor indeed the customary shroud ; the 
body is carried into the church in an open box or 
chest ; the church is lighted up, and the officiating 
priest pronounces a benedide over the departed. 
In this manner a couple of our hussars were dealt 
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with, whom, in order to secure them any funeral 
rites at all, we were compelled to pass off as having 
been good Catholics. 

In the beginning of November the summer 
heats had relaxed, and rendered the weather, aU 
though still rather too warm at mid-day, agreeable 
enough, particularly in the mornings and evenings. 
The salutary dews, accompanied by a fall of rain, 
made the face of Nature green and verdant, and 
the labourers were hard at work in the fields. But 
before the month had concluded, the Spanish winter 
set in with some degree of severity. The natives 
crept close to their fires ; whilst thick masses of 
cloud obscured the heretofore brilliant azure, and 
damp, chill blasts contributed to depress the men- 
tal as well as bodily energies* This latter incon- 
venience was however soon removed by one or two 
thunder-storms, which were« succeeded by clear 
cheerful weather : the fig-trees and vines had, by 
this time, been deflowered of their leaves,* but the 
oaks, lemon, and orange trees still bloomed in 
undecaying beauty. In December the nights had 
become exceedingly bitter: ice was frequently 
generated an inch thick, but it disappeared on the 
sun gaining his meridian, when his influence was 
still sufficient to tempt the women out of their 

K 
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huts, in order to bask in the welcome warmtk 
whilst they plied their spindles. 

At len^ instrnctions were issued, by virtae 
whereof we were to march from La Roca for the 
northern part of Portogal, which was threatened 
by the enemy. Onr stay at the former place had 
proved efTectaal as to supplying us with the repairs. 
See. necessary for a fresh campaign : and (owing 
more to the coolness of the air than any other 
cause) our horses had likewise benefited greatly. 
The stated numbers of the regiment, however, 
had not, according to anticipation, been filled up. 

Lord Wellington's plan had been, it seems, 
since the battle of Talavera, to proceed in his 
measures without the co-operation of the Spanish 
army, until it should be better organised. He, 
however, would not withdraw his forces from Spain 
until circumstances (fls was now the case) rendered 
such a step incumbent on him, and even then his 
intention was to take such a position on the fron- 
tiers as might enable him at once to defend Portu«* 
gal and continue close to Spain. The army had, 
therefore, in compliance with this view of things, 
lain so long between Merida and Badajos ; bat its 
presence had now become requisite elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER XX, 

The City on Seyen Hills— Quarters at Gaarda—Visit of Lord 
Wellington — Advance of the Enemy— Traits of AfHcan 
Descent in the Portuguese — Efforts of Marshal Beresford-* 
Heterogeneous Composition of a Party of Prisoners — ^Cas- 

' telbon — Its peculiar and picturesque Situation described — 
Proclamation of Marshal Massena, goi-diaant King of Por* 
tugal— -Retaliation— -Spanish Horsewomen— Bombardment of 
Ciudad Rodrlgo— Fuentes d'Onore — MarcadeCahoe and its 
Inhabitants—Position of the several Divisions of the Allied 
Army — Fall of Ciudad Rodrigo— Retreat of General Craw- 
furd — Investment of Almeida. 

I 

Wb marched over a considerable tract of coaDtry, 
passing in soccession several of the best towns in 
Portugal, such as Portalegre, which, like Rome, 
might be called " the city built on seven hills/'— 
Coimbra, celebrated for containing the only uni* 
versity in the kingdom, — and Abrantes, at whicfai 
place nearly the whole of the English army formed 
a junction: and finally arrived at Guarda on the 
llth of January, where a large portion of the 
army (among which was a battalion of our regi* 
m^it) took up its winter quarters. The remainder 

K 2 
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of the English forces were distributed in other 
places in the province of Beira, and the chief 
quarters were established at Viseu. The division 
of General Hill continued, however, to lie upon 
the bank of the Tagos. 

On the 18th of January, Lord Wellington paid 
a visit to Guarda, in order to muster the troops, 
and learn their exact situation. His arrival was 
the signal for the liveliest demonstrations of joy, 
which were expressed in illuminations, ringing of 
bells, &c. During the period of our stay in this 
place, the army was recruited in every possible 
way; in numbers, in spirits, in wealth, and in 
clothing; and it remained here until the middle of 
March. 

Towards the end of February, the enemy showed 
himself before the frontier town of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and in consequence out-posts were esta- 
blished to watch his movements. Meanwhile, 
Portuguese recruits marched constantly through 
Guarda, to join their different corps, and not yet 
being duly equipped, were covered in many in- 
stances with mantles actually of straw, which, 
although destitute of any shapeliness whatever, yet 
served well enough as a shield against the incle* 
mency of the weather. One could easily distill 
guish in these men, speaking generally, their 
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African descent ; as they had thick lips, indented 
foreheads, turn-up noses, and jet-black hair. 

The Portuguese army having, in consequence 
of the indefatigable exertions of Marshal Beres- 
ford, been got into perfect discipline, established 
its junction with the British forces, and occu- 
pied an extended line reaching from the Tagus to 
the Douro. The appointment of English officers 
to the Portuguese troops contributed more than 
any other circumstance to reduce them from a state 
of great disorder to equally conspicuous regu- 
larity. 

On the 17th of > March, 1810, the army was 
once more in motion. Late at night, after a 
march of five leagues across a mountainous coun- 
try, we reached the small town of Castelmande 
close to the frontiers. The fortress of Almeida is 
situated in the immediate vicinity. 

On the 19th inst. the French commenced offen- 
sive operations by an attack upon the only bridge,* 
near St. Felices, (two leagues from Gallegos,) 
across the Agunda. It was occupied by four 
companies of the English ninety-fifth regiment of 
light infantry, whose piquets were established on 
the opposite shore. These outposts were driven 
back over the bridge with the loss of an officer 
and thirteen privates. The remainder of the regi- 
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meni, which had been lying at the village of 
Barba del Paerco, having come up on the follow* 
iog day^ the enemy's party, in number about 600^ 
were in turn repulsed. The hostile forces, indeed, 
were generally speaking impeded in their advance 
upon Ciudad Bodrigo by the inundated state of 
the roads in consequence of the heavy rains which 
fell about this time. On the 30th, our Spanish 
allies who had sent out a reconnoitring party made 
thirty prisoners, the heterogeneous nature of which 
small company was curious enough, as it included 
Frenchmen, Italians, Germans^ and Dutch. 

After a variety of demonstrations on the part 
of the enemy, who showed himself here and there 
and was closely watched in his movements by the 
commanders of the allied army, (whence our re- 
moval from one spot to another was rendered fre- 
quently necessary,) he, on the 25th of May, with-^ 
out having fired a shot against the fortress of 
Ciudad Bodrigo, required its unconditional sur« 
render, and it was plainly to be seen that Lord 
Wellington felt no disposition to risk any thing in 
the defence of that place, as the infantry was suf- 
fered to remain a league in its rear, and only the 
cavalry and mounted artillery retained the neigh- 
bouring position of Gallegos. About this period, 
our regiment received an addition of some 200 
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men, tc^ether with fresh horses, from England, 
My own station during these events was at Castel- 
bon, a place upon the border, and perched as it 
were upon the very loftiest point of these heights. 
Here I remained in uninterrupted tranquillity 
until the middle of June. 

The peculiar situation of Castelbon merits no- 
tice. It might, doubtless, have formerly served 
as a place of imprisonment for political offenders 
or persons suspected by the government. It is 
approached only by one road, extremely narrow,, 
and overhung by precipices which seem every 
moment to threaten the passenger like the sword 
which hung over the head of the friend of Dionysius, 
and upon the points whereof the wild goats are to 
be seen gazing with a look of stupid astonishment 
upon the travellers underneath. The ancient 
castle is in utter ruins; whilst the savage aspect of 
the surrounding country is in thorough keeping 
with its look of desolation. During the rainy 
season, the rocks are visited by brawling cataracts, 
which, forming for themselves rude channels, rush 
with headlong precipitation into the adjoining Coa, 
which, river, with similar impetuosity, forces itself 
upwards through a confined and stony bed. This 
stream, when viewed from the heights, appears 
within gun-shot distance, but a stranger would be 
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surprised on finding the route so circuitous as to 
cause an hour's expenditure in reaching it. The 
underwood springing up through the fissures of 
the rocks is, curiously enough, resorted to by 
flocks of nightingales, whose somewhat pensive 
melody heightens the romantic character of this 
wild region, where even in the month of June, 
after the air has been cleared by a thunder-storm, 
the cold is felt quite severely. 

On the 9th of Jane, the enemy threw a bridge 
of boats over the Aquada, drove back our piquets, 
and to all appearance was disposed seriously ta 
lay siege to Ciudad Rodrigo. Still, however, he 
seemed not to like the vicinity of our army ; and 
the rainy weather contributed, by deluging the 
roads, to check his movements. He was straiten- 
ed also from want of provisions, the due supply 
of which was cut off by parties of the Spaniards. 
At length, the atmosphere grew cloudless, and 
thus, one principal obstacle being removed, upoii 
the 15tb of June, on which day Marshal Massena 
assumed the chief command of the French armv> 
their trenches were opened against the Spanish 
fortress. 

Before Massena had quitted Salamanca, for the 
purpose above-mentioned, he issued a proclama- 
tion wherein he was pleased to style himself King 
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of Portugal, and according to his usual pompous 
way promised that he would, within three months, 
drive the English army into the sea! At the 
same time, he commanded (by virtue of his as- 
sumed sovereignty) that every English officer who 
should be captured bearing commission in the 
Portuguese service, should be forthwith hanged ; 
whereupon Lord Wellington perceived the neces- 
sity of threatening, by way of retaliation, the 
execution of two French officers for every British 
one. 

On the 18th of June I visited Fuentes D'Onore^ 
where was established a branch of the commissa- 
riat department. The flour provided for the 
troops had been imported from America, and the 
Turkish corn, as well as the cattle, from Africa ! 
— from which circumstances the reader may form 
some judgement of the expense entailed by this 
war upon the British nation. Here^ we could 
distinguish plainly enough the noise arising from 
the bombardment of Ciudad Rodrigo, which was 
distant about two leagues. Meanwhile our out- 
posts were constantly skirmishing with the enemy, 
and parties of wounded were daily brought in. 

Lord Wellington had apparently renounced all 
intention of relieving the besieged fortress. In 
fact, the British army was too weak to contend 
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against the hostile force, which on its advance 
towards Portugal was estimated at 110,000 men, 
whilst the allies did not exceed, in numbert 
00,000, whereof, also, the greater part consisted 
of inexperienced Portogaese. In the Spanidi 
corps which, under Creneral Garara, passed abofit 
this time through Fuentes, were several Spanish 
women of rank, who to our no small amusement 
were habited in breeches, and rode astride, like 
the men. 

It is worthy of remark that, in a border-country, 
where it should seem that national differences be- 
tween the adjoining races would be least apparent, 
it is (at any rate in the instance before us) most so. 
The Spanish peasants are a good deal handsomer 
than the Portuguese, and both the one and the 
other wear garments of the coarsest woollen stuff, 
in spite of the beautiful fleeces yielded by their 
sheep. This deficiency is accounted for by the 
imperfection of their method of manufacture — ^the 
spindle universally made use of not furnishing 
those fine threads produced by more elaborate 
machinery. 

On the 25th of June, the besiegers opened a 
fire from forty-six pieces of artillery of the greatest 
calibre ; and although at a distance of two leagues, 
the effects of this fire and of a subsequent e2;plo* 
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sion were so manifest as to awaken me from a very 
comfortable sleep by bringing down the plaster 
from the roof of my apartment. 

On the 27th of June, I was obliged to leav^ 
Fiientes» as a part of oar regiment which had been 
engaged daring the whole of the spring upon 
piquet-daty was removed, in order to recover 
their fatigae, into the rear. Accordingly, we 
marched saccessively to Castelbon, to Frexeda 
aiaross the Coa bridge, and (on the 29th) to Marca 
de Cahoe, (near Celerico,) the inhabitants of 
which wretched-looking place were running aboat 
almost naked. Here and in Minhocal we remain- 
ed until the 5th of Jaly. 

It may not be amiss at this point of my narrative 
to describe the existing circamstances of the allied 
army. — The head-quarters of the commander-in- 
chief were established at Alverca, a large village^ 
one league from Minhocal. The forces were divi- 
ded into five corps, which were distributed as foU 
lows : — one under General Hill lay on the banlcs 
of the Tagus ; a second, commanded by General 
Spencer, was stationed near Celerico ; a third, 
under General Cole, occupied Guarda and its 
neighbourhood ; a fourth, at the head of which 
was General Picton, lay in the vicinity of Pinhel ; 
whilst the remaining division, as an advanced 
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corps, occupied Gallegos, and was commanded by 
General Crawford : to this latter, was attached 
the battalion wherein I served. On the 4th of 
July, General Crawford's division was forced back 
by the enemy, to prevent its interference with his 
designs upon Cindad Rodrigo ; and on this occa- 
sion, a brother-officer of mine particularly distin- 
guished himself, having with his single company 
held at bay thirty French squadrons of cavalry, 
near a bridge over a small river, thereby prevent- 
ing the loss of a body of artillery. 

Meantime, the fortress of Ciudad Rodrigo; 
after an heroic resistance on the part of its gover- 
nor. General Herrasti, and the garrison and in- 
habitants, fell by assault; and its fall rendered 
our situation more critical. Up to the 24th instant. 
General Crawfurd had maintained his position ; 
but on that day the enemy advanced, and forced 
him, with considerable loss, beyond Almeida to 
Carvalhal. In our retreat we demolished the fort 
La Conception, and immediately after, the hostile 
troops invested Almeida. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Precarious Bivoaac at Balge — Advance to Bardiehe — Spirited 
Defence of Almeida— Feint of Lord Wellington— Capitula- 
tion of Almeida — Treachery of Massena— Falling back upon 
the Sierra de Bosaco — Battle of Busaco — Truce— >-View 
from a Hill commanding the Field of Combat — Vicinity of 
the hostile Piquets — General Crawfurd's Advice disregarded 
— Movements consequent upon the foregoing Events — Aban- 
donment of Coimbra — Scenes of Distress in that City, and 
in Leiria, &c. — Execution of tveo Soldiers for Pillage — En- 
trenchments at Torres Vedras described — State of Lisbon 
during the Occupation of these Lines by the Allied Army — 
Quarters at Bel em — Detection of a formidable Conspiracy — 
Activity of Colonel Trant — Desperate Situation of the In- 
vaders — Dilemma of the People of the Country — Festival 
of All Soul's —The Author quits Belem in order to rejoin 
his Regiment— Monastery at Mafra. 

Having sufficiently refreshed itself in theinterim^ 
our battalion resumed its activity on the 25th 
instant, by advancing to the village of Balge, and 
upon its road thither was joined by a division of 
the 16th English light dragoons. At Balge we 
continued up to the 21st of August ; but during 
this interval we could not reckon on remaining un- 
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disturbed from one day to another, bnt passed the 
nights with our knapsacks under our heads, and our 
caps and swords by our side. The inhabitants of 
the place had been ordered to repair to the moun- 
tains — an intimation altogether unnecessary, since 
their flight had, in fact, preceded it. 

In the meanwhile the defence of Almeida ap- 
peared to rival in its obstinacy that of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. Lord Wellington was not, however, on 
(his occasion equally inactive, for on the 21st in- 
stant we found the main army had advanced and 
was close behind us. From Balge we proceeded 
to the village of Bardiehe, before which we en* 
camped. 

Thus posted, the army was stationary until the 
27th, expecting every moment orders for proceed- 
ing to attack the enemy. As it turned out, how- 
ever, this was nothing more than a feint of the 
English general, in order to frustrate a plan of 
Marshal Massena, in pursuance whereof he had 
detached a corps under Jnnot either to penetrate 
into Portugal and intercept Lord Wellington's re- 
treat, or at least to induce him to fall back upon 
Lisbon. By his Lordship's advance this hopeint 
scheme was altogether out-manoeuvred, since the 
French marshal, without loss of time, recalled the 
corps of Junot, 
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Almeida fell, chiefly, as was cuirently stated, 
owing to the pusillanimity of the Portuguese go- 
vernor. Da Costa, and the chief of artillery. Bar- 
reros, against whose united weakness the bravery 
of the English commandant of the garrison. Colo- 
nel Cox, Tainly strove. In fact, the Colonel had 
reason to congratulate himself, under the pressure 
of these adverse circumstances, upon obtaining a 
favourable capitulation, which, however, was not 
fulfilled by Massena, who retained in his hands six 
hundred of the Portuguese militia, contrary to 
stipulation. 

A series of movements followed this event, ac- 
companied by occasional skirmishing, and under* 
taken by the English general for the purpose of 
facilitating his retreat, which was conducted in 
good order until we found ourselves upon the 
Sierra de Busaco, in a position taken up in order 
to cover Coimbra. Our regiment lay towards the 
base of this chain of mountains, and after having 
remained there awhile we received orders to fall 
back half a league, where we passed the night under 
olive-trees. Next momingy howev^, we resumod 
our poisition. 

On the 25th of September the enemy made 
several attacks, early in the monung, upon our 
fight troops, but without any success, being drivea 
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back by Generals Crawfurd aind Pack, without 
considerable loss. But it was not till two days 
after that Massena directed his great efforts towards 
the defeat of the undervalued English army. 
These efforts were principally expended upon the 
wings of the allied force, and were conducted by 
Generals Simon and Graindorge, at the head of 
the 2d and 6th corps of the enemy. The assault 
upon the right wing, which was commanded by 
Major-General Picton, took place at six o'clock in 
the morning. One of the French divisions at- 
tained the summit of the hill, which was occupied by 
the 45th and 88th English and the 8th Portuguese 
regiments^ which succeeded in repulsing their as- 
sailants at the point of the bayonet. Another 
hostile division did not attain the height, but was 
driven back by the 74th English regiment and a 
brigade of Portuguese. The corps whereby the 
left of our army was attacked had been separated 
into three divisions, against which Generals Craw- 
furd and Pack were opposed, who likewise over- 
came their antagonists, hurling them back, as they 
successively advanced, at the head of the 48th, 
54th, and 95th English and 3d Portuguese regi- 
ments. 

Towards afternoon a trace was established for a 
couple of hours, in order to remove the wounded 
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on both sides ; during which my duty led me to 
ascend the utmost ridge of the Sierra, upon which 
a convent is situated, wherein the hapless Queen 
Matilda of Portugal once took up her residence. 
This picturesque spot, which commanded a thorough 
view of the scene of operations^ was now the 
head-quarters of Lord Wellington^ and from it 
the prospect was most interesting — upwards of 
150,000 warriors, of various nations, lying upon 
the sides of the moimtains, just reeking with the 
fatigue of attack or defence, and ready to engage 
again at the appointed signal. So close was the 
^lemy's position to our own, that with the help of 
an ordinary telescope individuals might with ease 
be distinguished upon the opposite heights. The 
French outposts were established so near to the 
foot of our hill that they were within a stone's 
throw : one of them, indeed, was held by General 
Crawfurd td be imprudently contiguous ; and that 
humane general sent by an aid-de-camp to the 
officer commanding it an intimation to that effect : 
but as it was disregarded, no sooner had the truce 
expired, than this piquet was swept away by a dis- 
charge of artillery. 

These offensive operations of the French mar- 
shal cost him very dear ; and the general opinion 
was, that nothing short of insanity could excuse 
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his rashness. He now abandoned all tboiights of 
penetrating at this point ; but it was soon observed, 
that he sent strong parties to occupy the road 
leading from Oporto to Coimbra, hoping, by that 
means, to outflank Lord Wellington. 

In consequence of this demonstration, an of- 
ficer of our regiment was despatched with a bat- 
talion, late in the afternoon, up mountainous by- 
roads, to Colonel Trant, who was commanding Id 
the enyirons of Oporto, directing him to march, 
without loss of time, to the pass of Sardao ; and 
by maintaining that post, prevent the enemy's 
gaining his object. Colonel Trant, however, was 
too late in his expedition, as, on account of an hos- 
tile corps, which held possession of San Pedro do 
Sal, he was forced to take a circuitous route. 

On the evening of the 28th, the whole French 
army broke up, and took the direction of the road 
to our left. Our regiment was instructed to ad* 
vance against him by the way of Annadeo, and 
after a very disagreeable march, partly in total 
darkness, we bivouacked, at ten o'clock, near a 
small village. 

On the following day, our patrols fell in with the 
enemy, and according to orders, we immediately 
fell back two leagues, as far as Mortagao, a place 
lying on the road to Oporto, and through which we 
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bad passed^ iu the spring, on our march to Guarda. 
Here we were joined by the IQtii English dra- 
goons. On the 30th of September, by dawn of 
day, we were attacked by the enemy imder cir- 
comstances which appeared to me peculiarly dis- 
^reeable, as I was aroused from a comfortable 
breakfast. Both regiments drew slowly back, 
keeping up, as they retreated, a running fire. By 
mid-day we had retired several leagues on the 
road to Coimbra ; and, as the enemy had appa* 
rently given over his pursuit, we halted beneath the 
shade of a grove of olives. 

This luxuriant country bad been unexpectodly 
overrun by the hostile forces ; and whilst yet the 
luscious fruits fairly weighed down the boughs <m 
which they hung, the unfortunate inhabitants felt 
themselves compelled to abandon their homes, 
strapping a few valuables upon their backs, and 
leading, by the hand, their terrified children, whose 
down cast, yet inquiring looks, appeared to seek an 
explanation of circumstances which, happily for 
them, they could neither fully understand nor ap- 
preciate. 

The 1st of October, 1810, was an inauspicious 
day for Portugal, whose defenders then perceived 
the necessity of abandoning Coimbra and the Mon-r 
dego, and falling back upon the distant lines near 
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lisboD. Early in the morning I was led by busi- 
ness to the former town, which I found wrapped in 
a state of the utmost consternation. ** The enemy 
is at the gate !" was the perpetual cry : and that 
part of the inhabitants which remained werie se- 
duced, by their fears, into the belief of all manner 
of improbable things. During my stay here, a 
number of wounded, belonging to our regiment, 
were brought in, and conducted to the market-place, 
amidst the shrieks and lamentations of the towns- 
folk. The condition of this city formed indeed, 
altogether, a mournful and striking illustration of 
the miseries of war ! A number of houses were 
left quite open aad unprotected, the rooms con- 
taining abundance of valuable furniture : excepting 
in that part of the town where the military were 
collected, (around whom the citizens all flocked,) 
the silence of death reigned in the streets ; — and 
so great was the universal dread of the French^ 
that invalids were brought to us by their friends, 
who solicited us to take them under our pro- 
tection, as they were fearful of absolute mas- 
sacre. 

Towards ten o'clock, we also quitted this devoted 
city, marching across the bridge over the Mondego, 
whereof the middle arch was immediately after 
demolished. For awhile we pursued our course 
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quietly, and in good order; but the road soon be- 
came so thronged with fugitives, wearied soldiers, 
(belonging to the divisions of infantry which had 
preceded us,) baggage-waggons, laden mules, &c. 
that it became absolutely blocked up. 

Next morning early, our corps, consisting of 
6000 men, proceeded five leagues further back in 
tlie direction of Pombal. Dust and heat increased 
daily in the southern part of the country, but the 
nights were cool — ^nay, even cold. In the course 
of the day, the greater part of the English army 
assembled at Pombal, and encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of that place. The dark night which 
followed was grotesquely illumined by the count- 
less multitude of cooking fires which lighted up 
the country to the extent of several leagues. On 
the following day, the entire army marched within 
two leagues of Leiria, and here the light brigade 
of cavalry, which had crossed the river near 
Coimbra, rejoined us. 

On the 4th inst. I received orders to proceed, 
with a corps of sick and wounded, to Lisbon, 
whilst the light cavabry was appointed to keep the 
enemy at bay, and thereby to favour as much as 
possible the retreat of the British army to its lines 
of entrenchment On arriving at Leiria towards 
mid-day, I found that otherwise pleasant town a 
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prey to all the horrors of war. Instructions had 
been issued to the inhabitants to make their 
escape, which sundry false and exaggerated m* 
monrs caused them to accomplish with inconvenient 
and unnecessary speed. The authors of these re- 
ports were, in most instances, scoundrels who 
took advantage of the unhappy state of circum* 
stances to rifle the houses of the terrified citizens. 
During the disorder attendant on these scenes of 
suffering and atrocity. Lord Wellington arrived; 
and his presence tended at once to assuage the 
tumult. The brigands were several of them ar« 
rested ; and two of the principal culprits, one of 
whom was in the English and the other in the 
Portuguese service, hung upon trees out3ide the 
town, where their bodies were kept until the 
whole of the army had passed, as a warning to the 
rest of the soldiers. The confusion prevailing in 
the streets of Leiria was extraordinary, and pre* 
sented a spectacle of mournful interest. Sugar, 
coffee, and chocolate, and other articles of mer- 
chandize, were strewed lavishly about upon the 
ground, whilst many of the inhabitants of the place 
were still occupied in collecting their most valuable 
property, to rescue it, if possible, from the ene* 
my's hands. On entering one of the houses, I 
found a man whom from his rigid posture and 



AN OFFICBR. 215 

vacant stare, I scarcely imagined to be alive. H« 
made no answer to my salutations, nor conld I get 
him to rise from the chair whereon he sate. I 
passed on to see if there were any other inmates 
<^ this gloomy abode, and discovered in an inner 
apartment a sick persiNi, who was reduced to the 
last state of exhaustion and debility from the com- 
bined effects of illness and want of food, and who 
told me that he had not received so much as a 
draught of water during the last two daysl I 
busied myself to procure some refreshment for 
this neglected wretch, and having in a measure 
succeeded, made inquiries concerning the man 
who evinced such palpable estrangement of mind. 
My surprise ceased when I learnt that he had 
been reduced, by the extortions and depredations 
incidental to the lamentable condition of the coun- 
try, from comparative affluence to utter destitu* 
tion! 

This retreat of the Anglo-Portuguese army from 
Coimbra to the entrenchments was, in truth, at- 
tended with most disastrous circumstances to the 
unfortunate people of the region through which it 
was carried on. Every division of our forces was 
accompanied by a troop at least equally numerous 
of fugitives; and it was quite disgusting to observe 
the alacrity with which our allies pillaged their 
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owD fellow-countrymen. This heterogeneous mass, 
which appeared to be stimulated by a common 
feeling of inexpressible horror at the French, 
comprised rich and poor — men and women — old 
and young — mothers with their infants either led 
by the hand or pendent from their backs. Even 
nuns abandoned their convents ; and, strangers in 
the world around them, vainly sought each some 
protecting friend or relative. As this melancholy 
train approached the capital, the horses and mules 
had most of them become exhausted, and unable 
to proceed further; and it was nooincommon sight 
to perceive a richly-clad lady, with silken slippers, 
wading through the mud of the high road. 

The celebrated lines of Torres Yedras, con- 
structed to cover Lisbon, will ever rank amongst 
the most ingenious and skilful works of the kind. 
On one side they rested upon the Tagus, which 
was occupied by English gun-boats, &c. ; and on 
the other, stretched towards the sea. Art had 
been fairly exhausted in increasing the natural 
strength of this position: the neighbouring heights 
had been rendered inaccessible by means of sun- 
dry excavations: the adjacent roads were cut 
through ; redoubts, sheltered by ditches and pali- 
sades, were constructed — and dams formed where- 
by the country might, be at will overflowed. 
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Nearly 400 pieces of artillery were employed ta 
the defence of this intrencfament, which spread 
orer an extent of ten leagues* Thus was Lisbon^ 
by wise precautions^ converted into an immense 
fortress; and iqion its continued occupation the 
fate of the Peninsula appeared to rest. 

On the 11th of October, I arrired once more at 
the suburb of Belem, which, as well as the capital 
itself, I found mndi more cleanly and less crowd- 
ed than I had expected, considering the numbers 
who flocked hither firom the various abandoned 
towns. The comparative cleanliness was attributaUe 
partly to the heavy rains which had recently fallen, 
and, in a still greater degree, to the salutary regu- 
lations of the English police which had been or- 
ganised here ; and to account for the unexpected 
thinness, it was only necessary to revert to the 
numbers of able-bodied men which had been 
marched off to strengthen the lines, — ^several bat- 
talions of whom had passed me on the road. The 
houses, it is true, were completely filled: but, 
judging from the hosts of fugitives whom I had 
•myself encountered on their way to the metropolis, 
I should have felt no surprise at seeing the streets 
likewise thoroughly beset! But, although great 
misery and privation of every kind attended the 
removal of these unfortunates, yet the fate of those 
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who chose to remain was far more dreadful. Unjfer 
pretence of forcing confessions of hidden treasore, 
the invaders perpetrated the utmost atrocities — the 
extent and diabolical nature of which are actually 
unfitted for description. - Perhaps the most ap- 
palling destiny attended the unoffending inmates 
of the various nunneries, who, abandoned to the 
brutal will of the French soldiery, if they escaped 
with life, generally had to mourn over the irreme- 
diable loss of mental tranquillity. 

Lisbon, however, afforded a safe, asylum for 
these bereaved exiles. Temporary houses of -wood 
were erected ; and public kitchens provided, where 
immense quantities of food were cooked and distri- 
buted gratis. To meet the expense of these hu- 
mane arrangements, the British government had 
appropriated. the sum of £100,000; and the Eng- 
lish nation, ever forward in acts of generosity, 
raised, to its immortal honour, a similar sum by 
subscription. 

Various business connected with my professional 
duties detained me at Belem above five weeks. 
Here I was excellently lodged, and fared sump- 
tuously every day. The windows of my apartment 
overlooked the majestic Tagus, upon whose bosom 
thousands of vessels glanced to and fro, including 
many large English and Portuguese ships of war 
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and transports. My hotel was sei'ved d VAnglaise^ 
with the addition of the choicest wines and fruits 
indigenous to the country. This change of circum- 
stances was the more agreeable, and more sensibly 
felt, when I recollected (as I could not fail to do) 
the hard quarters I had recently to put up with, — ^an 
olive-tree often serving for my canopy, around the 
trunk whereof innumerable insects and reptiles en- 
sconced themselves as fellow-lodgers, — and my 
cheerless meal being hastily swallowed 'upon the 
ground, plentifully mingled with dust. As a proof 
how thoroughly the Portuguese capital was at this 
time Anglicised, I may add that, on visiting the 
Opera one night, I found the ballet to consist of part 
of the adventures of Captain Cook, and his death, 
among the barbarians. The corps-de-ballet had 
little trouble, indeed, in representing the Otaheitan 
rufSans, for nothing could possibly be more savage 
than their appearance-*except their dandng. 

Shortly before the full establishment of the allied 
forces in the lines at Torres Vedras, a dangerous 
conspiracy had been fortunately detected by the 
vigilance of Marshal Beresford. Its object was, 
in fact, no less than to set fire to the English fleet 
on the Tagus, and to take advantage of the sur- 
prise resulting therefrom, to betray the British 
army, by attacking it in the rear, whilst Massena 

l2 
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Aonld advance in front. Fire-shipe^ destined for 
the prosecution of this infernal SGheme, were dis- 
covered upon the river, whilst a vast depot of arms 
and equipments was seized in lisbon. The con- 
federates in this hopeful plot were^ as may be sap- 
posed, numerous; upon its detection, they were 
arrested and sent out of Lisbon ; and, during the 
remainder of my stay, I heard of no other instances 
of treachery. Meanwhile, in despite of their dou- 
ble hostility, both open and concealed, Lord Wel- 
lington firmly maintained his post, and seemed, 
indeed, as immovable as the hills which contributed 
to defend it. 

That Coimbra would &I1 into the enemy's hands 
immediately after its abandonment by the allies 
was self-evident; but it could not so easily have 
been foreseen that Colonel Trant should advance 
upon the town vrith scarcely any delay, overthrow 
the French garrison, take possession of the bridge 
leading across the Mondego, and thus cut off all 
communication with tiie enemy's main army. 

This latter was, indeed, itself situated in very 
straitened circumstances. Marshal Massena had, 
in his advance into Portugal, calculated upon 
shortly becoming master of Lisbon, particularly as 
he had established an understanding in that city. 
He did not contemplate the wasted condition to 
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which the eooutr; had been BystematicBtly reduced, 
and therefore vas careless of providing large stores. 
The impregnable strength of the intieQchmeDtt 
before lisbon was, likewise, luumticipated hy him; 
aad the communication with both France and Spain 
being cut off by bands of Portoguese gaerillas, the 
French aimy perceived itself to be in a Very dis- 
agreeable sitoation. The Marshal complained most 
' bitterly of the spoliation of the country, which be 
termed a specimen of Indian, and not of civilized 
warfare ; and he commanded the iohabKants,* on 
pain of death, to return to their dwellings. The 
English reconnoitring parties, under the command 
of General Miller and Colonel Trant, frequently 
broaght in a nomba of the enemy's foragers. 
Numerous deserters, likewise, came over to our 
outposts, averring that they were on the point of 
starvation ; and to these poor fellows was g^ven a 
portion of Turkish com, which they broke between 
two stones, and having baked it in a pan, greedily 
devoured, 

* These poor people were driven into a dUeaiDM, wUcb 
would be Indicroiu, were not tbe lubject io graTe, The Foiv 
tugueie goTenment, backed by the aothari^ of the BritUh 
comnuuidei-iil-cbief, directed them to abandon their homes ; 
whilst the Fiench leader eigoined tbem to cootinae therein 
nnder the moat frightful penalties, which compliaBce (1 am 
mutj to «v) "■> ^"^ alwaja eaectaal !■ antting. 



/ 
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The festival of All Souls (Nov. 2d), I attended 
high mass in the royal chapel^ situated upon the 
highest point of Buenos Ayres, of which eminence 
the reader will find some description ifi pages 
128-9. The ceremony was performed, on this 
occasion, by the patriarch himself, in character of 
prime dignitary of the Portuguese clergy. The 
chapel is not of large dimensions, but decorated 
with great splendour. The altars are adorned 
most magnificently, and the organ-pipes are of 
silver ; the orchestra, which acconjpanied this 
grand mass with both vocal and instrumental music, 
included, among the choir, a profusion of priests 
and castrati. The music was excellent ; but the 
last-mentioned unhappy creatures, although their 
science and taste were indisputable, all wore upon 
their countenances an air of the deepest de- 
jection. 

On the 16th of November, I once more quitted 
this peaceful sort of life for the more glorious but 
at the same time less convenient duties of military 
service, marching about five leagues to Mafra, to 
which place the road is paved with basaltes. Here * 
is a very noble monastery erected in consequence 
of a vow made by one of the Portuguese monarchs, 
who had, during a fit of illness, sworn that he 
would convert the poorest monastery in the country 
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into the richest. The place itself is unimportant, 
and lies on the sea-shore ; but the religious esta- 
blishment in question is abundantly worth the ob- 
servation of a stranger. It is situated upon a 
Jheight, and comprises, within one large square, a 
diurch, a convent, and a palace. The roof of these 
buildings is flat ; and it was said, that Marshal 
Junot, during his occupation of the place, mustered 
several thousand of his troops thereupon. The in- 
terior of the church is of the finest marble, but there 
is a deficiency of light. Upon its walls are a va- 
riety of picture^ by the most celebrated masters ; 
but all these adornments were insufficient to pre- 
serve it from the rude appropriatioti of the military, 
from whom (particularly from the cavalry, who sta- 
bled their horses in different parts of the building) 
it sustained much damage. On the 18th I reached, 
after a tedious journey over muddy roads, the 
intrenchment at Torres Yedras, where I had 
expected to find my regiment, but was disap- 
pointed. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

BreakiBg-Qp and fetreat of Marshal Massena from before the 
Lilies of Torres Yedras— 01>Tioas Causes of this MoTemeiit-^ 
Ckmsequeat Advance of Lord WelliiigtMi — AleaqQer-— De* 
Tastatioas eoBBitted thereiB dttriBg its- Occvpatfoa by Uw 
French — Road to Cartaxo — Portuguese ReUgUmes in the 
Train of the allied Anny^Violation of the Graves — French 
Deserters — Christmas Dinner— Melancholy AgricQltaml 
Prospect— Caldas — Mlstako of the MarkctpPeople -— 
tvlphoreees Springs— Bie Mayer. 

On the Ifith of the same moatby Massena had 
retired from befiore Lord W^i^pton's intrench- 
menty and proceeded to SuttareiB. The difficulties 
which swrrounded him, from want of provision, 
sickDess among his tro^qM, and other adventitioQs 
causes^ compelled him to take this measm^e. On 
the discovery of the French MarshaVs retrograde 
movement, Lord Wellington, without loss of time, 
commenced a pursuit ; and that same day the ad- 
vanced guard of the allies entered Alenquer, which 
had been the enemy's head-quarters. Hence it was, 
that oiwarriving at the lines, I found them partly 
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Vacated, and our regim^Dt, amongst others, on the 
advance. 

Aleoq^er, it W9S obvious, had been a pretty 
place, and situated in a fruitful country ; but its 
spoliation during the period it was occupied by the 
Frepch troops was dreadful in the extreme. It is 
scarcely to be expected that habits of cleanliness 
should obtain amongst a mass of rude soldiery ; 
but really the French carried the contrary principle 
to an unexamfded extent The pollution of the 
houses at Alenquer was unnameaUe, almost in- 
conceivable, and the destruction of the furniture 
altogether wanton— it is true^ there was no great 
deal of this to destroy, for the Portuguese are not 
upt to overburthen their rooms with luxuries oi 
even comforts 4 but it should seem that, for the 
sake of their own convenience, what accommo^- 
dations they found should have been pres^ved by 
the invaders. 

On the 21st I pursued my course towards Car^ 
laxo, the road to which place was abundantly 
strewn with the carcases of horses, oxen, &c. 
mingled every here and there with dead bodies of 
the ^nemy. At Cartaxo, Lord Wellington had 
fixed his head-quarters, and it was consequently no 
easy matter to obtain lodgment*^the rather as the 
French had practked here the same Vandalic sj$^ 

L 3 
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tern which I have hinted at in speaking of Alen- 
qner. From Cartaxo^ a distance of four leagues 
further enabled me to come up with the army, th^ 
left wing of which was actually engaged with the 
enemy, and from the adjacent high hills the scene 
of action was commanded, and both armies lay in 
full view. Towards afternoon^ the firing ceased. - 

It was curious to observe the jiumber of nuns, 
and other women of the country, who followed iti 
the train of our army-r-thus violating that kind of 
reserve, and in fact (as relates to the former) that so- 
lemn oath which prohibited them from such contact. 
The monks, too, no longer revelling in the posses- 
sion of rich acres and rosy wine, trailed along ti* 
midly and despondingly, as if hopeless of the least 
tranquillity except in the boisterous companionship 
of a large army. 

The 16th of December, I marched with a party 
of the regiment from St. Joan de Ribeira, two 
leagues to Rio Mayor. The French, in their re- 
treat, (whether actuated by vexation or in the mere 
spirit of wantonness, I know not,) had committed 
a thousand enormities unheard of in civilized war- 
fare. Eyen the graves of the dead were not held 
sacred ; and the bodies which had been quietly and 
hopefully committed to them, were exhumated and 
left to infest the surrounding atmosphere with their 
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pisstilential efBuvia. Hence, we were frequently 
obliged, from motives of security, to halt, and seek 
the breeze stimulated by a clump of trees, until 
the space before us had been cleared from heaps 
of these pernicious objects. Occasionally, encou- 
. raged by our presence, some of the inhabitants of 
the several villages returned to their abandoned 
dwelling-places^ but fled again, with loud and des- 
perate outcries, on perceiving the desolation and 
horror which had been introduced in and about their 
household asylums. The vintage and olive-harvest 
were altogether neglected. The fruits rotted 
upon the trees, or lay underneath in putrid masses. 
Many deserters almost daily came in from the 
enemy's camp, so gaunt, emaciated, and wo-be- 
gone, that they scarcely retained the semblance of 
human beings — and telling a tale of distress and 
.privation most a£Bicting to the compassionate 
'hearer. 

Thus did Massena, with his ruined and ghastly 
-crew, continue^ like a demon, to infest the coun- 
try which his presence had blasted ; and having 
•taken up a strong position near Santarem, was suf- 
fered gradually to exhaust himself in its retention. 
From the haughty assailant, he had been reduced 
to. the apprehensive fugitive; and in the hopes of 
receiving a reinforcement of troops and provisions 
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from Spam, oontrired to keep Ut ground till tfe 
beginnuig of Marck These hopes, however, were, 
as the event proved, faUaciona^ for his lines weie 
oompletoly environed by hostile parties of the 
aUies, who, hovering round his position, effectoally 
cat off all commnnication. On the other hand, 
the open country beUnd sapplied ns plentifnlty 
with every necessary, and the returning spring 
brought fresh troops from England, and revived, 
not only the face ot Nature, bat the health and 
spirits of oar men. 

On the preceding Christmas-day, a festival was 
given by Uie commanding-officer of oar regiment 
which somewhat reminded me of the nii^tials of a 
Saxon peasant; inasmach, as every gnest was re- 
quired to bring, not only himself, but the chair he 
was to sit on, the plate he was to eat from, and the 
^loon which was to convey the soup into hia mouth. 
Even with these iuconveniences, however, since 
there really was good cheer, our lot was compara- 
tively excellent — many of the unfortonato country- 
people being altogether destitute of food, and in 
some instances, compelled by hard necessity to re- 
sort even to the grass of the field for insufficient 
and unwholesome nourishment. 

Strict orders were issued carefully to preserve 
the wine-presses, which would have been ijcre* 
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fiaceMe if lost : the agricultoral prospects for tbe 
ensuing year were, io iact» altogether moamful to 
a degree; for, under existing circumstances, no 
att^[ition could be paid to the cultivation of the 
necessary crops. 

On the 16th of January, 1811, I accompanied 
a division of my regiment, together with one of 
the 16th light dragoons, to Caldas. The road led 
us partly across barren hills and morasses towards 
the sea-shore. Upon our arrival in Uie afternoon, 
we found, in the market-place, a crowd of venders 
of fruit and bread. These people, upon our ap- 
proach, mistaking us for French troops, took pre- 
cipitate flight, abandoning their baskets to our 
mercy* They soon however were undeceived, 
and lost no time in returning to claim compensa- 
tion for their articles; and so prodigious was their 
complaisance, that they scrupled neither to wel- 
come us into the deserted houses (wherein them- 
selves were interlopers) nor to assist us in breaking 
open such as had been secured. The fugitives 
had left behind the greater part of their furniture^ 
which, as the place had not fallen into the enemy's 
hands, was in tolerable plight: indeed, it was this 
circumstance which had occasioned our present 
▼isit, since it was most desirable that any place 
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wbkh .had hitherto escaped should be kept fi^ 
from the spoliation of the enemy. 

Caldas is remarkable on account of its sulphure- 
ous springs, which are numerous and powerful. 
Over them is constructed a handsome bathing- 
house, wherein four baths are included, close to 
the springs, and hence the vapour is condensed 
*and retained. These medicinal baths have, in 
fact, wholly constituted the prosperity of the town^ 
and occasioned the erection of many elegant 
houses, and also of a royal palace, with an exten- 
sive park in which are several ponds filled with 
gold and silver fish. In a saloon adjoining ibe 
baths, and^ appropriated to the company as a pro- 
menade, is represented, (by way, I suppose, of 
exciting lively and agreeable ideas in the minds of 
the invalids,) an autO'da-fi in all its ingenious and 
amusing details, the figures of the size of life. 
CUose by is a chapel, — ^its entrance ornamented 
with a choice collection of crutches, respectively 
dq>osited by cripples who had recovered the use of 
their limbs from bathing in the waters of Caldas. 

In this place we continued until the beginning 
of February, on the 4th day of which Ve experi- 
enced a smart shock of an earthquake, which at a 
distance of about four leagues^ at Penicho, (whose 



AN OFFICER. ^2Bl 

tttaetion is semi-insular,) was felt very severely 
indeed. Our patrols extended their reconnois- 
lance as far as a large monastery in the neighbour- 
hood of Caldas which had been wantonly fired by 
order of Massena; and the Catholic Frenchmen 
bad, in indecent mockery^ ranged the various 
images belonging to the church as sentries around 
its ruins ! 

On the 8th inst. the division of the legion re- 
turned to Rio Mayor, leaving the English detach- 
ment alone in Caldas, as it was thought quite 
sufficient for the exclusion of the enemy's fora^g 
parties. I found my former quarters at Rio 
Mayor in very bad condition; a strong corps of 
French, under Junot, having the day before made 
a sudden inroad, and after committing every pos- 
sible species of devastation, retired again. Tim 
irruption had been undertaken in order to pene- 
trate to the neighbouring salt-works, and was pro- 
ductive to Marshal Junot of a wound in his nose, 
which was perforated by a ball from one of our 
hussars. 

For several successive nights, fliese interruptions 
were repeated, but without any particular efiect. 
At length they ceased ; and meanwhile^ prisoners 
and deserters came in more numerously Uian ever, 
Massena had succeeded in obtaining a reinforce- 
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meot ; bat this, instead of readering his conditioo 
better, only served (from the scarcity of provisions) 
to make it worse. About the middle of Febru- 
ary, the croaking of the frog^ announoed the ap- 
proach of spring: the fruit-trees began to blossom, 
and, had it not been for that constitutional list- 
lessness peculiar to the Portuguese, their circum- 
stances might hereby have been much amelio- 
rated. 

Our stay in Rio Mayor extended to Ae early 
part of March, when Massena broke up from his 
position, and resumed his retreat. It had been 
latterly with him as with a dying man :— almost 
every hour appeared to produce a diminution of 
strength. On his departure, our regiment re- 
ceived orders to hold itself in constant readiness 
for pursuit 
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CHAPTER XXni. 

Final Retreat of Maasena commenced— Pursuit of the AlKes-^ 
Exiiavstion of both Armies— -Fresh Atrocities of tiie Enemy 
— ^< The Twelve Apostles " — Varions Skirmishing — Accom- 
modations for the Wounded— Intimatk)n of Lord Wellington 
to the French Commander— Battle of Fuentes d'Onore— 
Story of the two Sanchez — Personal Activity of the British 
General-in-Chief— Good Education for Catholic Children— 
The Author joins a Regiment of Infantry, attached to thfl 
Sontbera Caiy$ WArmie — Orders to return to England. 

On the night between the 5th and 6th of March, 
finally commenced the retreat of Marshal Massena, 
with his army, from the Portuguese territory. Omr 
troops pursued him at his very heels into the heart 
of Spain — accomplishing a distance of seventy-five 
leagues in twenty-eight days^ which, for so great 
a body of men, was bo slight exertion, particularly 
as we were frequently obliged to halt, in order to 
await the arrival of provisions. Hence, the forces 
were occasionally reduced to the very e&tremity of 
fatigue : and the exhaustion of the enemy might be 
inferred from our own, with the addition on his 
part of absence of supplies. In the course of this 
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march, we were continually victors, wheneyer en* 
gaged; and these affairs recurred pretty often, 
from the desire of Uie enemy to keep us at bay. 

The retreat of the French .was attended with 
every atrocity which the mind can conceive. Smo- 
king villages, wasted fields, dilapidated towns, con- 
spired alternately to attest their rage, disappoint- 
ment, and fiendish barbarity. Nor were these 
ravages confined to inanimate objects. Slaughter 
as well as fire was enlisted into his service by the 
fugitive soi'disant king of Portugal. Youth and 
age were found lying together wounded in ditches, 
or upon the high road; and mingling their cries 
with those of the sick enemy, who had been aban- 
doned to their fate. Herds of unofiending beasts 
were included in the work of destruction, and 
dogged the paths, mixing their death-groans with 
the sighs of their human fellow-sufferers, whom the 
diabolical foe, haying, in many instances, stricken 
to the earth, had plundered of their garments, and 
left exposed to nakedness as well as suffering. An 
eye-witness of the barbarities perpetrated in San* 
tarem, during its occupation by Massena, assured 
me as a fact, among other instances, that the sol- 
diers had strung up twelve old men, in the cloisters 
of one of the monasteries, to represent, as they 
said, the twelve apostles! They stuck human 
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heads upon poles^ as marks to shoot at ; and the 
fate of nine unfortunate nuns, who fell into the 
power of these monsters^ is really too horrible to 
contemplate. 

On the 7th of March, we broke up from our bi- 
vouac, and marched over bad roads four leagues to 
Torres Novas. In front of a village, which had been 
burned by the French, we found a suckling infant, 
in a basket lying near the road, beside a fire which 
had probably been lighted by the enemy. 

As our march proceeded, the instances which I 
have already detailed of the enemy's cruelty were 
manifested afiresh at almost every step. The town of 
Leiria, which had suffered immensely, was burning 
through the space of eleven days ; and in all quar- 
ters were groups of butchered or mangled brutes ; 
gome with their heads twisted backwards^ others 
hamstrung, or mutilated in various ways. 

Early on the morning of the llth instant, our 
advanced guard, which had been reinforced by 
several corps of heavy cavalry as^ well as some 
infantry reginients, broke up for the purpose of 
attacking the enemy, who had posted himself se- 
curely at Pombal. The road being dry and good, 
our horse-troops and artillery set forward at a brisk 
trot^ and the foot-soldiers in quick march. To fa- 
cilitate the progress of the latter, their knapsacks 
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were entnuted to the charge of the heavy dm* 
goons. At this rate did we journey along the higii 
road leading from Lisbon to Oporto, above a 
league, and the very earth seemed to vibrate under 
.the multitudinous tramp of the warriors. In the 
afternoon, we arrived at Pomhal, where we found 
the enemy, to the number of about 20,000, drawn 
up in battle array. They had fortified the old 
castle, in hopes of retaining the place^ but to little 
purpose, as they were speedily forced ficom it 
Towards evening, we bivouacked on thb side the 
town, whilst the French occupied the other ; and 
the respective watch-fires were so close, that, at a 
small distance, they speared as if actually con- 
founded together. 

On the 12th instant, we resumed our marcfat, 
passing through the town, which presented the 
effects of an almost universal conflagration ; and 
beyond, at the gorge of a narrow defile, in the 
direction of Bedinha, the French corps was planted 
upon a height. Here' they were attacked by Lord 
Wellington himself, and dislodged : the cannona- 
ding was kept up for several hours. The light 
cavalry was to have pursued the foe; but, in c<»i- 
sequence .of there being only one bridge, and that 
very narrow, across the river Redinba, this plan 
was necessarily abandoned. We, therefore, retired 
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a little, and took up our quarters for the night in 
the vicinity of Condeixa, whither we marched on 
the following day, and which we found, in com- 
mon with the other towns on onr route, blazing 
and deserted. Behind this plaae the enemy Imd 
selected a very strong position, from which, on 
account of the burning state of the town, he could 
not be easily removed. A division of infantry, 
however, under General Picton, succeeded in 
turning his left flank and ultimately in dislod^g 
Urn. 

On &e 14th of March, the fire in Gondeixa 
having subsided, and the enemy completely aban-* 
doned the place, we entered it The French 
General seems to have intended, by defending this 
post so strongly, to secure his retreat to Coimbra ; 
but, owing to the activity and good conduct of the 
Portuguese militia by whom Coimbra was garri* 
Boned, and who had blown up the middle arch of 
the bridge and fortified the place, — together with 
flie rapid advance of Lord Wellington,—- this de- 
sign was altogether frustrated, and the upper part 
of the province of Beira consequently rescued 
from hostile fire and swords We pursued our 
course to the Ponto de Murcella, where the enemy 
again presented himself; the mountainous region 
yielding him considerable advantage, it behoved 
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the allied generals to attack him in greater forcej 
and he was successively driven, though in good 
order, from one height to another. As night ap- 
proached we bivouacked not far from the Ponto 
de Murcella, and found ourselves, on account of 
the cold, obliged to set fire to the olive-trees which 
surrounded us. 

On the 15th we commenced our march, at mid- 
day, and passed over several high hills to the 
little town of Miranda de Corvo. The road was 
actually clogged vdth various articles, (including 
coaches, waggons, &c.) which the enemy, in his 
quick retreat, had found it impossible to carry off. 
In addition to these incumbrances, others of a far 
more melancholy character were not wanting^ — 
numerous dead and dying, both of friendly Por- 
tuguese, and of foes, lining the pathway. On 
the 16th^ we once more came up with the enemy, 
who had collected almost his whole force near the 
river Ceira, where he was attacked by several 
divisions of our infantry. The brigade with which 
I was had been posted upon a height, and re- 
mained peaceful spectators, as the cavalry could 
not of course be used in so mountainous a country. 
The firing continued till late in the night, when 
the French were compelled to retreat in the great- 
est disorder. We bivouacked close to the field of 
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battle, in a forest, daring very heavy rain and in 
utter darkness, which indeed was so dense as to 
occasion abundant accidents, though not, gene- 
rally speaking, of a very serious nature. Many 
ludicrous scenes, in fact, occurred, on the men 
seeking each an unoccupied tree under which to 
ensconce himself; and midnight had long passed be- 
fore any thing like silence or repose was obtained. 

Next day a thick fog followed the heavy rain, 
and prevented the army from making progress 
until afternoon, as it was impossible sooner to dis- 
cover which direction the enemy had taken. We 
then proceeded across the .field of battle to the 
narrow pass through which the enemy had been 
driven, and found the bridge of Ceira blown up, 
and that river so swoln by the rains as to be scarcely 
fordable. 

On the 18th instant we broke up at ten o'clock 
a. m. and proceeded a league, to the bridge of 
Murcella, which crosses the Elva. Here our batta- 
lion came up with the main army, which was col- 
lected upon a hill this side the bridge, whence the 
enemy were perceptible on the other side, with- 
drawing themselves. It was, however, impracti- 
cable to pursue them closely, as the bridge itself 
was strongly held, as was likewise the long defile 
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adjacent We were therefore compelled to remaio 
and qniesoently nitness his retreat. 

On the 19th, before day-break, we commenced 
onr march, in order to arrive in good time at the 
river Elva, the bridge over which having been de- 
gtroyedy a temporary wooden one had been con* 
stracted for the use of the infantry, whilst the 
oavahry and artillery were obliged to ford the 
stream. When onr brigade had effected its pas- 
sage, it waited until a sufBcient number of infantry 
had crossed, and then continuing its march, made 
upwards of six hundred prisoners. 

During the whole of this march every possible 
care and precaution was taken by the English an- 
thorities and Commander-in-Chief respecting ac* 
commodations for the sick and wounded. To each 
division was attached a certain number of covered 
cars so contrived as to admit of about twelve men 
each, and, as they hung upon springs, the invalids 
were secured from jarring motion as well as frcnn 
wet: — upon these abominable roads, it is true, 
there was always some chance of an overthrow — 
and, instead of two horses, which would have suf» 
ficed upon a decent highway, eight were absolute^ 
necessary for every car. 
On the 21st instant we met, on our way, with 






lh» buflhds vtei^ hd^ ii«u^ expoatd to the^ ionimMt 
hazard of death from psiratloii aiid aold^ QetenS 
others werd l]^fig scatteved Anooiid quite dead> abd 
who had probably beea deapaM^ed by the cluba of 
admie eiratic parties of Fortagiiase. i piiociiied 
this poor felldw soni^ articles of clolhing (of Yfkieh 
he had been enlkely snipped) and had hiaei oon* 
t^fed into one of the dttrs, fbr whioh aet of sei^ 
vice I received the warmest acknowledgments. 

At length we arrived at €oinibm> which we 
found in a very mouroM and desolate state, and 
here I remained three days, at the eitpin^oa of 
which I proceeded with my par>ty, and oame to 
a viUage m the neighbourhood of PcHite de K«r- 
coSa^ where, however, not a single human hting 
was to be met with, and where I took a^ my^ 
qoartevB in a half-burnt house. Of dead bodi^ 
there were plenty, as the air, for a oonsidemble 
spaee round ri>out, hoire ample te^mony. 

At Penaaees, the de0ds cf darkness and spe« 
Kalion which had thus (hr marked the enemy V 
retlreat were terminated; as Lord Wellington had 
ftgttified to ^e French Commandery that if any- 
fbrther devastation or firing either of tow.n or viU 
lage should be practised, he would no longer iatx^r* 
pose his aattiority and {Upoteetion between dsie 
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Freneh prisoners and the enraged Portuguese. Id 
consequence of this, the houses, at any rate, had 
been left standing in Penances. 

On the 30th instant, we arrived at Celerico 
where Lord Wellington had his head-quarters* 
The English army was here collected in order to^ 
force the enemy from his strong position near 
Gnarda, which however he abandoned without a 
struggle and retreated upon Sabugal, on the shore 
of the Coa. 

The course of the campaign led us to Guinaldo, 
where we remained in security until the 2d of 
May, on which day we broke up, as the whole al- 
lied army was fast concentrating itself and we an- 
ticipated a battle. Early in the morning, sundry 
Spanish fugitives arrived in our camp, retK>rtii^ 
the advance of the enemy from Rodrigo, in con- 
siderable force, whereupon we retired upon Espaja. 
Lord Wellington, however, in full expectation of 
a favourable result, left a squadron behind in Gui- 
naldo, which subsequently, in conjunction with 
the light Spanish cavalry, commanded by Don 
Julian Sanchez, rendered great service by annoy- 
ing the rear of the hostile force. We marched to 
Espaja by circuitous routes, not knowing but the 
French might be preceding us, and when, in the 
dusk of evening, we arrived near that place, a 
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party, with an officer at its liead, was despatched 
to ascertain this fact, the reality of which was con- 
firmed by their report. We therefore turned into 
the road leading to Faentes D'Onore, where w6 
arrived at midnight. In this place, we found a 
number of light infantry, and bivouacked upon 
ploughed ground. After a few hours rest we put 
ourselves again in motion, and joined some other 
cavahry re^ments at Espaja^ which we reached by 
crossing a plain, and where these regiments were 
already engaged with the enemy, whilst the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, from a height occupied by him 
and overlooking the scene of action, saw the ad- 
vance of the main French army across the small 
river Azava, a circumstance which was announced 
to the troops by loud signals. 

His Lordship having obtained the object he had 
in view, the army returned to Fuentes, before 
which place the light infantry was drawn up in battle 
array ; but they being opposed by a very superior 
force were obliged to give way and retreat. The 
enemy thus possessed himself of Fuentes, which 
however he was not able to maintain, as a Scottish 
re^ment, which had been sent to the support of 
the infantry, retook it % storm, and in their pos- 
session it remained the following night. 

On the 4th instant^ which was the first day of 
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ihe kftMe of Ftenlei IXOmhi^ ioiMely Ii«4 
momiof dftwaed wlnw Mr ctorofeiers i^oit thf 
•teay g^NNitid w«i« ktecraptod by « lieavy &j»g» 
vhicb arose from the oMoty nmkiog MOthof dM* 
perate attook upoA that town, wheioby oif iafimlfy 
woro forced, tboogh but lor a few brief mopwnito^ 
to evacuate the placoi la tke coarse of ^ dajTi 
this assault was renewed^ wilih aiO bettor a m ^ c oflis ; 
immeDse losa^ howover« easned oo both ttdoa» 
Towards aooii« the firo slackened agaust «a» ki 
the centre, and was directed upon the vigtrt wiaip^ 
whither, in coQsequeace» onr Ugbt darabry, lot. 
gether with the mounted aitiUezy, receiyed ordam 
to ropak. The 16th dragoon ceghnest wifk the 
hussar r^ment of the legion were posted oloae to 
Novo D'Avare ; here the hostiite cavaUy irem m 
near, that we could plaitiiy observe their move- 
men^ ; but as they seemed perfectiy quiet, I joii^ 
od some of my comrades m making pfopan^na 
for cooking, as we had hardly touched: a moivd 
ditringtbe last two daya. The outposts hmng 
been duly statiotiod, we bifouaeked under oaktBoaa 
upon fj^agrant.graAs ; but day had imt yet q»pearad 
when the signal for rising WAa gi^en» and die Iwio 
li^t cavalry bingades wens immediately dmwn Vf 
and marched agpnat the enemy'a oavairy>**^tlie 
right wing of whftdi was coivndenbly tnoceased in 
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ivUMiiDal »(»tn|rtk On gtitimg As vpponto dMHit 
of the petty river Dun Cmmip (wlwie tbm hoilili 
•andrjr was ported^) our troops ImAM^ awl our 
iigiawjnt ftod a s^nadlwi of the 10di i««m direeteJI 
to })roee0d ta attack* It was bare iNcrd voirk fof 
HiafaoriBB ta scale tbs steep helgilSy aad whan 
tkay kad sMoeoded ia doiag so» a amrderoiis 
oattffiot was tnomeaoid*--^kt wUok the 16th» having 
roaebed tb6 point father earlm* than the rest, took 
ttm largest share. It was vaiA, kowever ^ to eon** 
tmd against greatly superior Ibcoe, and it was at 
length found seoessary to fail baak upon the oentro 
of the main army at f^ieates, which moveaieAt 
was aceoaaplished in the best possible order» 

laiiaedtately after, the eaeaty fell apon our 
iBfimtry, but were met with such an efibetive fira 
by the English sharpshooters and the Bniaswicken> 
(aiio had' lain concealed)) that they retreated with 
precipitate haste and in great eonfnsion. Not 
satisfied, however, wiA these aaocessive attempts, 
dn f^reach made anodier and a most desperate 
one from their centre open Fuentes lyOnore^ 
which bsted several komis. Many of our brav« 
£sIlowa were bewh down every, minate, aad ibe 
wounded wens immaduitely boroe to a hillock ia 
Iha rear whkh was defended by a brigade of l%ht 
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eaYalry, and where all the medical staff" attached 
to the anny waa accumulated. 

These attacks^ indeed^ contmnedj, with vexy 
Htde intennission^ until late in the afternoon; 
yarying in their severity from one wing to the 
other, hnt aimed more partieolariy against Fnen* 
tes. I was despatched,, towards evening,, to Ca»^ 
tlebomb, nearly a league from the field of battle, 
where with gpreat difficulty shelter could be found 
for the wounded officers,, the French having left 
the usual devastating marks of their presence. 
The lower part of the houses were turned into 
stables. Amongst others who were conducted 
here, was an English officer of the 16th dragoons, 
who assured me (his wound thoroughly corroborating 
bis. assertion) that from the place where he had 
received his. hurt for upwards of a mile he had 
carried on horseback, in the upper part of his 
thigh, the shot of a three-pounder, not being able 
sooner to meet with a surgeon capable of extract- 
ing it! This unfortunate gentleman, however, 
died the following day, ahnost while in the act of 
undergoing the necessary amputation* Another, 
who was less severely wounded, was brother to 
the celebrated Spanish general,. Don Julian San- 
chez. Both of these brothers had sworn etenud 
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hatred and vengeance against the French^ by ' 
i^hose instrumentality they had lost their parents 
and their sister. Not long before^ the one who 
was here wounded^ had with a party of Gaerillas 
been to his father's house; {md found quartered 
there a French Colonel, who had been accessory 
to the murder of his relations. Upon this man, 
Sancheas of course took dire vengeance, sfter re- 
proaching him in no measured terms with his un- 
manly atrocity. 

On the following day, I heard a curious instance 
df Lord Wellington's personal activity. On the 
day after the principal conflict at Fuentes, 
he received information that Marshal Soult was 
pressing forward against the English carps (Tarmee 
in the south ne«r Badajoss, upon which his lordship 
started instantly from the field of battle in order 
to be there before any attack was made. In the 
course of this hurried journey, he rode two horses 
dead, notwithstanding relays had been constantly 
in- readiness; and at one point, took a stream 
which was so deep and impetuous that two dra- 
goons, who accompanied him, sank and were 
drowned. The victorious general, however, by 
virtue either of his better horse or better luck, 
got safely over and accomplished the distance in 
an incredibly short space of time* 
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TBftveiyog M -mA the wmuidedli I, m tbe )3lb 
#f Mayi agaiB repurhed Ceteriooi vhiofa {dace was 
ia a most 4eptoabl6 state* No aeeerataedatian 
wfcatevor was piocaoible for the aafertaaate vaf^ 
ferafSi and even a little ele#n rtmw wa6 coiMiderod 
a humrjr vilhin the feacji ef edmiwcaliveiy few, 
eTen aoioDif fbe ofteeni tlieM6lTee« I eaftaot 
he^ ioiiliag 4mei leeoUeetiQli ef a warm disj^te I 
eace held wkh a man who elauned die i%ht and 
title to an old broken chair which I was desiroas to 
frpeare fer one of the idTattdB 1 

At Celerieo we f eauiiaed until the 7lh of June, 
when We preeeeded to Coiinbra» thriHigh ViHa 
Certee, Vhihoi And other jdaoes, — the coantiy 
beiag of the mM loyeiy descripticMi^ even Mtidst 
#»• rai^^s wWeh had resaked froai a state of 
wislar^. 

Amongat other evils qwinging from that prcdific 
B/^^ree^ was the blow ^vea to commendaUe, if not 
mUgiioas.feelii^i by the demolition i^ die moaas- 
tenes and ooiivents« These r^e^taeles of tran- 
qwllity and of apparent devotion were now almost 
aai^eisaUy converted into staUes or hespitalst and 
their peaoefal inhabitaats i^aced by boisteroms 
SoJMKery* Ev^n tiaiid anns^ tb0 rales of whose 
.^4er had prsfcibtted them frpm waaderiar beyond 
the extent of the ecwvept 4i;afd9ii> and who xarely 
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mm a iiiHMA beitti; 6ii¥6 Ibeti^ felkyw^rechiseii er 
their oonfessor, W<dre f^eqaeatty to be met witii 
in the ranks of the English arniy^ performing tho 
mdst menial offices fat soldiets and heretics ! l%e 
libraries of the monasteries were, I am sorry to 
addj seldom respededy bnt committed by whole- 
sale to Die fiames or to some olher method of des'- 
traction. The troops of " mendicant fUars^ were 
enlarged beyond all conception — and they had 
become snob not from toltintaiy dedication to the 
rales of that clais, but from a more imperatife 
principle-neceesity. 

A great namber of Portagnese Wfs, from 
twehe to eighteen years of ^e, attached them- 
selves to the English officers and others, givhdg 
tfaeir senrices for an almost nominal gratuity — and 
forgetting, in the adoption of the customs of their 
Protestant masters, those regulations of the Catho* 
Me dmrch winch had been impressed upon their 
childhood. What effect this circumstance may 
ba^e (ifany) on their future opinions, time will 
show. 

I bate in various parts of this narrative lamented 
the wanton destruction of Portuguese and Spanish 
property. I really, however, am disposed to wish 
that the table whereon I now write had shared 
some such fate ; for it seems to have survived so 
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many centuiies, and is grown &o intolerably shai» 
tered and unsteady^ that I can scarce frame a 
aingle letter, and in. taking my meals am necessi- 
tated to use the utmost cautioa to prevent the 
overthrow, of the dishes. 

During my stay at Coimbra, which extended to 
the 20th of June, I received an intimation that my 
appointment in the legion was changed from the 
cavalry to the infantry, and accordingly had to pro»' 
cure certain necessary equipments. The chief body 
of our German infantry had been removed from the 
northern to the southern corps d'armee, and to. the 
post of the latter it became incumbent on me to 
proceed. My road for this purpose lay through 
the desolate province Beira, across a portion, of 
the Estrella chain of mountains, and through part 
of the province Alentejo to the frontiers of Estre*- 
madura. Before I left Coimbra, several trades- 
people had visited that city, from Oporto and lis^ 
bon, bringing with them a large stock of goods^ 
which they sold at exorbitantly high prices, know** 
ing that abundance of the English officers were 
dreadfully in want of articles, of clothing. Through 
one of these worthies I supplied myself both with 
garments and provisions for several months ; and 
having done so, commenced my march vidth my 
domestic servant and a few privates^ 
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I had DOW to retrace the route I had so recently 
traversed. On our arrival near our journey's end, 
I was given to understand, much to my surprise, 
that the battalion I was about to join had received 
orders to return to England. Immediately on 
hearing this, I hastened forward to ascertain its 
truth, and on reaching the encampment, discovered 
that the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
band of the 7th battalion ware actually about to 
return to England, in order to be completed, 
whilst the privates were grafted into the four other 
battalions of the legion stationed in the Peninsula, 
and which had hitherto served with the first division 
<^ the British army. They were now lying en- 
camped at Santa Olalla, near Badajo^, .which 
latter fortress had been for some weeks blockaded, 
but had been relieved by the advance of the 
enemy's force under Soult 
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CHAPTEa XXIV. 

fieputarr of the Battalion foT the Uetropolii — Oune at Croaa 
PiwpotM Ml the SimTapie — Farmrell to LMmw— Groping 
rw a TiaaipaTl-Bfair>-" Attr I'm* In a ft«n"— Yoykga to 
Eofland — Anlvalat Porttmontli— JoanieytalAadoM-— P«f^ 
tugneie Slnggiahnew and Engliih Actiritj— Baira^a at 
Bexblll — RecniitiDg of Ihs Batlallon — March to Portoaoalh 
k>d Enberkation fbr Sicily— Peep at Olbimltai— Ape-Hfll 
o-PaMwe Df Iha BtMitf-lD View eT MaHa. 

Ox the 4th of July, 1811, the IwaaUiu] qoittfd 
die seat of war in Portvgal, and ct^Benced its 
mtrch towards li^oa. Our mile lay thro&gb 
the province of Alentejo, aoreMi a coantty ronsirt- 
ing, for the greater part, of barren deserts, strewn 
here and there with clamps of turpentine -trees. 

On the seventh day we reached Abrantes, where 
we halted two days, and then proceeded ia boats 
down the Tagns to the Ciq>ital ; our horses being 
committed to the care of people who conducted 
them by land. The gwaller craft made Very rapid 
way ; but as I was unfortunately a passenger in 
one of the lEu-ger vessels, I had to put up with 




iMth dilatoriiieM atid d#lay \ oiid% M one dod»- 
^Qi our people ttjled so near the aliore tbkt tiie 
nggiAg^ gat entanglttd in tone branclMes ctf lioes^ 
and ktaoe a total istop was pot to our progrean for 
tbe preieDt. YTe aoatipelkd^ however, a boat 
whMi fUlowed to taka «i ia> and beieby wave 
ataUad to proceed lonia distaoee farther ; hitt tim 
baatai^ booh Huuiifeitiiig tfaaqaivooal nf nt of 
£il%aia, wa foand it Tarn to speculate <m reaeUng 
Saataretfi (m had beea our mtentiot)) and weia 
oUigiod to halt for the night at a lone house on the 
left shorn af the Tf^s» 

Ob the following morning we restnned our pas* 
sage, and on arriving at Santarem were aceoai'- 
modated with another vasiel, which making rattier 
brisker sail brought aa, towards i^raooa, lathe 
Tajo Novo, where we ligain ehanged our boat for 
a larger, (which <ftie incresaed depth and width of 
dia tiver allowed in to do,) and next day I oiMse 
aiare fended «t die fish-market of Lisbon. 

In the Portuguese metropoSs I remained tUs 
tiflla si]L days, at the a)cp«raition of ^hich, aftei^ 
having bade ftwewati, in ocmnBoa with my hrother- 
eiieen, <over a hotde or two of excellent Vittoria 
wiaa,) to iias priest and war ridden eountry, t pat 
off; in the evaaing, ta find wy tpansport-flfcip, 
whiah was lyi^g amoag a mmbar of othafu in Iha 
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fliontb of the Tagns. The discover; of the right 
vessel, however, proved no basy matter, on ais 
eonnt of the darkness and the stomiy weath^'^ 
added to the multiplicity of all kinds of ships at 
anchor. At lengthy in despair, I made ihe^ boat* 
men put me on board the best-looking transport in 
our vicinity, wherein I passed the night, and the 
next morning enabled me to transfer myself to my 
^)pointed vessel. Having remained here station*- 
ary till the 22d instant in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Eort St. Julian, which defends the 
entrance of the Tagus, a signal was at length 
given to weigh anchor at day*break, and by seven 
o'clock we were in full saiL 

The squadron amounted to about thirty vesseb 
— chiefly consisting of empty transports, which 
had brought troops and military stores from 
England hither. Under the influence of con- 
trary north-west winds, we beat aboot some time 
though without sustaining any damage, and passed 
the Baora, as certain sunken sand-banks are deno- 
minated at the efflux of the Tagus, and by which 
the navigation of the place is rendered in a degree 
dangerous. The wind, as I have said, was com*- 
pletely adverse, but as our orders for sailing were 
peremptory, we were compelled- to steer westward, 
and by mid^day had lost sight of land, a circam*^ 
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Btaiice wfaich would not hare occurred had the 
wind been favourablei in which case, we should 
have kept sight of the Portuguese shore for several 
days. 

On the following morning, the wind grew 
more violent ; we therefore drove still further to 
westward instead of to nmrth-east, and hence a 
teng voyage was in prospect. Notwithstanding 
this stiff breeze> however, and the quick sailing 
on our part, I did not fiud the motion of the ship 
very disagreeable-^perhaps my former experience 
had seasoned me a little to the pranks of the 
ocean. 

On the 24th and 25th the wind slackened, and on 
the 26th we were quite becalmed, and continued 
so during the space of two days^ although the 
swell was still uncommonly heavy. During this 
interval, I passed into another vessel, a passage^ 
by the by, of no gentle kind, as it took several 
stout men half an hour to accomplish it, so rough 
was the sea. On the 29th the wind sprang up 
again, though still unfavourable, and blew us in 
the direction of America,, which continent we 
really seemed as if about to take in cfur way* 
The 31st we desmed a huge body floating near 
OS, which upon bemg hauled aboard, proved 
to be a block, of American timber of large pro- 
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pmrtiotm, aad wfaeraon dwoMiidf of pMilypt hMd 
fastened themtelv^s-^-^o dial theeotire naii aMi»- 
od ioatiMC with liie« Moat of tkaao aa^iinalt wme 
from four to six inches in length. 

On the ImX of August, tbuigs looked taore 
agroeoUj. We had a soMit breeae from the 
south* wbioh, had it straofc up at the tiaie we 
issued from the Tagus, would have aerved om- 
INtfpose admirably t in piesenteiroumstaaces, how- 
ever» we could only avail ouraelTes of it is a side- 
wiad. Ob the 3d instant, o«ur enemy from the 
Bortb-east obtruded himself again to obstruct our 
progress, and we had consequently the agreeable 
prospect of beating about in the Atkutio for the 
space of perhaps two or three months !«^aa ev^rt 
by BO means uncommon in this short voyage; 
owing to the prevalence, in summer, of north and 
west winds. 

At lengtii I heard, on the momiBg of the 4th 
whilst still in my hammock, the glad tidings of the 
wind having veered into the rigM quarter, and, as 
it so ooBtinBed, the captain of our oonvoy-stup 
phniwd, « few days after, a tittle fite on board 
his vessel, for the celebration of which he re- 
fuested the assistance of our band, aft (he same 
tiuie iovitii^ the offioers of Ihe legieu, add speei^ 
fying, by way of temptatioB, fliat he had sevend 
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Mdijefl da howi, wbo bad consented to boooiir IfaB 
pkriy bj j<>kiiag it a dwa^ The iioftioii ^ a ball 
tieM «iit at 8e&> ia a iaU*«oom iv^hich was tes^ig 
lAoiit ki tiie .4ilatttiQ« amased aoie a good deal, 
and I aatieipated fio limaU gratifieatioD firom tile 
mneltjvi tiw thing :-^we w^rei however, disap- 
pobitedi oa recount of the iaereased turbaleace 
of the bfeeae^ and obliged ta eoatent ourselvtis 
<Mi which to speak truA we fbuad no difficalty) 
with viewing once more the shores of Emghmd, 
^Uoh we neared mpidly, and foimd oUrsdves 
Masting along in the Britiib Channel on the lltli 
instant. Ne^Lt morning, we ran through the 
Naedlesy and entered the harbour of Portsmouth, 
after a passage of twenty days, during which we 
were qatte out of sight of land. No sooner had 
we east anchor, than I, with several other officers, 
proceeded on shore, and quartered ourselves in 
the prindpal iim of this important sei^ort. 

Thus terminated this little voyage, which, al- 
though toilsome in some respects, was not alto- 
geflier disagreeable, since we had no storms, and 
were enabled, owii^ to the fine weather, to be a 
good deal on deck, and what is still better, to eat 
our tnaals and dusoass oar wine without the inter* 
yiention xyf an anceremoaious lurch. 

In Portsmoath I raoMined bat a few days, and 
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having procured leare of absence, started for the 
metropolis^ which I reached early on a fine autnm* 
nal morning. It is scarcely possible to conceive 
the feelings induced in me by the contrast which 
the face of abundance and uniform comfort diffa- 
'Sed around » presented to the abandoned, half- 
burnt and half-ruined country of Portug:al. The 
Portuguese, in fact, even when unannoyed by the 
causes which had latterly conspired to depress 
them, seem unfitted, from their indolent and care- 
less habits, to profit by the luxurious soil on which 
they live, and which might suffice to render their 
country one of the finest under the face of the sun 
•"-whilst, on the other hand, in England, and 
more particularly in and round the capital, every 
thing is activity, life, and enterprise. Of every 
advantage the people possess they seem disposed 
to make the most, and their quick step and earnest 
look bespeak that the mind participates in the 
-^energy of the body. 

After eight days' stay in London, which soon 
flitted by, in the midst of business and pleasure, I 
repaired to Bexhill, the point of rendezvous for our 
battalion. This town is sixty-five miles distant 
from London, on the sea-coast, in the county of 
Sussex. Until of late yiBars, it was a very incon- 
«u}erable place indeed, consisting of a few houses 
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6nly ; and owes its present advancement ta the 
dignity of a market-town to the French threats of 
invasion^ which occasioned several barracks to be 
constructed here, as a point well calculated for the 
statiou of a numerous body of troops* 

The extraordinary heat of this year (1811), cele* 
brated as the ^* comet-year/' which relaxed not 
until the month of October, actually made me be- 
lieve that I was still in Portugal, and rendered me 
anxious for the approach of winter, which, found 
ns still at Bexhill until the 12th of December, 
when orders arrived for us to hold ourselves in 
readiness to proceed once more to Portsmouth in 
order to embark thence for Sicily. Our battalion 
had, by this, increased to 800 men, in consequence 
df the incorporation of numerous French deserters. 
This reinforcement was, in truth, necessary, since 
the English were now so completely blocked out 
from Glermany that it was impracticable to obtain 
recruits from the natural source-^Hanover. But 
it is inconceivable how much trouble was incurred 
in teaching these men the exercise, since they knew 
scarcely one word of German, and still less, if 
possible, of English. 

According ta these instructions, therefore, the 
troops left Bexhill ; the 1st division on the 16th 
December ; and the two others on the two en^ 
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Mfrig dayv. Tb» anitok to FMsHMiith eecn^U 
lix daji» o^er fiae ttiooth loadi iommaig tioag tto 
ooett bj JjBwea, Brightiai, Skmimm^ (where we 
Wted OB Chriitmas-day,) aad acnm bj Araaid 
and Cbichestar* No Booaelr ImuI ws anived at the 
poit» thin the men weie at «aoe tarfmrfced. 
Sevend auitters of bannefiB, both private and pRK 
ftisional, iaduoed my conttslMuioe <m shore a day 
or two hMiger^ but I was neoeaailafled to expedite 
tkem, as it was detarmined» should the witidBerv0»^ 
that we dwuld sidl on the 1st of Jamiaiy* 

Three transport-ships contained the whote of oor 
battaUoo, and on the lai^iest of these tiareeYesaeh 
I was accommodated* It was nearly of die siao 
of a frigate, and had foimeriy been a FVencIi 
Qorvette. It was now pretty well stocked, as (in«> 
dttdiDg the entire ship's coiapaay) there wene 600 
seals aboard. 

However mach a matter of comae onr eai'» 
burkation migfat be, the making Way was by ne 
means eqnidly so; contrary windsi indeed, ^« 
vailed for the space of two months, during which 
we lay at anchor in the reads of Spitiiead4 The me^ 
notony of this condition was unntterable, more ea* 
pecially as, owing to the almost houriy chance of our 
getting under weigh, it was difficott to obtain pei^ 
aussion to go ashore ; hence, the least cirenmstanoe 



]fhkk wsearreA to bfeak Ak chain of dallness wan 
eeg^ly canght hold <^ by U8» a|id we took ooca^ 
aioa of the Queen's burth-day, to hold a little fSte, 
boist oar varioaa eolonrs from the ma8t*head89 and 
fire eLfeu-de-joie, which was answered by the adja* 
ceal hatteriea. Another ocourvenoe which created 
some excitement^ although of no Fery lively chfr* 
raoter, was liie execution of two sailovs for mui* 
der, whilst a third was, iii the midst of uncom^ 
manly stormy weather, visited with a oonsiderabla 
number of ladies on boand each ship^ in the pre*> 
sence of the whole of the erews^ who were ali 
mastered for the occasion* 

On the 1st of Mareh, a fresh easterly wind arose, 
by virtue of wbiob we hoped to ha^re a quick pa»» 
sage to our destination ; but this was fiiliacious^ as 
we w«re obliged, on acoonnt of its veering again^ 
to anchor at Falmouth; at leagdi, it onoe move 
blew ftufrourabiy, and on the 13th inst. we w^re in 
sight of Cape Finisterre. From hence we sailed 
on io Gibraltar, at which place we arrived en the 
17tfa, rather behind the rest of the fleet, which 
bad been augmented in vaiaous: ways to a gneat 
extent. 

However desirous I was. <» take a pemomd 
survey of dub celebrated rock, and the city built 
apon it, I fonnd it impraoticablt, as signals; uwra 
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flying on board the Commodore^s ship for making 
farther way. Judging, indeed, by what I could 
perceive from on board,. I lost little, as nothing 
can be more uninteresting than the aspect of 
CHbndtar, for the possession of which so many 
battles have been fought and so many lives Iost«. 
Sterile and precipitous it rises from the ocean, and 
scarcely does the eye, in wandering over it, en- 
counter the least object of a verdant natare* 
Upon the highest points are posted sentry-boxes 
and telegraphs, and on the middle and loftiest 
summit are to be found ^ number of monkeys 
(from which circumstance the height is denomi* 
nated Ape-Hill): these animals are, in common with 
their tribe generally, very mischievous and abo* 
minable thieves, often penetrating at night into 
the soldiers' quarters, and stealing the bread and 
other provisions ; still, however, they are not suf- 
fered to be destroyed, it being said that they 
once by their vigilance contributed mainly to the 
assistance of the garrison whilst in a state of siege. 
The town, as is well known, lies at the foot of 
these precipitous heights, by which it is sheltered, 
alaS| too completely, from the east and north-east 
winds; for, in consequence, when these winds 
have, for any length of time, prevailed, yellow 
fever and other disorders follow in their train. The 
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harbour and roa^s are, on the other hand, so utterly 
exposed to the operation of the south and south- wiest 
winds, that they become hazardous to the shipping, 
and vessels &re frequently stranded, which misfor« 
tune befel several of our fleet. By help of a glass I 
could discern sundry fine aiid spacious ranges of 
building, adorned in front with trees and in some 
instances with gardens, and among these the go- 
vernor's house and that of the commissary-general 
were conspicuous, and are held to be particularly 
deserving of admiration on account of the skill 
displayed in the laying-out of grounds on so rocky 
a soil. The naked eye could likewise command^ 
from th(B deck, the large town of Algesiras and 
various smaller towns ; and, besides, the African 
fortifications of Ceuta, presenting altogether a 
prospect interesting and magnificent in the highest 
degree. 

On the third morning after our arrival, we again 
got under weigh ; and although many of our ships 
(such for instance as were bound to the East and 
West Indies, Portugal, &c.) had meanwhile parted 
company, our numbers were replenished by the 
accession of numerous Turkish, Greek, and Spa- 
nish vessels, which, from their peculiar build, rig- 
ging, &c. were far behind the tight English sailers. 

For the first two days we kept both shores in 



niisrip; M A» HUtA, tke Afitoo OMit aloM ^fm 
tWbto; iiMl m Ike 39d iatl. tend had &Nip- 
pujgd dtogellMr. N«xt dby we oonld desciy ni 
the diitaiiee the Algmne hilb, and a dead calia 
eiiaMd> vhifb gave evf seameD <^»portiiiiity to 
eatch several tordes, weq^jhiDg each ttom twenty 
to thir^f poaadi. These fish^ ia eoDsequence of 
the calm, floated en the surface of Ae water, 
basking and apparency dosing in the warm rays 
of the son, and becoming eonseqventl; an easy 
prey to onr men, who fairly haoled them by the 
ftet into the boats whefiria they had cautiously iq^ 
preached the spots where the turdes lay. 

On the 95tfi of March, the wind qsringing op 
favourably, we sailed past tiie island of Savfinia, 
and two day^^ after, that of Sicily, proceeding on* 
wards to lyialta, which, togedier with the island of 
Gozo, rose upon our view on the SOtb instant. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

« 

Entrance into the Harbour of Malta— Description of Fort 
Ricasoli — Military Banquet at Fort Vittoriosa — La Valette 
-^Cnrions Mixture of Groupes in the Streets of that Town — 
Palace of Ooyemment — St. John's Church : plundered by 
General Bonaparte — ^Productions of the Island of Malta — 
Its lively Character and Value as a Point of Conunerce— Un- 
encumbered Condition of the Inhabitants—Causes of the 
Preyalence of Ophthalmia upon the Island — Heat of the 
Climate— Eyening Parades— Look-out at Sunset 

ON^neanDg Malta we were ODce more becalmed 
for awhile^ a circumstance which eoabled me to 
take a thorough view of this rock-island, if I may 
so express myself; but a little breeze freshening 
towards night, yre glided the following morn- 
ing into the harbour. Just as our numerous 
fleet was running in (to gaze upon which an im- 
mense number of spectators had assembled upon 
the heights around) the captured French ship, 
Rivoli, manned by its victors, together with an 
English line-of-battle ship and a frigate, sailed 
majestically after us; and it will readily be ima- 
gined that this occurrence afforded fresh stimulus 

N 
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to the enthusiastic looken-on. Scarcely indeed had 
the Admiral's flag-ship lying here, and the bat- 
teries, replied to our Commodore's greeting, be- 
fore a salvo, thrice-repeated, from all the vessels, 
and emulated by loud huzzas from the crews and 
. the spectators on shore, fairly made the air vibrate, 
and produced a splendid effect, which I am really 
unable to describe. The Rivoli was of 84 guns, 
and had sailed quite new only a few days previonsly 
to her capture, from an Italian port 

Having duly performed quarantine, we disem- 
barked, contrary to expectation, on the 2d of April, 
as Messina, the former capital of Sicily, (whither 
we were bound,) was understood to be already too 
full of troops, an expedition being about this time 
contemplated for Spain. Our quarters were esta- 
blished in the fort Ricasoli, which lies on the left 
of the harbour-entrance, and is the coolest spot 
upon the whole island. It was difficult, by the 
by, to effect a landing, for the waves were run- 
ning very high, and the water deep even at the 
point of springing ashore. From the shore a nar- 
row path leads to the principal entrance of the 
fort, which is provided with a drawbridge and 
double gate. Above the archway is a fine massy 
edifice, serving as the residence of the Comman- 
dant, and all the buildings appropriated to the 
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ganison are so constructed as to be proof agaiost 
bombs or other hostile missiles. The rocks where- 
on this fort is erected are eternally washed by the 
sea, which in boisterous weather dashes against 
the batteries, and in some instances even over the 
whole fort. Towards the south-east is situated the 
yet stronger fortification of Vittoriosa, so called 
from the heroic defence it made against the Turks 
in the year 1565. It is reached by a long subter- 
raneous passage excavated in the rock, and adjoins 
one of the eight towns of the island, namely, 
Citta Vittoriosa, or IlBorgo. 

The day after our arrival the officers of our bat- 
talion received an invitation from those of a Sici* 
lian regiment in English pay (and wherein were 
several English officers) to dinner. This regiment 
lay in fort Vittbriosa; and as that fortress was 
more conveniently reached by water than by the 
subterraneous passage already alluded to, we pro- 
ceeded thither in boats* Our brother officers 
really treated ui sumptuously : the saloon in which 
we dined was. of noble proportions : a table laid 
for seventy persons took up no more than one-half 
of its circumference, and was literally crowded 
with dainties of all descriptions, including the most 
costly wines. Pleasure and hilarity reigned su- 
preme. 

N 2 
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La Yalette, formerly tbe residence of the Grand 
Master, bat now of tbe British. Governor, lies 
upon tbe rigbt shore of the entrance into the prin- 
cipal harbour. The houses of this town, which is 
of tolerable size, are massively built, and there 
are amongst them many important-looking struc 
tures. In the streets are to be seen people of al- 
most every nation ; — some walking, some lounging 
about, and others, in tbe true oriental style, sitting 
cross-legged and very composedly smokiog their 
hookahs. The followers of this latter custom are 
chiefly occupied, if occupation it can be called, in 
the sale of various baifatelles, such as figs, to- 
bacco, oils, &c. The curious speculator may here 
take, occasion to observe the characteristic diffe- 
rences between tbe European, Asiatic, African, 
and American races, which are presented to tbe 
eye almost at a single glance, as if on a card of 
liviog specimens. The Maltese himself, although 
it is fair to rank him wiUi Europeans, approaches 
closely to tbe African in the contour of his fea- 
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Amongst the public buildings is particalarly diii- 
tinguished the palace of governmeilt, (in otiieF 
d»Ji, of the Grand Master.) which standi in the 

itre of the town, nearlj upon the highest gromd, 
-JSaare in its fo„„, ^i,^ j,^ j^^ ^.^ 
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The graDd staircase in this palace is one of the 
finestthings of the kind I ever saw ; nor is that the 
only object it contains worthy notice. One of the 
saloons is decorated with portraits of the Bourbon 
family, of the size of life, and another is hung 
with the most splendid Gobelin tapestry^ whilst a 
third contains portraits of the most distingliished 
Knights of the Order of Malta. The whole struc- 
ture has a flat roof, with an elegaiat balustrade, 
and from which may foe commanded a prospect 
truly magnificent both for character and extent. 
In front of the palace is a large open square, or- 
namented by a remarkable fountain, constructed 
in the seventeenth century by the then Grand 
Master. 

The principal and most beiautiful church in tlie 
town is that of St. John, in which are combined 
at once costliness, elegance, and science. On 
entering, the first object which strikes the visiter 
is the ceiling, which is covered with paintings of 
the knight Preri (better known under the name of 
Calabresen) : the subjects are religious, and are 
executed with great ability. The walls are in 
some parts richly gilded, and in others covered 
with Gobelin tapestry, likewise worked with scrip- 
tiure-subjects. The floor is not less costly ; being 
covered with memorial-stones, in Mosaic and co^ 
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loured marble, of the sereral ko^ts buried iinder« 
neath. The Idgh altar connsts of crimson por- 
pbyrji and anoflier is enccHnpaased with a railing^ 
of massive silver five feet high. The Emperor 
Napoleon, daring his brief stay here, (when GSe- 
neral Bonaparte, and bound on the expedition to 
Egypt,) is said to have deqioiled this church of 
property to a very great amount : but it is still the 
depository of incredible riches. 

The prodnctioas of the island of Malta consist 
principally of wheat, Turkidi com, the finest 
soathem fmits, (indndiiq^ t^ beaatiAii Moad* 
4)range,) and cotton. Thus, its produce fully 
supports its population, although the latter is 
somewhat redundant for the size of the place, 
amounting to about 100,000 souls. The soil was 
nevertheless originally very rocky and sterile, but 
was furnished by the enterprising knights with 
strata of earth from Sicily. 

In no harbonr could the shipping be more nume- 
rous and active than here. Not a day passed but 
was signalised by either the arrival or departure of 
vessels ; — not a week but some large fleet, amount- 
ing lo fifty or sixty sail, entered or quitted the 
•harbour, and in rather case,, the thunder of cannon 
announced the event. In fact, no pkce can be 
better fitted for puiposes of commcffoe, partly 
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oifiDg to its advaiiti^eoiis situation and partly to 
the liberty ^Aich is enjoyed here both by the 
struger and native. Smuggling b carried on in 
all direotions: — no one pays taxes to England, 
and the only impost is for the purpose of keeping 
the roads and churches in good order. The har^- 
boar and fortifications are kept in repair by the 
Engli^ goveraraent, and are consequently always 
in the best possible state. The batteries are con- 
structed in the most durable way, and being 
whitewashed reflect strongly the rays of the sun- 
so much so» indeed, that from this cause, added to 
the sand^stone dnst, ophthalmia is very prevalent 
upon the island. 

The climate of Malta is one of the sultriest in 
Europe, and, at the end of June, 1812, the ther- 
mometer stood from 80 to 88 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The nights cool the air a little, and in the day the 
inhabitants sprinkle their houses liberally in order 
to allay the fervent heat. In August and Septem- 
ber, however, relief no longer accrues from the 
night-time, and the glow is said to be almost in- 
tolerable. In April and the early part of May we 
had this year violent showers of rain and rather 
chilly weaAer — but from that time onwards the 
heavens were uniformly cloudless, and the least 
motion was weakening — nay, almost exhausting. 
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Hence, during tiiis immoderate heat, the streets 
in La Valette are veil nigh deserted from ten 
o'clock in the moniing notil four in the attemooo. 
All the parades, therefore, vere held after the 
latter hoar, and care was taken to accommodate 
each sentinel with a shady station. The atmos- 
phere, meanvhile, is very pure and eheerfol ; and 
as one breathes much more freely, it is, for weak 
lungs, extremely favourable. The evenings are 
(particularly in June) so clear that Hoont Etna can 
be seen from hence quite plainly ; and when its 
point is yet gilded by the son, whilst at Ualta the 
dusk is abready gathering, the prospect is beaatifnl 
in the highest degree. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Voyage to Sicily-— Different Prospects of Mount Etna—Sailinjt 
up the Strait of Messina — Harbour of that Town— Disem* 
barkation— Situation of Messina described— Forts Salvador, 
Castelazo, and Gonzago— View from the Platform of the 
latter — Inconyenience of the Heat — Rejoicings on Account 
of the Battle of Salamanca— Vegetable Productions of Sicily 
-^Indian Figs— Sicilian Winee— Observance of Christmas. 

a. 

In the beginning of the month of July, instruc- 
tions were communicated for us to bold ourselves 
in readiness to pursue our voyage to Sicily, and 
on the 4th we were already embarked* Our bat- 
talion was accommodated in five Maltese vessels 
and one English. On the 7th instant the wind 
served, in the evening we got under weighs and 
on the following morning passed Cape Passaro, 
arriving that same day close in the vicinity of 
Mount Etna. A contrary wind, however, now 
sprang up, against which we had to contend until 
the 14th, with the exception of an occasional calm. 
Hepce, we sailed extremely slow, and were con- 
sequently gratified by keeping Etna all the while 

N 3 
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in sight, whilst, on the other side^ the Calabrian 
hills were seen absolutely lifting themselves into 
Ae skies. The little town of Catanea, at the foot 
of the volcano, was likewise perceptible from the 
deck ; but on Etna itself no object could be dis- 
tinguished, and it towered into the heavens one 
dense black mass. Its crest was surrounded by 
clouds, but when a transitory breeze blew these 
aside, its crater was developed, and appeared of 
immense circumference. I did not observe any 
snow upon it, which, during the summer months, 
is confined to the crevices below. As we ap- 
proached Messina the Strait grew very narrow 
indeed ; and, in consequence, the shore of Cala- 
bria, with the enemy's batteries, &c. was plainly 
distinguishable^ notwithstanding we were running 
close under that of Sicily. 

On the morning of the 15th, as we were doubling 
the neck of land, shaped like a sickle, whereby 
the harbour of Messina is in some degree formed, 
the violent current which operates here had nearly 
driven us to the opposite and hostile shore ; but, 
fortunately, a strong wind arose, which, ooupled 
with the exertions of the seamen, brought us to 
our destination. We found the harbour very des- 
titute of shipping, as an expedition to Alicant, in 
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Spain» had just been despatched thence^ and had 
employed all the vessels on the station excepting a 
few merchant-ships. 

Next day the troops disembarked, the men 
bebg quartered in a convent, and the ofiBcers in 
private houses. As for myself, circumstances oc- 
casioned me to go outside the city, and I was 
about to become an inmate of a deserted monas«- 
tery ; I soon found, however, that this would not 
do by any means, and accordingly lost no time in 
providing myself with regular lodgings. 

The view of Messina from the harbour is ex- 
tremely — I may say awfully beautiful, as the town 
is built in the shape of an amphitheatre, and 
amongst the mass of buildings exhibits many rui- 
nous marks of the devastation of the last earth- 
quake. It lies at the foot of a mountain, and the 
space included between the two horns of the half 
circle may extend to a league. At the left extre- 
mity is a large strong castle which commands the 
harbour and town, and was built during the reign 
of Charles the Fifth. On the right point lies the 
Fort Salvador, which completely overlooks the 
neck of land before alluded to ; and immediately 
above the centre of the town are situated, on the 
side of a high hill, two other forts, called 6on* 
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zago and Caatelaxo, b; whiob the vhde fortjfici[> 
tioDs are crowned ; and close under them lie seve- 
ral monasteries aod other stractm^s of magnitude. 
The Marine-street, which rnns along the shore, 
fonns' a veiy elegant object: it was in the last 
earthquake completely mined, but has been since 
rebuilt. Hie hooses are generally from four to sis 
stories high. 

One of the most magnificent prospects in Europe 
is, without doubt, that which is commanded from 
the fort GoQzago, before mentioned. Every one 
who for the first time sets his foot upon the 
large platform in front of this citadel remains 
several minutes struck with admiraUon. Before 
him lies the town of Messina, and beyond it the 
beautiful bay, three quarters of a league in cir- 
cumference, with its sickle-formed neck of land, 
upon the extreme point of which, at the entrance 
of the harbour, stands a lofty light-house. Fur- 
ther on, the Strait, or Faro, spreads itself in 
breadth a league, which however is contracted as 
it nears the Mediterranean, and on its narrowest 
part . appears another light-house — the celebrated 
Torre de Faro. The mountains of Calabria, like- 
wise, towering into the heavens, augment the 
majesty of the prospect, which towards evening is 
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additionally enchantiDg, for then the surrounding 
hills throw Messina into shadow, whilst they them- 
selves are still, with a kind of fairy splendour, 
illumined by the sun. 

Up to the middle of August, 1812, na occur- 
rence of interest had varied the monotony of our 
life at Messina, and we meanwhile endeavoured, 
on acqount of the overpowering heat, to keep our- 
selves as quiet as possible. The mustering of the 
troops in the glow of the sun often tried us severely. 
The non-commissioned officers and privates sought 
some relief from this annoyance by repeated 
plunges into the sea, but this refuge could not be 
resorted to during the night, which was frequently 
hotter than the day, as in the latter a slight breeze 
occasionally struck up, which was seldom or never 
the. case at night-time. 

At the latter end of the same month, a jubilee 
was celebrated by the English and Sicilian troops, 
in honour of the victory gained by Lord Welling- 
ton at Salamanca. The Strait, for a distance ex- 
ceeding two leagues, was, in order to prevent the 
possibility of a landing from the opposite shore, 
defended by a strong force of artillery, between 
the different pieces whereof troops were stationed, 
and every thing being arranged, a fire was com- 
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mencedy which ran from battery to battery and from 
divirion to diyisioiH and produced a very grand and 
striking effect 

The month of November in Sicily bears the ap* 
pearance of a fine spring or antamn season. The 
heat relaxes, the trees are covered with leaves^ 
which begin to assume every variety of hue, and 
the fields bloom in delightful verdure. During 
the preceding summer-months vegetation is checked 
from want of sufiBcient moisture, and it now takes 
a fresh spring and yields in abundance the culinary 
treasures of the garden, particularly the most 
delicious brocoli, white cabbage, &c. The gfeowth 
of the cauliflower here is indeed surprising, its 
stalk commonly reaching three feet in height, its 
leaves spreading over a circumference of several 
yards, and its head large enough to dine two or 
three persons : but against this unusual bulk may 
be placed the fact that it is not equally tender with 
the produce of the same nature in Germany. The 
pumpkin, which is also of monstrous size, fre* 
quently forms a dish for the poorer classes. Po« 
t&toes are not much cultivated here, for the soil is 
by no means so friendly to their produce as that of 
colder climates, and in consequence the vegetable 
is by no means so well tasted. Green peas are 
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reared Withovt any trouble, in the open air, 
throughoat the months of December and January, 
iu| likewise are salads. In fact, it is not unusual 
in well-kept gardens (particularly in those apper- 
taining to monasteries) to see fresh supplies of 
vegetables springing up every three months, so 
thatj in liie course of a year, they often gather 
their crops four times. But, in speaking of the 
vegetable produce of Sicily, we must by no means 
overlook the Indian fig, which is esteemed not only 
a luxury but a positive necessary both by rich and 
poor, who even imagine, in the latter end of the 
summer, that the eating of this fruit is material 
to tiieir health. It is, in short, almost the uni- 
versal breakfast and supper, and its growth is so 
much encouraged that for the smallest coin one 
may procure above half a dozen. The trees 
whereon it grows are sturdy and rough, requiring 
little or no cultivation, and in some instances 
springing up so thickly as to wear the appearance 
of huge forests. 

The prodigious number of grape-vines which 
adorn both the hills and valleys produce several 
«orts of wine, which are some of them extremely 
pleasant, and the principal whereof are those de- 
nominated Marsalla, Siracusa, Catania, and Faro ; 
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^^these all possess a fine flavoar and mucb 
fire. 

But although Sicily produces so many excellent 
winesy there is no disposition on the part of the 
inhabitants to avail themselves thereof inordinately^ 
and it is very rare indeed to encounter one of them 
in a state of inebriation. In fact, Mohammed's 
law is strictly observed here by many Christian 
families, who, in conformity therewith^ drink no 
wine at all, notwithstanding it is to be had so freely. 
In all hot climates, the too plentiful use of wine is 
particularly injurious, especially to the foreigner. 

Independently of the fruits and vegetables enu* 
merated above, this island abiounds in others of 
a description almost equally luxurious^ in spite of 
which profusion, however, it would be well nigh 
impossible to meet, in any other coimtry, (taking 
thie relative amount of population into the estimate,) 
so many beggars and famished-looking wretches. 

Christmas is kept here with much form and ob- 
servance. * For several weeks before its arrival the 
country people flock up to Messina, and serenade 
the houses of their landlords there with advent- 
hymns, &c. ; and as the festival draws nearer, 
these visiters increase in a very great proportion. 

At twelve o'clock on Christmas eve commences 
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what is called the early mass^ which commence- 
meDt is announced by the ringing of bells, &c. 
On that evOy also, is set up, in the houses of both 
rich and poor, the customary Christmas tree,^ 
laden with presents alike for old and young. 

* In Germany^ this practice is likewise universal. A large 
bough is set up in the principal apartment at Christmas-time, 
and all the smaller branches thereof are hung with little pre- 
sents for the different members of the household, suited in 
point of taste and costliness to the several parties for whom 
they are intended. A good deal of innocent mirth and raillery 
is produced by this custom, which gives rise also to a spirit of 
kindness and courtesy, not limited to the individuals of the 
family. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

CanuYal-SeaBOn at MeBBina^Pranks of the Priesthood — De- 
scent upon the Calabrian Coast— Its soccessfal Result— BeaQ^- 
Monde of Messina — Brires along the Faro— The Opexa— 
Conyersazi6ne— Departure from Messina — March to Milasso 
— Sailing from the Harbour of that Town— Arriral at Pa- 
lermo. 

Thb season of the Caniival, in Febraary, is 
passed with great glee, and gives occasion to many 
ludicrous occurrences. Daily are men and women 
to be seen parading the streets in the wildest and 
most grotesque garbs, in which masquerading the 
holy priesthood do not disdain to join, but on the 
other handy get up numerous processions in which 
the prevailing object appears to be to make them- 
selves look as ridiculous as possible. The crowds 
ot boys who are let loose at this period exhibit a 
practical commentary on these laudable efforts of 
the pious fathers, and run about in parties dressed^ 
as Catholic priests and wearing masks representing 
sheep^s heads! Other persons, likewise, with an 
apparent and no doubt a proper consciousness of 
their own deserts, scruple not to parade the streets 
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liabited as criinmds and iritli ropes Toaad their 
necks. 

The enemy's troops on the opposite shore cap« 
tsred, dnring the period of my stay here, several 
English merchaot-vessels, which had been driven 
by contrary winds and the stream of the Faro npon 
the Calabrian coast, where Ihey .were immediately 
fired upon with effect, in spite of the efibrts to 
anccour them made by dirowing bombs from our 
side. 

At length, on the 15th of February, an English 
regiment of infantry, under cover of a flotilla of 
gun-boats, was despatched to the opposite shore 
~*-the object in sending them being to destroy the 
enemy's magazine and batteries. This object was 
fully obtained, and we soon perceived the fire and 
moke which resulted creeping along the sides of 
tiie mountains and staining the pure ether with 
their ghastly and stifling masses. 

By way of diversion, during the aocompUslNnent 
of this service, our battalion, together with others, 
was marched along shor« to the point directly op- 
posite Beggio, with a great deal of parade, and 
tm conspicuously as petoi^ble, in order to attract 
the attention of the enemy. By daybreak this 
movement was commenced, and by eleven o'clock 
a» m. we were ligain in our quarters, whilst the 
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troops which had been engaged in the actual per^ 
fbnnance of the daty returned towards eyening^ 
bringbg with them several hundred prisoners. Oh 
our side, a few men only were killed and wounded. 

The beau-monde of Messina drive, on the sultry 
summer evenings, along the shore of the Faro» 
which exhales a refreshing coolness, in really elegant 
equipages : — in good truth, it is said that many of 
these Sicilians prefer the 6clat arising from such 
gaudy establishments to comforts of a more sub- 
stantial nature at home. To be sure, a carriage 
of some sort is absolutely necessary in order to 
derive ^ther benefit or pleasure from taking the 
air, on account of the oppressive heats — still, how- 
ever, love of fashion and fondness for display are 
doubtless the prime stimulants to the practice. 

After these excursions, the custom of the coun- 
try prescribes a visit to the opera, wiutoh, in M«s- 
«na, is not of first-n^e attractions : the orchestra 
b tolerably good, and the singers just of such a 
nature as entitles them to be *' damned with faint 
praise ;" but the scenery is very inefficient and the 
house itself worse than mediocre. From the opera, 
the well-dressed mob adjourn to private canversoT 
ziSni, whereat gambling is carried on to conside- 
rable extent and deep into the night. 

In the cool months — namely, from November 
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to February, the troops were constantly exercised, 
and frequently despatched on little expeditions into 
the surrounding country. At the end of the latter 
month, in the year 1813^ the 77th English regi- 
ment and the 7th and 8th battalions of the Grerman 
Legion, unexpectedly, received orders to march 
away from Messina, but our destination was not 
communicated, since upon the secresy of our move- 
ments depended (as it subsequently turned out) 
the success of a very important measure. 

On the 27th, early in the morning, accordingly, 
^e departed, taking the way to Milazzo, across 
the hill which borders the Faro. (Milazzo is distant 
from Messina about twenty-five miles.) Over this 
mountainous tract, the English, during their ascen- 
dancy in the island, had opened a road, which 
considerably eased the passage, though it still re^ 
mained precipitous and difficult. On the summit 
batteries have been constructed, and barracks 
built capable of accommodating several thousand 
men ; and thus the passage of the Strait is effec- 
tually commanded. The existence of these fortifir- 
cationSj &c. is the more worthy of remark, as it 
must have been necessary, for the purpose of their 
erection, to drag up by pulleys all the building- 
materials, as well as the pieces of artillery, which 
consisted chiefly of twenty-four pounders - 
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Late in the afternoon of the before-mentioned 
day, we arriTed at this same town of liilazaso, tbe 
i^pearance of which was any thing but prepossess- 
ing ; and liad I not been accustomed to numerous 
ill*looking places in Spain and Portugal, the sight 
of it would have made me quite melancholy. We 
were lodged in the cells of monks, who, to judge 
from their domiciles, could not haye thought it 
neoessary to add the principle of cleanliness to that 
of devotion. 

In tbe Anglo-Sicilian army, a custom had been 
established, by directions from head-quarters, 
whereby the troops, to expedite their movements, 
marched without baggage, which was despatched 
after them by water : — tbe few matters of indispen- 
sible utility being included in knapsacks, which 
were not only carried, as is universal, by the pri- 
vates, but strapped to the backs of the officers 
also ; — an arrangement which, notwithstanding its 
prevalence in the continental armies, has a novel 
character amongst English military. 

Milazzo lies upon a hilly neck of land opposite 
tbe liparian islands^ two of which are eternally 
smoking, and often discharge volumes of flame. 
The principal buildings of this place are convents 
and monasteries. Art has been but little exer- 
cised, in the construction either of the town or the 
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h«*boiiri the latter of which is merely formed by 
the, neck of land whereon the former stands* 

On the morning of the 26th, several transports, 
t<^ether witk a ship of war, ran into the harbour, 
and in these were embarked^, towards afternoon, 
the three battalions* We now acquired some in- 
formation relative to the service on which we were 
bomid, and which proved to be an expedition to 
Paternu), to strongmen the Englirii garrison of 
that capital, as some disturbance was i^rehended, 
in consequence of certain projected measures 
against the Queen of Sicily, — the nature whereof 
was still, to us, wrapt in uncertainty. 

On the 1st of March, 1813, this flotilla of twelve 
vessels, with their convoy, sailed from out the 
harbour of Milazzo. The wind was not friendly to 
us in starting, and by the time we had doubled 
Cape Marsalla, it blew still more adverse, so that 
we were not only obliged to cruize two days and 
nights about the liparian islands, but, towards the 
evening of the third day^ found ourselves com- 
pelled to anchor in a creek some twelve miles 
from Milazzo, where we remained, owing to the 
prevalence of contrary winds, until the 5th in- 
stant. 

On the 6th we were enabled to get ofi^, and ar- 
rived by sunset in the harbour of Palermo. This 
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voyage, with a favourable wind, might have been 
accomplished in twelve hours, instead of which 
seven days had been thus consumed. Had the 
roads been easily practicable, we might, indeed, 
have made the distance by land in a few hours 
cmly. For single passengers, or mules, the way 
might be well enough, but for large bodies, or even 
for horses^ it was incommodious, nay, dangerous ; 
as was abundantly experienced by the horses be- 
longing, to our battalion, which traversed it, on ac- 
count of there not being room for them in the ves- 
sels. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Situation of the Metropolis of Sicily — DiBembarkation at the 
Mola—- The Strada del Casaro and the Strada Nuoya— The 
Palaces of the Nobility, and their Ground-Floor Lodgers- 
Fertility of the Country and Indolence of its InhabitantB— > 
Mendicants of Palermo— The Priest and the Female Beggar 
^-Praying oat of Pnrgatory — Intrigues of the Queen — Her 

^ projected Remoyal from the Island. 

Having disembarked at Palermo, we were, as at 
MilazzOy quartered in a monastery, called Con- 
y/enio Anuntiata, in which immense edifice 3000 
men, including the greater part of the officers, 
were comprised. Besides the forces thus intro- 
duced, there were already 900 British soldiers in 
the city. 

Palermo, the capital of Sicily, and at that time 
the residence of the King of Naples, lies on a large 
plain, several leagues in circumference, and close 
to the sea. This plain is enclosed by an amphi- 
theatre of high and barren mountains, at the foot 
whereof are a whole bevy of convents, together 
with numerous country-houses, surrounded by large 
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gardeiiB. The aspect of this important city, mth 
its many towers, is extremely beautiful from the 
sea. We landed at the Mola, close to the suburb 
of St. Lucie, where a neck of land branching from 
Monte Pellegrino forms a. harbour, not very ex- 
tensive, and difficult to clear out from ; and hence 
our vesseb had cast anchor immediately at its en* 
trance, and we were put ashojce in. smaS. boats. 
Tba extreauty of this necki of laniiis'iiefiNidadby 
a futf and another- of oensideiid^I^ dimensions ^the 
fort i Mart) lies just in front of the town. The 
Mdla, as it is called, is the shore jof the harbour, 
and is well-paved: upon it is the arsenal, and close 
adjoining a large prison. 4. number of boats, thisit 
keels uppecmoftty strewed the sh^re^ a^d f^smed 
miserable lurking'placesr for a crowd of half-nalced 
and half-famished wanderers from th^ coast of 

Palermo takes a very high rank amac^t. TSsi^ 
ropean cities : it is enclosed by a lofty waU^ imkA 
may be estimated to contain 200,000 inbabiUaQts. 
Its extent, however, is rathi^r in length than io 
breadth; its figure effiptical^ and it has, withpuft* 
side the walb, several suburbs*^ . T|hl& two prinoipal 
streets, wUcb intersect the town at right »agle9» 
are each of. them nearly half aleag]ae in l^ogldi. 
They are quite, straight: the longi^st^ Strada M 
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Cmaro, (fiT (U TokdOfJiekes its commencemeiit 
from the sea-shore, with a high gate, caUed Porta 
Felic0^ and temuoates in the vicinity of the royal 
palace^ with a still more lofly and spleodid gate— 
Pairta NttQva ; and beyond it runs, for the space 
of a leagae» in the saipe line^ the beautifal road to 
Bf ontreaL All the , honses throughout this extent 
siire and elegant street rise, from five to seven sto* 
rieaitt height* and among them are many palaces 
of the nolHlity* The ground-floor of these palaces^ 
however, ia^ generally appropriated to shopkeepersj 
whilst above, Hm most elegant balconies protrude 
themselves, whiereon im^ to be frequently seen 
promeoadiag^ the families of the aristocratic owners 
of the structure. The other principal sti^eet* the 
Strada Nrnva^r (or d% Marqueda,) is not q^te so 
di^tingiuah^d* but is still beautiful; and its houses 
intermi^Lod with palaces, chiurehes, and monaster 
ries. Erom the point wheceat these two struts 
cross- each other, the eye of the. speetator com- 
mands the four chief gates of the city* The 
pavements . are constitated of broad pieces of 
lava. Underneath the houses there are, also, 
shopSy, or.stallsi whereat. all sorts. of fancy-goods, 
together With articles of jNrovisioii^ are vended^ 
as in a JH)rt of bassaar, lod these ki^ of phqes are. 

08 
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likewise particiilailjr appropriated aa vorkdiopA 
for artisaiiB* 

But with the Strada del Camro and tfii 
Sirada Nuava all the beaoQ^ of Palermo ter<- 
miaates — so far, at least, as regards the bisH^Bga 
of the town ; for the other streets are iwarami 
dark^ and filthy ; and, in the evening, Aehr pnpi 
ambnlation is extremely daogeron^ espeoililljta 
strangiers, who are frequently wayiaidBud roMiis^ 
and often assassinated* The squares are fa&p isb 
small to accommodate the mass of buyeis aadf 
sellers, wherewith they are eonstantfy Med, and 
who flock in fairly by crowds^ Aere- are, hoiWf 
ever, two exceptions, the Kinjf s andihe Maim^ 
Squares* 

I have already, in a former part of ihese memor 
randums, observed upon the singahr blendiiqf,: iif 
the metropolis of Ireland, of opulence mtd peT^r^r 
--^f luxury and destitution : the saraae i«inarfc wil 
hold good with respect to iim metropolis of Sieilf; 
and to a still greater degree. Before the palace 
of the proud noble are freqaently seen a numbenf 
wretched-looking objects, whose misery centraiia 
'strangely with the gaudy eqvdpage and '. Hirmafl 
tost of their lordfy feUow^dtieen* They are imS- 
feredto lie unnoticed ^ and fiEhuiAiny, nordiayb 
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tbeir forlora eoodition apparently exoite the least 
commiseratioii in the bosoms of the favourites of 
'fvrtime. 

.The coaehes.^ the Sidlian nobility are chiefly 
CMStnicted in Iiondon, and transported thither at 
punense cost. This kind of expenditure is by no 
flMans gmdpngly applied ; but were a fellow-crea* 
inre litendly perishing for want at his threshold* 
I doubt if a grandee of Palermo would sanction 
Ae sUgbtest outgoing to rescue him from his im- 
ipoading fate. 

The plain surrounding the city is laid out in 
gardens, wfaioh contain abundance of delicious 
fruit The soil is extremely productive, and ca- 
pable of yielding nourishment to an immense num- 
ber of people ; and, did not the spirit of indolence 
prevail, there need be little or no privation felt by 
the natives of the island. It is true, this produce 
is in a great measure monopolized by the troops of 
lazy monks, which throng about in all directions ; 
for these worthies, with that tact wherewith they 
are seldom unprovided, have pitched their resi- 
dences upon the most fruitful spots in the nei|^- 
bourhood. Monks, in fact, and bej^^ars, are, if I 
mtaj 80 express myself, the staple nuisances of 
Palermo; and an English oflicer would not be long 
in discovering the annoyance of the latter^ as they 
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beset him oil all sides, and he finds himself com* 
pelled, in order to fight hb way through, to distri- 
bute some trifling gratuities, for which act of kind- 
ness he is generally re{mSd by attempts upon his 
watch or purse ; for a Sicilian beggar is uniformly 
a thief; — he is dexterous at his trade, too, as t 
myself had more than bncd tiie misfortune to dis- 
cover. 

A British oflScer, on one occasion, gave a female 
beggfgr a Spanish dollar : close by stood a mendi- 
cant friar, who, the moment after, stepped up 
with his poor-box, and showed her a representation 
upon its lid of the flames of hell ; whereupon tkls 
terrified creature fiung the alms she had just re* 
ceived into the treasury of the knayish priest. 
The officer, however, having witnessed this trans- 
duction, immediately made up to the friar, and by 
dint of a good deal of entreaty, and a/^ir threats, 
co;npelled him to refund. The woman imagined 
that she should get the dollar again ; but the offi- 
cer, by this time grown wiser, confided it to a 
securer place — his own pocket. 

But if there is little done in Palermo towards bet- 
tering the condition of the poor while alive, a g^reat 
deal of trouble is taken about their souls ; and 
every week men are sent round to solicit the 
contributions of the charitable, for the purpose of 
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ptiTchhsing nidsses, topmy'the spitits 6f the- dead 

In tiie middle 6f the month ofUlAstrch, I had an 
t>ppof ttmity of wknessing the effects ^f tkt eruption 
^f Monnt Etna. Foi^^setui^ days the ^itmosphere 
Was completely ^bscared, not, botreirer, with 
masses of cloud, but with dense wreaths of smcJce. 
In the direction of the volcano, (which, in clear 
weather, can be distinctly seen from Palermo, 
although at the distance of a hundred miles,) the 
horizon wore a hue of fiery red ; and, on the suc- 
ceeding Sunday, there was a shower of ashes, which 
lasted several hours, but was followed by the clear- 
ing up of the atmosphere, and the return of fair 
weather. 

At the conclusion of the same month, the po- 
litical measures to which I formerly alluded were, 
at length, made known and put into execution. 
The Queen, it appeared, had for a considerable 
time carried on a secret correspondence with 
the enemy, dangerous, at once, to her own in- 
terests and to those of the ally of Sicily: nor 
was the intrigue confined to herself— several of 
the nobility had participated therein, and, on its 
discovery, had been either executed or banish- 
ed. They had formed a plan to surprise and 
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disarm the English soldiers in Sicily; and, od 
account of this, and other circumstances which 
were not diYidged, it was resolved to compel 
the Qneen to leave the conntry. She^ however* 
feeling, as may be imaging, much chagrin at 
this resolution, put every possible stratagem in 
play to elude it. 



■j 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Marching Orders—Mistaken Policy of the King of Sicily- 
Firm Conduct of Lord Bentinck-— Riots at Palermo— Be- 
{Mirture for the Residence of the Qaeen — Santa Margaritta — 
Murder of Captain Von Tfaldhaosen— Discovery and Exe- 
cution of One of the Assassins — Royal Excoses — Embarka- 
tion of the Queen for Constantinople— Consequent Breaking- 
Qp of the Troops from Santa Margaritta — Return to the Me- 
tropolis — Scarcity of Inns — Character of a Sicilian Row — The 
qUi€|8cent Pastor— Assassination of a Serrant of Lord Stew- 
art •— Obstinate Defence of the Assassin by the Priests- 
Personal Interference of his Lordship — Priestcraft versiu 
C^ambling — Fresh Disturbances— Advantages to the Citizens 
of the Residence of the British Troops. 

Such was &e state of things wheui on the 24th 
of March, a corps, consisting of 3000 men, re- 
ceived orders to march from Palermo to the vici- 
nity of Castel Veterano, a country-seat of the 
Queen, (where at that period she was residing,) in 
order to superintend her departure, and preserve 
tranquillity. The King, who had long since, aban- 
doned the reins of government to his son, the 
Crown Prince, and was stopping at a royal villa 

o3 
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near the inetropoli§, vas equally adverse to tfte 
measures cootemplatedi^aiDst bis coosort, although, 
as flubaeqaentl; appeared, las interest was forward- 
ed thereby ; and Lord Bentinck, the British com- 
mander, received inteUigeooe that some scheme 
was in agitation, whereby the misguided monarch 
hoped to frustrate the measures undertakeo by his 
Biitisfa allies in fnrtheruice of Uie common came. 
This scheme was no sooner communicated to Us 
Lordship, than he took eSectoal means to coun- 
teract it. Every morning, the whole of the garri- 
aoD, amonntii^; to 15,000 men, were turned ont 
at day-break, and kept under arms tUI noon ; and 
on the day of the king's arrival in the capital, 
(which was fixed for carrying into execution this 
royal plot,) Lord BenUacfc, in a personal inter- 
view, expressed to his Majesty his determination 
to halt at no measure which might appear necessary 
to preserve peace. This intimation had the de- 
«red effect ; yet, notwithstanding, the day did not 
pass over without some di8tm{>ance : and the crowd 
evinced dispositions to riot, onder the stale jiea 
of the scarcity of bread occasioned by the presence 
of the British troops. A few bullets, however, 
from the English patroles, soon overcame these 
manifestations of an evil spirit, and quiet was for 
wrhUe restored. There were not wanting those. 



¥ 
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tteyerthelessy irho spoke of the probabiSty of a 
second SiciHan Vespers; nor were other threats of 
a similar nature spared. As our troops, howerer, 
^ere not quartered singly upon the citizens, but 
lay together by thousands in large monasteries; 
and as the Sicilian military stood firmly on our 
side— at least, the greater portion — we should have 
been enabled to repel any attack. A few stray 
officers and privates were ill-treated in the streets 
towards night-fall, being pelted vrifh stones, and 
in some instances assailed with greater violence t 
on which occasions, the guard issued from the dif- 
ferent convents, and fired amongst the assailants 
through the narrow streets. 

On the 25th inst. I marched with the before* 
mentioned corps; namely, one English and two 
German battalions of infantry, two companies of 
English light dragoons, and four small pieces of 
artillery, (the Whole under the command of Gene- 
ral Yon Hinniiber,) from Palermo to the Queen's 
country residence. The artillery and its appurte- 
nances was, owing to the irregularity of the moun*- 
tainous roads, conveyed upon mules. At the com- 
mencement of our march we traversed a fine high- 
way, for the space of about ten miles, over the 
plain of Palermo. We then began to ascend the 
side of the hill, proceeding several miles along a 
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serpentine track, while masses of rock threatened 
us overhead and deep chasms yawned beside onr 
feet. 

Towards evening we reached the town of Piana 
del Greci, a small place and insufficient tp lodge 
our whole force, the greater part of which were 
consequently necessitated to bivouac in an abomi-- 
nably damp meadow. Next morning we broke up 
early and pursued our route, which at length led 
us to Gorleone, where we remained three days, to 
allow the Queen time to form her determination 
and make her arrangements. Piquets, however, 
in addition to the usual sentinels, were carefully 
stationed, to guard against any surprise; and a 
third part of the forces were held in readiness, 
both day and night, in case of attack from the 
Queen's party. 

On the 29th instant, we advanced about twelve 
miles further, to Contessa, and the following day 
some ten miles more, to Santa Margaritta: al- 
though these distances were short, still, in conse- 
quence of the precipitous nature of the ground 
and the atrocious state of the roads, their accom- 
plishment overwhelmed us with fatigue, and it was 
with no littie satisfaction we found our quarters at 
the last-mentioned place extremely agreeable, as 
they were established in a commodious monastery. 
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a large granary, and a royal palace ! As some 
time was expended before all the necessary ar-» 
rangements could be made for our ultimate pro* 
ceedingSy the troops took advantage of the interval 
tQ indulge themselves with pretty free libations of 
the excellent wine which is here produced, and 
which, owing to the small communication with other 
districts, .was vended uncommonly cheap. 

On the morning of the 30th, the English regi* 
ment, the 77th, proceeded alone to a spot still 
nearer the residence of the Sicilian Queen, whilst 
the rest of the troops remained at Santa Marga-^ 
ritta. On the third day of our stay at this place, 
an officer. Captain^ Von Waldhaasen, of the 8th 
battalion, was reported missing. He had the pre- 
vious day requested leave of absence, in order to 
take an excursion of some few miles, for the pur- 
pose of making observations and sketches of cer- 
tain picturesque ruins. His prolonged absence 
could not but render his comrades suspicious of 
evil ; and, accordingly, a party was detached in 
search of him, by which he was discovered in a 
defile of the mountains inhumanly murdered. It 
afterwards appeared that, while sitting upon a 
rock, his attention busily occupied, he had been 
surprised by two armed Sicilians, and shot dead by 
repeated discharges, after which he had been de- 
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spoiled of all the gold laee adorning his unifoim, of 
h» moneyi hk wateh, and other valuables. In^ 
formation of this act of atrocity haying been for- 
warded to' the Conimander->in*Cfaief at Palermo, 
his 'Lorddnp directed aH proper measores to be 
tidcen to discover the culprits — threatening &e in- 
habitants of that district with the severest penalties 
unless they delivered the offenders into his hands. 
This had the effect of detecting one of the ruffians, 
whoy being sent to the metropolisi was punished by 
the loss first of his right hand and then of his head. 
The other accomplbhed his escape. 

The few days which we had been told it might 
be necessary for us to abide in this region, in order 
to bring the Queen of Sicily to reason, were in the 
long run magnified into as many months— as that' 
princess pleaded, in the first instance, the un- 
timely season, and in the second, want of money, 
as preventives to her departure. These two pleas, 
however, having been put aside by time and cir- 
cumstances, ill-health was next advanced in way 
of excuse ; but this ground was likewise overruled 
by the decision of Dr. Calvert, so that at length, 
(at the beginning of June,) her Majesty found it 
inevitable to embark on board a Sicilian frigate, 
wherein she was conveyed (under the protection 
of a British line-of-battle ship) to Constantinople, 



AN OPFrCBB. 808 

imd thence^ tts is ^ell knoWB, travelled oyer-kvid 
to Vienna. These vessefe had been lying foT 
upwards of two months in a small creek near the 
point of her residence. 

Dnring onr tedious stay in Aese parts, 1 .once 
obtained a leave of absence, enabling me to 
visit Palermo, whi<^, by foUowiog a short cat 
across the mountains, I reached in one day. It 
was incunibent on me, however, to return speedily, 
and I had no further opportunity of eluding 
the intolerable dulness of our residence at 
Santa Margarittay ilrhence, to the unspeakible joy 
of all parties, we broke up en the 17di of May, 
1813, at midnight, aad arrived, nelt morning at 
nine, at - Corleone. In order to avoid, this time, 
lodging with the moilks, I looked out for a tavern, 
but could find none that wais at all desirable ; for 
travellers here, as in Spain, make it a rule to carry 
their provisions with them ; and consequently, in 
these inns there is nothing to be met with but che* 
colate, wine, and water. On the present occasion 
I wanted neither of the former, but was compelled 
to pay as much as if I had taken bodi. Even in 
Palermo itself there is only one decent inn to be 
found, and that is kept by an Englishwoman. 

On the 20th, the tiocipa once more reached the 
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capital, and tranqaillity was but slightly disturbed 
dariog our stay, in spite of the measures which 
had been deemed necessary. Some anxiety was 
indeed felt in anticipation of the approaching 
Rosalia festivali and many reports tended to excite 
alarm. A few days after my return to Palermo a 
circumstance occurred which abundantly proves 
how common the practice of wearing stilettos is in 
that town. On changing a lodging which I had 
occupied outside the city, I despatched two pri- 
vates of the battalion upon certain commissions ; 
after they had executed these, the men adjour- 
ned to an adjoining cabaret, where, owing to their 
ignorance of the language, they got into dispute 
with a Sicilian. While this dispute was going 
on, I arrived near the spot, and found half a dozen 
fellows, with daggers in their hands, following each 
of my men, who, already bleeding fast, were hur- 
rying towards the nearest guard. I hastened my 
pace, and the first person whom I encountered 
was a priest, very complacently surveying the 
afiair! Annoyed at the nonehalance of this 
man, I reproached him bitterly therewith, and 
having at length succeeded in stimulating him, he 
interposed and addressed a few words to his coun* 
trymen, which had the result of quieting them im- 
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mediately. Scarce a week passed, in fact, with- 
out some of our troops being poniarded ; and if 
vengeance were not taken by ourselves, it was in 
vain to look for it elsewhere, as the assassins had 
no difficulty in finding shelter with their priests. 
Thus, about a twelvemonth previously, a servant 
of Lord Stewart, then English Commander-in- 
Chief, was murdered in the open street. The 
guard, without loss of time, pursued the assassin, 
but he obtained sanctuary in a monastery, the door 
of which was instantly locked. Lord Stewart de- 
manded the surrender of the culprit, but without 
efiSeet, and he found it necessaiy to advance agdnst 
the place with a company of English grenadiers, 
whereupon the gates were opened, and the 
criminal discovered concealed behind the altar. 
— XTpon the arrival of our troops a prohibition had 
been issued against the wearing of daggers, and 
the men had received directions to arrest every 
individual upon whom they found such an. instru- 
ment. The regulation was, nevertheless, eluded, 
and stabbing remorselessly carried on. 

The degree of power arrogated by the priests over 
the mass of the community is illustrated by the fol- 
lowing instance :— -It was no uncommon sight to ob- 
serve groups of idlers lying about upon the ground 
engaged in gambling. On passing such a group, an 
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ecclesiastic voold go up and in a peremptory tone 
require the delivery of the caiids. ^ith much llti- 
tniKty, these vere uniformly rendered, and Ihe 
gamblers, ' kissing the hand of the priest, would 
meekly entreat absolution, whilstf he coolly pocketed 
the cards and walked away ! 

As on the days of the pirtronr-saints every thing 
was combined to give sotemnity to their cele- 
bration, the Prior- had' in varioas instances solicited 
of the Colonel the use of onr* military band; so 
much had our stay here tended to liberalize the 
notions of' the Catholic clergy, who, ten years be- 
fore, would have deemed it sacrilege to enlist 
any portion - of a heretic sbldiery into the celebra- 
tion 6f' their- festivals. 

^he feast 6f St/Rosalia now -approached: but 
instead of awaiting the anniversary,- the anticipated 
disturbances exploded several days before — ^Whe- 
ther intentbn&Uy or prematurely I cannot pretend 
to determine. Certain, however, it is, that in the 
latter days of June the mob accumulated, and 
raised cries of '' Down with tfate English constitu- 
fion! We have no bread ! Down with the Par- 
liament r* At' the same time, a desperate assault 

* A parliament had been sammoned under the protection of 
the English General, and the Crown-Prince proclaimed Re- 
gent. 
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was made upon the public prisoo, with a view to 
the liberation of those confined therein, but the 
^ardour of the assailants was checked by virtue of 
sundry pieces of artillery being drawn up in front 
of that edifice. Several bakers' shops, however, 
were broken into and plundered, and many indi- 

were afterwards executed, and their heads placed 
over the arches of the city gates — a barbarous 
practice, gradually becoming obsolete amongst 
civilized states, and now almost confined to the 
savages of Constantinople. 

It may be as well here to remark that, so 
far from being burdensome, the residence of the 
English troops was actually beneficial to this me- 
tropolis — inasmuch as they brought money into 
circulation. Every citizen who could spare any 
portion of his dwelling had been called on to state 
the same to the Quarter-Master-General, where- 
upon some of the staff, or other officers, were 
lodged there, which accommodation was liberally 
remunerated : — even the monasteries wherein the 
British forces were quartered received correspond- 
ing pay. Add to this the various subsidies, and 
the cash spent by the soldiers in different articles 
either of utility or luxury, and the result must ne- 
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oessarily appear favonrable to the inhabitants. 
Besides^ the very object of our being there was 
to keep off the French^ who, as is well known, 
nniformly lived at free quarters in the countries 
they invaded. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Festival of St Rosalia— Presenratioii of seyeral thousand dead 
Bodies in an Angnstine Monastery — Re-conquest of Naples 
and Departure of tlie King for that City — ^Traits in the Cha- 
racter of the SicUians-^Vindictire Propensities— New Mode 
of settling an Affair of Honour — ^The national Shyness as to 
Foreigners— Departure of the Minority of the English Troops 
— Account of Two Visits to Mount Etna whilst in i^ State of 
Eruption* 

The festival of Rosalia (the patron-saint of Pa* 
lenno) extends from the 7th to the 14th of Jaly. 
According to the legend, her saintship had earned 
this distinction on account of her meritorious con- 
duct during a period of pestilence ; and on the 
present year it was thought advisable to celebrate 
the festival with peculiar solemnity, as symptoms 
of plague were understood to have exhibited them- 
selves on the adjacent island of Malta. For seve-* 
nd previous weeks various preparations had bc^n 
making in different parts of the city, and at two 
o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th the ceremonies 
commenced. A recapitulation of these would be 
very tiresome to the reader; we shall therefore 
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content ourselves with statmg that the triamphal 
car whereon the image of the saint appeared in all 
her glory was exceedingly rich, the crowd exceed- 
ingly devouty and the Protestant spectators exceed- 
ingly ennay6s.* There was an iUnmination of three 
nights, wherein, among other shows. Mount Eina 
was burned in effigy ; and, what was stiQ better 
than all this, the festival went off without the 
kasl symptooL of iasoxreetiAB* 

b the neigfabonrfaeod • of my residence at Pa- 
lermo stands an Angastine monastery, wherein 
upwards of ten thousand bodies have been kepi in 
a state of preservation in a subterranean vault. 
They stand in rows, as if livings and the uame is^ 
attached to each. Tim connexions of tiie, de- 
ceased ace admitted at any time, bat the aaniver- 
sfury of St. A.ug;ustine is the favourite period forr 
visiting, this, receptacle, and for a fortnight .piBeyioiU: 
whole crowds of pei^e^^including rich and poor > 
— ^high-born and lo wr— old and young — throng thir 
ther, counting; their beads as they go, in order txy, 
pray. for the reppse of the dead; but on the Saiofa* 
day. itself every avenue to themonast^ is Uocled. 
up with candidates for admission, andiuitheeve*. 
ning high mass is celebrated, whilst the whole of, 
the church, the monastery, and the vault is bjd)<>, 
liantiy illuminated. 
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In the spring of 1814i great 'pr^ajcatiaiis were 
mad^ fov the rercofiq^iieriipig of Naf^s; tbese h^ 
tbe benefiQial result of drawing off tb^ rttentioi^ 
of the disaffected ; and, ooivseqnentljr, all the Eogr 
lish foveaa (with the e](cce|>tian of our battalion and 
some few otiber tcoops) . were employed on an ex^ 
pedition to. the Nec^olitan capital. When aU waa 
ready. for embarkation, a fir^ broloe out on i board 
one of the transports^ which oecaaioQed a gireat 
deal of damage and delayed the proceeding^« 
Sjoma months after tiie capture of Naples had 
been effected; the Kiag set sail in or^.once nwre 
to take possession pf his continenlaJi dMiiinons# . It 
was a beautiful aCtemoop when two English line^ 
oft battle ships :wd a frigate^ all their, sails set^^lay^ 
to, before the shore. At three o'cloi^k, jiistMajest}[ 
arrived at the Marine-square, where he entered a 
boat and proceeded to tha. ships under, a ];pyal 
salute. This interesting spectacle called to the 
minds o£ myself and my comrades our. separatiea 
from our native land, and encouraged in. us hopes 
that we also should, ere long, be enabled to greet 
it once more. 

The character of^ the Sicilians is strongly tine* 
tared with choleric and revengeful feelmgs^.and 
the expressive nature of their language is woU 



calonbited to somsatmt mksJaemfktifmM* «Mn *liw 
moit aocomplkhed of the mlAvw h^iUftm nol^to 
yent ihm anger or apleea id vi|llfl»t4^^|A^^;]» Ami 
public stroets. Ajt the Uttjak»'tim»f^jfo0i» Mft 
tremely fond of conu^^qpon ^^ $£Qfh itnmmpm 
—a method of warfare more conyenioqAithaHihii? 
Qonrable. The folIowi]^ini»di|tit.m^;«ai;i^a| a 
proof of their aUoGhmeui ^ opwJifHltiUtyrhfWlM 
officer of the BnuBwick huMam had j^ailc|^l)lkil^ 
insulted by a poUce*ageilt, wha<had> bai^ ^Mni4 
pelled to make as pnblic an apology i a»m%rQgai^\ 
vatiimy howeyer, appearing lA.thiAi; the iSmoei re^ 
solyed to eheUenge his aasiilant^ whieb-coming 4^ 
the ears of the latter, he ensconced, hii^elt cap- 
tiously in his house, which he got filled with armed 
men, and at length contriyed to abstract himself 
altogether from the town. 

The Sicilians are not a yery hospitable people. 
Seyeral of our officers who had learnt to speak tbe 
language fluently, and flattered themselyes that 
they might consequently stand a chance of gaining' 
admission into families, found little or no encoa- 
ragement given to their advances. >^ 

In the spring of the ifoUowing year, 1815, all 
the British troops, with the exception of our batta- 
lion,^ were despatched to Genoa, in order to cap* 
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tare and oeenpy Aat city, dtas leaving Pal^mo 
almost wholly destitote of die red coais, who had 
for so loi^ a period held the upper hand there. The 
few sddiers remaining behind were scarcely snffi-* 
Gient to keep watch over the treasury and arsenals 
id the army. 

I was very desirous^ during my stay upon this 
island, to have an opp(»rtunity of visiting Mount 
Etna whilst in a state of eruption, but in that wish 
I was not indulged. The following account is 
from the pen of a friend ; and as the phenomena 
it describes are amongst the most interesting 
scenes of Sicily, I trust no apology will be neces- 
sary for introducing it. 



ACCOUNT OF TWO VISITS TO MOUNT ETNA, 
WHILST IN A STATE OF ERUPTION. 

We were quartered in Syracuse, and were 
sitting at table, at six o'clock in the evening, 
when some person burst into our apartment, and, 
in a hurried manner, informed us that Etna was 
eompletdiy e&vebped in flaoMs. The company 

P 
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tl|^r^t,for Bomfi tip»,— the fi^iy s^rwrn l^lTWt W 
thre9 s^ptUBjl^ dirvipm}, J^l4 th^,.fil^ afepy^,4jj!m 
h^pdft apppaiing blood-wd.. .j ^^ 

On the fioUowing morpingp a partx ^^q^Glpeirs^ 
(ipcliiding myself) engaged a bofit,.aml «^q^ ^ 
Q^tamp ^here we ^rri^^d at^ thfr^ie a'^op^L iii. ^^ 
aftmwm. Guides a^d. mtd^s yffm fqi^m^ f^f^ 
cujred ; and haying fiimi^bed QursielKe^; wjBtfv VKf^ 
sipfm, ^e comioeaced oqr joom^y to &e |i$e .^t, 
sey^^a Q'cbokj p. m. The djifi^aaee froiQ. Qj^jb^j^d^u 
ta.tjh^ paint qC tjbe eraption^was ^bputeigblpe^ c^ 
twenty nules^ and the night as wann,^ aigr in^th^ 
miontb of July, in Germwy. The moon gave ^ 
b^^ight ^nd steady lustre ; and by two wxt morp^ 
iqg wereaohed Soffinano, a village lying in a xpo^ 
regipui between seven and eight miles frouji, ^ 
spot w.e were travelliis^ to. Already, .at f^sL^^m^ 
we h^d plson^y distinguished the c|»cUing , $f^ 
];U9hiDg of the firq, apd as we appro«u)l)ed>]||OQ& 
nearly to the agitated mountain the roarings noisj^ 
increased, uutil, at length, it rese^ble4 ibmnd^lt^ 
and expeed^d the report from a. battery ^f, a hiK)r^ 
djped eannon. As we jourjqpyed . on, iyj^^a^e- 
stficl^^ silence, s|«ddenl]( th^ bfjg|b^.ipopa< 4w^» 
hq£.JI»orn&..b6neatb a rolling n^msa pf^n)(^fb:i»>^ 



the ^Are of tfie ffamiiig volcano 1iBoain«r'iiioi^' 
fia^tfU and nneartUy; The only roail^ {Avi* 
Sofifrano up the monntam was that wfaidiliad been^ 
beatetfi but by the goatherds andfbeir diai^s: it 
was raggedy precipitous, and unsnce, Verng strew- 
ed *wi& loose stones and pieces o^'lava, wi^ich 
[dipped from uodenieaA db feet andock^astoned 
s^ral of nfey companioiiS'to stmnble, tbongh? nei-^ 
ther;of 'Aem, forttznattely, received material injtrry. 
Besides these obstructioos, liie fienje" flames^ wfaicb 
occasionally burst forth with renewed fticy;' fiurly 
bfinded* us» whSst the palpable darkness whereidr 
these eager emissaries were ab8ori)edy and* which 
wrapped every other quarter of th^ heftvi^^ Was 
starding from the powerfol contrast, and bett^^^NMi 
the one and the other; we were ntteriy unable to 
s^e ' any sarrouoding object. Under Ihese'eircunl-' 
stinc^, the guides^ parties of wfaombbtik ptef* 
obded' and foHowed' us, shouted to eaeh'oAer; in 
6rderio keep the company fh>m separaftion, which; 
nevertheless, in' spite of (heir endeavOun; ffid 
actually take place. We lAet again, howev^^r;* at 
the extreme point of aseent, winch we aitiVed'itf, 
aflJiMr great exertion, about foar o'clock; d.nTi 

TVoM the' spot which we had now reached, this 
gtaad'phenom^ott of nature was displaced iki" alt 
itiS'glooiny majesty beffire u^. We paused; Hp^U^ 

p 2 
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bonoA itilii iidliiMlioQ and wonder: The spectacle 
MMJMily'^MdM'? tstA it was^gaid, tiiatmo erdp- 
tuiii*«<|ii«ffly^peweiftfthad occutted fo^ a t^onMder- 

' Oneof lU cratetskry far above otir Irt*ads iti 
Hw'CcM t^giotii and ad it ims' itti!poi;MU6'to'ai^ 
tiaftuAb»tbe brntiont of the momtaifa/itie litteUm 
$Mth' flowed I fibiB' this apertcire' appeared as 'if 
fkAtaMtoaif-Qioatiii^ iViMBB oitt the iieai?iem theni^ 
mIyIm:' die 'principal sMrt off the era^tiiib was 
Mvclk lowar. Thete* is a rock hel^ sb^d^ like* a 
ttt^ft^» aad eaasequeally denomiaaied JT ^ofW di 
Jlfezalhi^r en both sides of this rock; tbe angrf 
itlbfltitlda! vomited its boiling masses witb'inGredF- 
fcfe; violence—a fiery fonntain • playing, as it were, 
lU^ti^ <tbe flinty bosom of the Tori^. TVom^one 
tif ^Aies^ openings, stones of a bnnd^^ "irieight 
flew out, and fell again with stonning reverbem^ 
ti^tf : Mt*^' ttH^towei^' remained knuidv^able—as 
tfi-Aiidhit^y'S^fying the principle of d«sl!i^u^tion. 
''^^o^'pi^^seiit-dMtanoe from the actual seat of Ae 
^ftiptidbt might' have been some tbonsand i9teps, 
^Mi'li^Me we^'could' plainly ^finguish Hie altera- 
iS€ri1h>thfd aspect rf the" lava, whicfc,' 6nJ'its»^flt* 
di^^t^r j^lo^is Kke fiq«dd^t^,'bat a($ IT recedes 
Mtf itb«^rbterlb€)^6tiies^adddlly -MicE'^IIddShes 
ifpWttrefc (al«b<}lgb^mtber''slb<^y)<^i(liuiii)^ 



%c^Tri9akipg way qv.^ ©y^iy. qtyi^^wUttb itnmxtf 

it; i3io,jtoe0 immediately ^ia[|4.t)^..««tl(brp(>8i^ 
literally trembles, as if struck wiftfeiurii^^fbi pt^Or 
l^nMWt aptatioo, qf fcer ^ptwla. Wii^hrtBatttlon, 
lu)]ir^:irer> v^ fiwid OHrsply^. enabled to i4vaM9 
almp^t close to ibe }aya«'Ciirr^» .and mfyit'B^m0 
flff ^v 4H>mpaDy bad. snffipient temieriljFi toiliglit 
tbri^ m^ersefaaiuwi tberMtt«HJii» turned .o«l>f lAii 
fi^^^».>tQ;J»a?e been fatli^..ha8savdofi8: thou wis9y «i 
(jipyieaiperiaQced iDooAvonienfie fyom ibo eAnyi^ 
(^ ^Q ktimstoBi^ At daWAfof ilay» theii9le«d9»r 
^,:tbe 3oena waxed dim, and tke flamficb Hi^ 
si^iidd^riog gbosts, crept back agm i9tQ..^„r(»r 
PfUMsoC.the .voIoana;..we tbeisafbr^ deemed it iif 
V9i»g^r h)terQ^tiQg to remaia; and ffie^\^y(^if 
poiisideiiabte aspiratioa after beeekfimty miAe i^ 
im>id:a.4escieata9poasible» = , 1,0 ;,. 5 

^;..Cat$ipia is,, without exoeptiMi, opo «£.tbe 9M)^t 
bf«mtifuJt towns in Europe. Th0'a^ro^«p:^4iii1? 
«lMsb^ .aiidae?eral of them lined withira^late 
p^lneei^. whUst the trading part of thO) p|ane|.w* 
i^fi^H gieateir marks of opulencQ than wqF ^ther 
jteirajofSicMy-^Palermo exceptedt J^contnina 
4ii»»ini¥eisity« itageUier with several nOsf^aammSa/^'' 
,^m^Bii san^ .{Kns^fisei) the (^yiik^ ,of exenvtti^ 
JpfiWifUDj^ ( miUtary/ gaiveraor or< gBgmfia^ i^tPS m 



mmt to llMo^'Bbta, 'it<b» oAeii %e#n'nltiJiriM%y 
tiiK e te of «ttdiqiiak»y>ttfld'al one oF-tpo/epbchs 
cottpMaly iips0l; lut hm jf&i ^mtiebi^ tMa^ ilK 
idles tinlh AdA bettuty; Tii^ yeflptt 1665 ted 
mS wcm pifftieulaiiy mniew ^ G&tpini^snl 
tanjtey pihogi itUI gwnam inm^ii^pffiwjt aftttoi -» 
I fiflited the cMter 4if Etna «l aiioAev ponit^jar 
time. AflAettttiafaiSidiiyaieiiotdidydeteataUbt, 
but at ike same tune xaxely to be aoet .-vatlii evMi 
aach as'tkey ana, it it indiipeiiaalde^ jb travcffiagv 
to cany ererj nqainte wMi ^new—The read tmm 
tfeamia rvm, for the moBt part, «d<nif tiboiaes. 
The ftitplaoe of aay importonoe on As isoate ia 
'Salietth, beloagiag toa priooe of dnt name^ Wm 
next arrive atTomeDa, {formerly Kaxps^) i^iiieii 
exhibits an extraordinary instance of tha caprieBs 
of destiny^ it is said to have taum posseteed 
IIM^OOO Ghreek inhabitants^ hvtt is now wioBeAito 
a' meve Vretcbed assemblage 4)f hats, not •daaa 
sny tMng «xist to iadioito ita fomaer gmndear 
eteept i^ovte waUHpiaserved rains of 'aQ>ianianiJl 
tiieatp^t 'i\Ad town was damriished by- the Soakseaa 
im the year 1380^' > •'•'"••* 

'On asoendiflg b%ber, the travefleB>i»achB8 Ikt 
ffiotfttltevy iKicaio$i» and about a qaorter ofiaileagM 
bey<md^4Mi», a-lava-field presents itseif > • miuch an^ 
jMit)M'a(i«3lf^ght th0 aspeot ^f a^i»saanUi«Uil| 
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^«mVe«^ JBxed^ m if by tbe> rtid of d'Bmgicjan, whilst 

td a. forest bdiongitig %o the Prinea of Palettap., 
L .1 '{intf my eompfoions bad Idread)" found jit 
tasceasary td^ piit cm t^iur great coals — so di£Pe»ent 
4id the atmospbere beoome oi^ our asoeAt iato the 
litgber regioii t but iioW the cold waci Uo ibteiide, 
tinft -we found it requisite to betake oai^elves to 
innr mantles Kkewise, whilst one of our mule* 
dnVferSy a young lad of twelve years of age, fell 
«pen ibe earib, completely bemimbed. Thiis did 
we coiitimie gradually to ascend^ I may say^ almost 
wHbout metaphor, to the very akj ; and the fea* 
td/es c£ the scene grew quite savage, and withal 
io gbomy, that we could scarce see five steps 
beyond us. 

At a distance of about five miles from fhe era- 
iery atoads a small hbuse; this we reached aft^ 
oight^fiskU; and here it appeared as though w^ 
fliood upon an island — whilst underneath our feet 
luge masses of i^ud rolled and heaved like the 
resOesB-' waves of ocean, and over*head, the 
moon and stars once more sailed majestically, 
biving escaped from tiieir ve^ory concealmtot. 
Meantime silence profound, primeval, death- 
like, oontributed to invest every surrounding ob^ 
ject vriSx additional solemnity, and to impress puir 



mMfiJvMl .1^ feeUng that me ^«irf),^ai5^4vAx«ii 
aU/9th0rMviBg.beii)ga.. . . , .p u^ni Mdl ->- 
: Wi^ hsA mot stood iipott t]»A<'apo|(>ii^o9Qnlfe^ 
iWiistefl^ 3iihc» the crater sesmeA itaMgi? i^P^mrr 
tiopf tiy .tiutQwiiV up yastm0S4^r^i#toA^,tQMll 
explosion bnrstiiig on the ear like aivf^iMd.pf»iWl9^ 
and scattering the silence as the uprising sun dis- 
pels the darkness of night. About four o'clock, 
a. m. the clouds which had filled the air both below 
and around us began to dissipate, and we resumed 
our progress to the very point of the crater afoot, 
being obliged to spring from one firm spot to 
another. Underneath the crater, are several small 
fissures : into one of these I plunged my stick, 
and on drawing it out again, found it completely 
covered with brimstone. We had now to proceed 
along a road formed of ashes, which stratum we 
understood to be uncommonly deep; a kind of 
path exceedingly irksome to the traveller. 

The sun, as we attained the summit of our ad- 
venturous expedition, was just in the act of lifting' 
his broad disk over the horizon, and it would re- 
quire an abler pen than mine to paint in its true 
colours the enchanting scene which its rays deve-* 
loped. The whole kingdom of Sicily lay before us 
spread out like a map : besides which, the eye 
commanded the region of Calabria, the island of 



M alttaV '016' iipatitiir dtid %^u the Idbidttf fe]Mtid»1 
—The crater itself is about four niite^ ^ X^i^etlAk^ 
fbrence; finA lrheti''tktt'?iriiM i^ liM ^^trftr^, it 

44iieh af^' Wdkt^ily <a|i^fora« ^ent'liefigfat d^d^fMI 
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CHAPTER XXSI. - u 

■ • 

EmlMMrkatioii for Oanoa***Toqchuis M NapWs fw CiBVFvy-*^^ 
Aspect of that Metropolis from the Sea— NeanolitaAt pafifi 
—San Carlos— The Maseum>-EzcaTated Towns^DeScrii^ 
- tion of Oenoa-— Deaf aitd Daoib SchooI^General 'Peace— 
Bepartofe for Englaadi aad teace for Genaanf— Attital'lU 
the Mouth of the Ems— Conclosioiu 

At the end of Jaiie» 1815» after a xesklence' o£ 

■ 

three years in the island of Sicily, we likenriM 
received instroctions to embark for Genoai aAd.i^tt 
the lltb of July set sail from Palermo. Aa^Wfi 
werje imattended by any coavoy^ and U. v&a.noC 
deemed expedient to attempt tha entire ^oyagjci 
without onoi p^rtii^ularly «s several large cruises 
had be^n. fitted out from the island of .Elba and 
hfid captured sundry English vessels, it was d^^ 
cided that ^e should first proceed to Naples, whero 
we arrived after an agreeable passage (though rah 
ther long for the distance) of five days* It waft, 
a lovely summer morning when we ran.in. between 
the isle pf Capri and the maijiland. The • hmj mt 
Napleis if uniiv^raaUy recognisedas one oCtto^ moati 
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beaiitifal in the known worid, and no one can fail 
to be much struck with its first sight. As we en->- 
teredy somewhat towards the left lay exposed to 
view the superb city, with its numerous towers 
and palaces. To the right, just at the foot cff 
Mount Vesuvius, (which formed, itself, an object 
of extreme grandeur rind interest,) lay the tOT^n 
of Portici ; thougli, from on board, that town and 
ttie capital appeared as if massed together. In 
the back-ground rises the ever smoking mouniafai, 
uplifting its awful head into the clouds. 

We anchored next morning near the light-house, 
itt the entrance of the proper harbour of Naples. I 
lost no time in going ashore (accompanied by a friend 
who was acquainted with the place) in order to avail 
myself of the period of our stay, which wias ex* 
Iremety uncertain. Here, as elsewhere, the first 
mirvements after stepping ashore are impeded 
by a swarm of fellows who crowd about proiTeiihg 
Iheir services, though these certainly were neith'et 
SO" wretched-looking nor so importunate as I found 
their caste in Lisbon. Among thoi^e peculiariifes 
of the place that at once attracted my notice^ were 
the carriag'es in use, which might either be driven 
by a coachman or by the party himself who Mtei 
one of them. In the latter case, the coachmaiii 
nuts' aelito^de/ whence it m^ hb inferred 4iat 



HuKeif'IilttecapiieilijnfA ^pmd Of tibaBtfimiowf 
imzlanm, I mm ieni^ ififlii;* m tiiegrib^Aibeof 
carefiollf 'ioQ0i|MiidtedlijMiiEat;tui:tha nliifc8.t0f Jbv 
.wnqr. ' On die, Snndayi'th^jatieeialieietaMimfid 
M* be- quiet enMgh ;^b«t^Qli dvetj^'^thcbr dayiofftiie 
tvtokitaft'TO&Uy diflSttdtita penetarte) thrdngh (tbe 
!|niiici|iiikftiiov0ugiifiuael^ tOQ/adceHdE o£^diqiiifuII»- 
pllril^ of peopte: who tUDD^Iliem^ ".I <.n<j.ni>4l m- j 
Ste ofiBTA^iamse : «f • Son Qailos eitcteie4^ • n^ 
*tlMr..Aaih fell under, -dl} -my antiiipatidiiai /THie 
MdmBtniTWU AQpfslrb, iUidit&.efEeot ringnhtwj' ioitt- 
mvcb as (from the skilful lOdiuilriiBtiikiicrf^^ the 
adifice^ Ae'oiiuie soifnded; as;filraiig«i!tld}iigil the 
koMat^uid: beea empty!,! altiMiiig^ ^ ^wHscditeryiy 

i . VhtffiBqfeimi had bfiles ^gieatljr. odaif^dolig^ flas 

4te^<jEuid2ailentma of Kipg<Jba<fhidi^atHfcefrittiQd 
(iviiliiiliNHnoljriaf-aiitaqbituib wfaichtibadbob^tti'^eli. 
jbf^iitnd^t)B^;wd<iie<t» wd Eawyeikj OBKi>UiaBe 
,fBbiMdf.tftW88:I did Bot'ti«gIeipt;lo^|>a]i at itisit^-iits 
iHis^tm*^ to Pdfiioi^ > Th^ ^road tbiUiee n liufwi-'iKili 
^beoni^id^U^ Oathe/xighttiif Uacbodsk sbetdied 
>ob^ ^flfmwikfi ^led t9rilj|i,;sbi^Hi9[)Lllfi«\4fcef^Ilsil 
,|a«iftr»2dm(gig«ittc <v(]Ac8ii^ > M \S^i^iN^imkt 

bvhei^imetMfteirlM^ ak Ifft bJiiMflfe^idw 
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«t aBbhotfin'Ihe layoff litjkiSi fsAMlthi^fsodi^ 
fkAdm of /flite t»fa(miikaii4ik Qmnck, VvhinkriBb 
Y^hed ki t^ 'ddj^f ^litiav^*:' 'iisivpig^ >uBQetgvKie 
^uanoituie^' at tnaaU '^e'/^Blwnr'' pehnitt^d tpngo 
aifadve/oii tbculSflief Augnit, XlMiaspeot>c£;1te 
idlyit^dLitlt baUrsiB^no^ a)gtM A^dlAblmek^id Aat 
^viNapte.'^ He >bay }of Cbiidai ia 'iidtfifr^ ibqt 
the harbour largBr .filial' tUd. of/ tfe foipifir |ilisii<|- 
•poli9> iod' the ^tbfwii^liefir msre-'aMf^faitkeaMbimy. 
Biifor&iihe ii^alb of the ^lace the liit9eat<.Aip»fbf 
the' line! niajF, owiog to the ^leplh of the wiin m, 
atfelgr^riieiai'aBehon .0.$% 

>.^lli0"hiOiiBes:in:die best- parts of Gkttoa 'hive 
>Aeur>exteffiaii8 |iaiQJted in a sty)e'i«ally^iiilap«al^- 
tisticaly and it would scarce reqtiire miKh fltrififta 
00 fi^cjF tio^iioKagjiie oiieaetf ^MdUaif itttttpiilAire- 
lgdknir iilste^d dfthe open street liuiyoof ^^tbe^ 
-atareetay bit the other haod» ^to so ofimmiktlilno 
iwddiagg can fttBl^ ditioagk them^ aAd^^-g town ^ 
;<tfiati jt/ is ]|eqe8ial7 to bum oanllaa ^nlididif . 
(Dvrii^iihf staji' in the pbiee, the^Kiill of *itoduUh 
lenlaQatt and took pdside^sioti «f it^; -ikk f^vmi, 

Tlikewite,>iiiade h^r^mtrift; ^nfl ifa^ ecikuktmi^ obte- 
Tfaraited/'withfbddt^i&u^inf 'in ^ bi9, mudfiailiifit, 
^teiidtli^ t^s<lilMies^^ re^oic^ The^<E}efl»efie 
wend/ ittfafrtiljf «rbd^ c# FrMph >d«aiMiiti^t *ibRl 
<i^bn4»ii]btithttilatterw«9tf ittasl^ '^jlffb^^dt^d 
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the Eaglish duty ijfing^ before it^ Boni^arte wa» 
bimit in effigy* 

During my sojourn at Genoa, I visited an admi«^ 
itaUe asylnm fiir the deaf and dvmb, ivbelr^ y/tkre 
eighteen yontfaSi whode edaeortion had been • ad<^ 
Tanced to a most extmcnrdinary pitih, con^deiifi^ 
their natural disqaalifications. One of 'them 'Wioi* 
pardcnlariy accompKriied, being able to tfdad said 
imte Frenefa, Italian, Latin, aiid' Greek. 

Abont the beginhing of December, 1S15« re^- 
ports were spread that onr stay ^oirid not be of 
much longer duration in Genoa ; as, &9img to ^ 
condnsion of a general peace, a considerable tci«- . 
dnction of the British army was Hkely to take 
place, in which of course the German iLe^ft 
would participate; and thus the opiportnittty iso 
anxiously desired, and far awhile so little expected; 
be afforded us, of returning to our beloved cradtryij ^ 
Tlus information was indeed not quite so welcome 
as it would otherwise have been, on adcount ef the * 
dreary season of the year, and the injurious effects 
wUch a sudden rei^oval from the burning soutirt6 1 
a severe noitiiem dimale was calcizloted to paro^.« 
dace upon our heaUh. We should nevertheksa i 
havef started in the asiddle of December, (ao*^ 
c6rding^ to' Ae ordefrs which wfere ooifimunicfited'^ 
to us,) had liot ite condtict of ih^ Qat^&Uta^ 
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gi(MNBrB]iiaiit o«oasioned ^ursc^oiirn tobe]Nro(mttedv 
and we thus approached the more faroiirable :aaft« 

sum* .;.'.. ....... 1 

•It hadl>€ien ^itipmlated between Aie Btfitidi and 
S^ii»an governmeDts^ that the latter was totaJie 
tj)0 faarses of the Brnnswiok hussars, as also tho 
triw -of arlillerj belonging to the German Legion; 
at. » certtdn yalnalion. This treaty, however, wm. 
disregarded ; and it therefore became neeessaiy ta 
obtain fresh instructions from England, the tenor 
of which directed the horses to be put up for poUie 
sate. AH this occupied time, and die spring 
gradually came roand* Meanwhile the necessary 
trai»q>orts were provided, by the i^are of Greneral 
Maefar)ane< 

On the nth of February, 1616, we embarked^ 
and» foiming a fleet of eight transports, rad out of 
the^ harbour of Crenoa, with a heavy nortb-wesi; 
wind* which was indeed so violent afr to reqmr e all 
the cavtioii of the sailors to avoid striking against 
one of the towers at the mouth of the harbour* 
Dmvbn by thi» boisterous, though fevourabta^ 
breeze, we arrived at xnidiiight in ttie Gulf of 
L^HMis, in wUch iempestCious anchorage we rid out 
a gale, and continued the space cf three days^ We 
tUev|ireeeeded to- Gtbxnltftr, where we remained 
t^ro^ibys^IODger; and wlienonthepeintofsailin|;t 



our captain received oniem to suspend (fperations^ 
as the governor was desirons of increasing pur pom-, 
pavy by the addition of a be^ntifol leopard, sent, 
as a present to the Prince B^g^p^. Qiir, new 
aBmsmate being safely stqwed op boai4 in fm jm: 
iMnsfB cage, the. signal was. made, and yiiih a.far 
f owable wind we emergpd froin the ^Strai)!; mH 
entered the Atlantic* 

After a stormy passage^ we ant^ipred Ofeair thjp 
Mother Bank, by Spithead ; and having, after qna- 
rantine, sailed towards land, I once more, and 
for the last time, set my foot on English groond— ^ 
though but for a short period, as it had been ar- 
ranged that we should re-embark for Germany on the 
iGrst fair wind. Consequently, I had barely time to 
look at the storehouses, arsenal, &c. and was 
quite unable to visit the metropolis, which I would, 
fain have done, if possible. 

Our departure was, indeed, abrupt ; for I was 
awakened in the middle of the night, by an intima- 
tion that the wished-for breeze had suddenly sprung, 
up, and that my presence on board was requisite 
ibrthwith. By nine o'clock a, m, we weighed an^*. 
ohor, and with a south-west wind quitted the diore 
of Albion, and entered the mouth of the Ems. 
The quarantine laws were now again put into force, . 
quite unnecessarily,'' and to oiyr. inconceivable nui*. 



sance, 'tiiiis tying ifi idght of oar beloved coan%, 
atfd ^^t'tiot danbg' t6 spring ashore. " * ' 

'^ At length," ih6 Wished-fbr moment attived, We 
put-off* in boats f^bm the i^ip, and, after air ab* 
s^iice ofk^i^ ^ears, I once agsdn greets tiMft 
soil df Genrmany. The batt^on wheretd Ivnm 
attached, 'Vis 'nOtr/-wltfr another (the 6th), whfeh 
had accompanied us from Genoa, dispetsed; and 
T sef otf, fuirbf bope and joy, for iny native town. 

* V. • • . r < * * 
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I. 

THE MILITARY SKETCH BOOK, Reminiscences of 
Seventeen Years in the Service, Abroad and at Home. By an 
Officer of the Line. In 2 vols, post 8vo. IL Is. 

Among other Sketches in this "Work will be found— First 
Week in the Service— Nights in the Guard-house— Joomal of 
a Campaign at the Horse Guards — Mess Table Chat— Duelling 
IB the Service — Absent without Leave — Recollections ot the 
last Campaign in the Peninsula — ^The Hussar and the Com- 
missary—The Half-pay Captain — Old Charley — Rations, or 
else— Infernal Duty — The Fate of Young Gore — RecoUections 
of the Walcheren Expedition—Geraghty's Kick— The Battle 
of the Grinders — Eccentricities of the late Morris Quill — Holjr 
Orders — The Coup de Grace — A Volunteer of Forty* &c. &c. 

2. 

THE NAVAL SKETCH-BOOK ; or, Service Afloat and 
Ashore, with Characteristic Reminiscencest Fragments, and 
Opinions. By an Officer. Second Edition, with considera- 
ble Additions. In 2 vols, post 8vo. 18s. 

Contents : — Middy's First Day Afloat — Naval Discipline-^ 
Corporal Punishment — Sketches of Naval Society — Club- 
House Mania — Naval Anomalies — Coast Blockade — Jack a 
Statesman — Inventions of Captains Pakenham, Phillip8» 
Trnscott, Hays, Burton, and others — Naval Judges — Benbow 
on the Bench — Royal Marines ; their Services — Galley Stories 
— First of June — Comwallis's Retreat— Saints at Sea— Voic« 
from the Deep— Vagaries at Newfoundland — ^Press— Navid 
Contributors — Levee-day at the Admiralty — Port Admiral's 
Dinner — Jack's Eccentricities — Glory, or Glauber Salts— 
Epicuires at Sea— Jack a Leg — Naval Authors -^Admiral 
Ekins— Captains Parry, Franklin* Lyon, Smith, Cochrane^ 
Hall, Heywood, Heathcott, Brenton, and Goldsmith — ^The 
Man-of- War's Man — Naval Tactics and Battles— Tax on Cpm- 
aissions — ^Theatricals — ^Thalia and Melpomene — Mermaids- 
Naval Historian Purged— James's Powders — North-we4t Pas- 
sage— Naval Events since the Accession of George the Third« 

&C&C. 
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and English Armies, •duitegtte Wtd Hil 9pBiA Mtt'PMii^; 
from 1806 to 1816. Written by Himself, and edited by the 
eelebrated Goethe. The SecQid Edition, in 1 toL post 8to. 

9p» 6m* / . ' » , J ,,).'; ,. I ' ' f ' '' '.1 / ^ 

*^ The Aivtntnrtt tff a iWr Jlifi^fi^» totm one 'of '^ moflC.Mte'nfinte^ 
v<l«M«i tre tave 4>r tat« ytmHtak %Ktk . We catf- MA^ W, that tWRittf: 
sfcMkmf iwitt affonW U <«e^ Meitbat mtkl;*' iher ek^nftiU, IP 



»n'i cpafcMkmf ^'M affoitW U <«e^ Meitbat mtkl!*' ihtf ek^nftM, IP 
i^httul efemng, and a banrestyf fd^ol^ j^^col^^oMnl — Bqw^^iWigtH'^i 

THE YOUNG RIFLEHANi'S COMRADE ; a Narrative 

of his Military Adventures, Imcriaonm^L and^ShiawBedE, 
tt'l *oL port 8«,. price *. «&. , *™^y "'^.^f.^Tisi 

ADVENTURES '<tf a fi^ERilBAKr In 'fife nffiN<^ 
ARMY, daring IritCanpaigdsfir iuayj^pldo^t^erteatt^f/RM^ 
&»• frott 1866 to last, writtM by Hiiihtilll^. "Inl rdt* "^dlt 
6vo.98.6d. * • • '»'-' * »• '••'" ^•- 

** Robert Guilleinard, wboK H^emoiit 4n hMt^PftmmMMJ^itKMk^ 
Wit dirnlrn ai a Conicrtpi In 180&. He was sent on ttoard iwn imtV iile| WMa l» 
fleet, and way the man who shot Lord Nelson at thifr taUleiiC Td^lgsr.t r^fib- 
scqriently to which, he witnessed the assassination of nis own . AdmiwA, t^cMadi^ 
iilf whote death he was personally examined by fiuonaparte. H/t Uiei) joioad 
the arrov in Germany, was present att^e taUni^of j^ual^und^ «h4« ii^)Mhin| 
hito^lMRn, was made prisoner by a Guertlla p^rty* Ha»H)g>IPff4» hij tfrfyh 
ha was sent on the Russian Campaign} and, at the battle of Borodino, was 
taken by the Russians, and banished taSiberia, where he remained in capti- 
vity till 1814, when he and a few othenrwere suffered to return. At the time 
of Napoleon's re-appearance from Elba, Guillemard was serringJn tbeJlnke 
of Anfoalf9<^4 9>tmy, in thv Soolh; And destrites tbe m^iJmhn of J»lKo. 
testants at |lUme«. Soon afterwards be a^it(« 4MFb«i|i H|s»|ffl'if^f Ml 
pl«s9 in escapTng fh)m Tbnion to Corsica. Gbiuemam's iTnal campaigii.w«t 
Ih^aiabfittflMS^. after which 'he' retired t4 lifiv native SHMai^ iHtent^tfl 
MemoHa ifce datcxlM The HMtorieal Dooif^titfi, itab^iakfldAb tbo:.Jhate « 
niis ezthiordlnaiy recital, contain spme curious d^t^ys )fit]^f^|i;i5^i]^li^nifq!{^!?,<, 

i PfiDSIiliN AL • N ARR ATrV£8 of tW MDVBfTSfm&S; M 
QBfiBCEr»# JAMBS £m%mo>i, Esq. 0»tt4it Pti<?(^iit6;%^Cs^X 
HaHmHiYs* bin raW post Sv^.' vvfth'a P6ftfal(! df i««'Ohselt 
A^mMbmacM^, ptUje l«s*- ■ " '—■;'• *-^ • "' ^ ^^"V^ 

i1>1lw»r4(.«wiUfte fonud ttn pooet«.4dl.tfafe hHimt toAit^iismka^^* W i 




the attempt to assassinate Mr. Trelawney in theCav^ of'fJrj^sei, ohlroknl 
Parnassus i of the picturesque warfare of the Kleftis and Guerillas, in the wild 
and craggy island-bills ; and of the Mlral engagements between the Grecka 
and their enemies, in some of which Mr. Emerson was pen<mally cpncezned. 



iXlQl^m^WtaAjin^ibm LIFE 6^afiCOaai8£l8e&lMfiR 

1 vol. post 8vO. .a'c ,h;.|^iH 



HEN RY COIrBV&ti, ^ B W BUft LI»0*RQN*'BT ABET. 

CAPTAIN ROGR'8 16TSBRS to the KING« In 1 Vol. 

small iffQi i|iufona,:iriUi Rock's Menoin. 

' . * I I ' . 

NARRATIVE of DQN JUAN VAN HALEN'S FLIGHT 
from. the BX>NGE;0N& of tfce. INQUISITION to the FOOT 
of the CAUCASUS ; with an Aooonnt of his Adventtires in 
RossSa, he: In 2 rol. 8to. with Portraits and other Plates. 
C Nearly ready* J i 

tAPI^Aili IWAtTLAND^S NARRAtlVE. of tlie SUR. 
RENDER of BUONAPARTE, and of his Residence 
on board H. M. S. Bellerophon ; with the principal Events 
tfipi^pcfWied jMi that SMp, hetire^ the 24th of May and the 
SOi jp|f A«giU9t» laUj the SefcieitGorrespondeace of C apt At r 
WtAiTLAjiiD • with itm UovfernmsMt, he. hp. Seooad Edition, 
8to. with a Chart, 9s. 6d. 

.^TIiis4ittinifratff<of greAC historical ^nd personal interest.*' — LUenru 
Qvunt^ .AtMS, 1M0. 

** This vtMPleTofms a most essential document for one of the most extraor- 
dfaaaty and voinantic pitssages m the history of the late war.*'— 7^au»» 
1S» leto. 



. «. W« »p«Md .fhis vohitne with a hlghhr-excitcd curioalty, and found it, ui 
«ferp> page, ftrll of interesU"— Moiitft^ Remew. 

11- 

TfiE BUKE of WELLINGTON'S CAMPAIGN in 
the NETHCRLANBS in 1815, in Conjunction with Puncs 
BtQCuits, comprising the Battles of Ligny, Qnatre Bras, and 
Waterloo,' With a detailed Narratite of the PolHicItt Etents 
connected "TT^ith those memorable Conflicts, drawn up from the 
first Authorities, and dedicated to the Duke. By William 
Mu^f^fif^ J&m/ Rlusiralisd 4>T-nqmevoii# j^blils 4n^ |*irate 
Officii^l pocumentf , and other Papers hithert4 mptibUshdd* 
commiioioated by OiBicers ot the highest distiadtion.. Elc^aotly 
printed in 1 vol. imperial 4to. embellished wjftk 30^ Oabotied 
PI»tM P^chnwtA, •Maps, Plans, && Price 61. «s^ ; • or iv F»br 
Psnr«s; ttt tl. lltf- 9A, eiteh, the last ^refe of which are sol4 
9tp<iiutSeAy» to ^omple^ Sets. 

CAPTAIN C. 8. COCHfRANE'S JOURNAL of a ReI 
SIDENCE and TRAVELS in COLOMBIA daring the 
ISdiHi Ifidt UdUHM; ' ^iveis. 'SVo; with a Map fmd l^lMitec^ 
Plates, 30s. ' ' ^ * 




de-Cainp of Napoleot^. 'If ftltTEn by H^ms'^lf, itiidpifb^ished. 
by his Family, eonteininp a Multittide of qtxrio^B' Fact^ atacl! 
Anecdotes hiAerto onkiioint. 8to. •wrlth PbrlbraSt, 12^.—* 
French, lOs. 6d. '..... -..; .^ i ,» 

<< MThat thU work U highly interotlvg- for is» the intimate Imowted; 
rives us of th« charMter of th« Fk|qpc^oidi«iy,. i^ 0eir In^Uift , ~ 
fiftd Mwnil accotmti of Buonaparte in hii bstaiBliinefil^ hnt mew : 
tlM hd^t of hit i^roi^eritfr aad In His triala» ait tbt'aioipnfin>f gikiikg'< 
fo|bAtMe» in action* ID «ic«>iy«imftteat."*-#-Tc»fr« ; t ■;,!* . r'(.T^'>^ 

MEMOIRS of the LAST* SIX MONtfiS <it ^e R^f^ j^ 
OF NAPOLEON, comprisiug a History of fiie ' £veni& which^ 
led to his Abdication. Written at the Command of the 
Emperory by Babom PaiH, flnt'SecMfeiy. oCiifatelOlUndt. 
InSvo. 128. illustrnted with a Fao*Siknileof the.Abdia^iimy 
and a large Map of tiie Gaa^mign. tit . / 

*> An era of natchtesa consequence in tbf de«^nii(a of 3^rpp{H W^dq p^t i 
think its biatoiy hat received any more valuable lights than will be thrown 
upon it by the volume before us. We seethe great game of war and poMse* 
of baitle and netotiation mutually aflbctinf cjich o|her, pUv^ ff\ i^ scier 
v»a« ptayed in the w6rtrbeft>re.»»---l4ierar/G^Me. ' ^^ ^* ^, ^^ , 

15-' .•" l** ' ' 'i- » H Tr / >• .' 

NARRATIVE of a THREE YEARS* CAi»toVfl?jf in 
JAPAN ; with Obsenrations on the Conntfy 'and me People. 
By Captain Oolownin, of the Rassian Navy. In 3 vols. 8to. 
price 31s. 6d. Second Edition. ' * ''^ 

'* No European has been able, from personal observation and experience 
to communicate a tenth part of the intelligence furnished lar the presen 
WTiier.«-.-.eri<i«& ««»«», Tfo.il. ^ r •- rrrr 

16. .-•■../ 

An OotaTO Edition of the Hon. CAPTAIN KEPPEL'S 
TRAVELS in BABYLONIA, ASSYRIA, MSI^IA, and 
SCYTHIA, 2 vols. With a Map and coloured Plates, 24s. 

IT. 

TRAVELS in MESOPOTAMIA, including a iourkey io 
the UR of the CHALDEES, and the RUINS of NINEVEH 
and BABYLON. By Jv^. Boomf^dHAM, £s(i. ' Aothk' ^f 
^< Travels in Palestine and the Countries Eastof the Jordto;**^ 
&c. &c. Second Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. with Thirbr Engravines, 
U.lls.6d. - • - <' r rty^^i.)^^ 

TRAVELS and ADVENTURES iai$0U7£lliR)f (ATRISA. 
By George Thompson, Es^ Eigtiib Years a R^ld^nt. M tkmx 
Cape. Second Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. with Fiv'tyfEi^mtMQB.^'r ,, 



HENRY >OOIliBVKNi ^EWtVURl.UfnrMlSl'SBTWtMBT. 

JoMAH fiABJLiHGTON^ Jiyig^ of tbe High Co^rt^pf AdwcaltTia 
lirelimd; ^u;^ M* ii)d(sriijyi|a) J(tecoll«c4ipQ« of divtii^igaU^ec^ 

for the last fifty Tears, a vols. 8vo. aSg. 

90. 

:iil|»rOlES of THEOEAU) WOLFB TQJKE, writt^ 
b|^ Huwfiiif 4 conprifliDg a oompleto Joaroal of bui Negotiatioii# - 
to procure the Aid of the Freodi for the lifoefation of Ireland, 
with Selections from his DiAnnfe, whilst Agent to the Irish 
G^Uu. , J^^tei >r his 8qiI| W^tUAM TaGOB^M) I^o^^e 
T>if&.. li^2Tpis..8vo«i97tb3?ortnu^ 24«. .^,^ 

NASOLSON ia the OTfi£R WORLD. A NarraUve 
WBittfin by'HiBn£LF> and foond near his Tomb at Su Helena^ * 
by Xongo-Tee-Fohtchb, Mandaiui of the Third Ciass. Ja 
1 fol. Svo. 12b. French, 10s. 6d. 

22. 
MEMOIRS of the LAST TWO YEARS of NAPOLEON'S 
EXILE. By F. Antommarchi, recording his Conversations 
on a Variety of New Subjects, and forming a Sequel to the 
Jonntals 9f|<^'Meara and La^ Cas<^< l^cond Edtttf i^, in 2 To]p 
8vo. ils. ; Bitto^ French, 9U. 

NOVELS AND TALES. 

1. 

DE VERE ; or, the MAN of INDEPENDENCE. By the 
Author of Tremaine. 4 toIs. pout 8to. 

. VIVIAN <?«EV. Volumes 3, 4» and 6. 

^' Becfdediy the qVef^rest production of tbe claM to wt^ch it beli^^.*t>.. 
L/Mtdon Mag, 

3. 
FALKLAND. 1 rol. post 8vo. 

THE PRAIRIE, A TALE. Byihe Aathor ofthc S^y, the 
Piu>v,'&c. 3vols.l2ma. 

5. 

ENGLISH FASHIONABLES ABROAD. A Novel, in 
3 vols, post 8to. 

VCm* TOR tflLL. Bf the Author of BRAMBLETYfe 
HOUSE \ «v> CftTAliERs and RoovMeaDS. 'Wfd Editton, S. 
vols, ymt 8n»»4l0. «d. 
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